Matthew 3 – Commentary

v.4  “camel's hair. John's appearance would have evoked images of prophecies about ‘Elijah,’ who was to return to prepare the way for God's wrathful appearance (cf. 2 Kings 1:8; Mal. 3:1; 4:5–6). John's garments were common to nomadic desert dwellers and thus were associated with poorer people. Locusts and wild honey were not an unusual source of food for people living in the desert […]. The desert locust (Gk. akris) is a large grasshopper, still eaten today by poorer people in the Middle East and Africa.”

v.11 “[after me will come] expresses strong messianic expectation. [one who is more powerful than I]. John announces the nearness of the kingdom, but the Coming One will arrive with the power of God to inaugurate messianic rule. [baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire]. John's water baptism will be superseded by the baptism associated with the Coming One […] Those who repent and trust in him will receive the blessing of the Holy Spirit (cf. Joel 2:28–29; Acts 2:16–21), while the unrepentant will receive the judgment of eternal fire, and even the repentant may undergo a purifying fire.”

v.12 “Ancient farmers would toss the threshed grain into the air with a large, wooden fork so the wind would blow away the lighter chaff while the grain dropped back to the ground. John used this image to illustrate the dual nature of Jesus’ ministry: he would separate humanity, some to judgment and some to reward.”

v.11-15 “[…] never in all history before this had any Jew submitted to being baptized. The Jews knew and used baptism, but only for proselytes who came into Judaism from some other faith. It was natural that the sin-stained, polluted proselyte should be baptized, but no Jew had ever conceived that he, a member of the chosen people, a son of Abraham, assured of God’s salvation, could ever need baptism. Baptism was for sinners, and no Jew ever conceived of himself as a sinner shut out from God. Now for the first time in their national history the Jews realized their own sin and their own claimant need of God. Never before had there been such a unique national movement of penitence and of search for God.

“This was the very moment for which Jesus had been waiting. Men were conscious of their sin and conscious of their need of God as never before. This was his opportunity, and in his baptism he identified himself with the men, he came to save, in the hour of their new consciousness of their sin, and of their search for God.”
 
“[do this to fulfill all righteousness.] Jesus' baptism inaugurates his ministry and fulfills God's saving activity prophesied throughout the OT, culminating with his death on the cross (cf. John 1:31–34). In so doing, Jesus also endorses John's ministry and message and links his mission to John's. Although he needed no repentance or cleansing, Jesus identifies with the sinful people he came to save through his substitutionary life and death (cf. 2 Cor. 5:21).”

v.17 “The voice which Jesus heard at the baptism is of supreme importance. ‘This is my beloved Son,﻿’ it said, ‘with whom I am well pleased.﻿’ That sentence is composed of two quotations. ‘This is my beloved Son,﻿’ is a quotation from ﻿Psalm 2:7﻿. Every Jew accepted that Psalm as a description of the Messiah, the might King of God who was to come. ‘With whom I am well pleased﻿’ is a quotation from ﻿Isaiah 42:1﻿, which is a description of the Suffering Servant, a description which culminates in ﻿Isaiah 53﻿.”
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