Matthew 2 – Commentary

v.1 “Herod the king (also commonly Herod I or Herod the Great) ruled Israel and Judah 37–4 b.c. He was an Idumean, appointed king of the Jews under the authority of Rome. He ruled firmly and at times ruthlessly, murdering his own wife, several sons, and other relatives. He was a master builder who restored the temple in Jerusalem and built many theaters, cities, palaces, and fortresses. Herod's building programs included his palace at Jericho, the fortresses of Herodium, Machaerus, Sebaste, and Masada, the harbor and city of Caesarea Maritima […], and especially the Jerusalem temple (cf. John 2:14).”

“These Magi were men who were skilled in philosophy, medicine and natural science. They were soothsayers and interpreters of dreams. In later times the word Magus developed a much lower meaning, and came to mean little more than a fortune-teller, a sorcerer, a magician, and an charlatan. Such was Elymas, the sorcerer (﻿Acts 13:6﻿, ﻿8﻿), and Simon who is commonly called Simon Magus (﻿Acts 8:9﻿, ﻿11﻿). But at their best the Magi were good and holy men, who sought for truth.”
 

“The Magi were likely from Persia or southern Arabia, both which lay east of the Holy Land.”

v.4 “The chief priest were in charge of worship in the temple in Jerusalem. They include the ruling high priest, Caiaphas; the former high priest, Annas; and the high priestly families, all of whom were included in the Sanhedrin – the ruling Jewish council.

“The teachers of the law were Jewish scholars of the day, professionally trained in the development, teaching and application of the Old Testament law. Their authority was strictly human and traditional.  They too were members of the Sanhedrin.”

v.11 “The Magi’s gifts (gold, incense and myrrh) were the most valuable, transportable and marketable items of the day, ideal for sustaining Mary and Joseph in another country (v.14).”

“The wise men did not arrive at the time of Jesus' birth in a manger, but up to two years later, when Jesus was living in a house […] worshiped him. It is doubtful that these quasi-pagan religious men understood Jesus' divine nature, but their actions were unknowingly appropriate and wonderfully foreshadowed the worship of Jesus by all the Gentile nations (cf. 28:19; Rom. 1:5; Phil. 2:9–11; Rev. 7:9–10; 21:24). gold and frankincense and myrrh. The number of gifts contributed to the tradition that there were three men, but the actual number is unknown.”

v.15 “Did Matthew take this prophecy out of context? No. Inspired by the Holy Spirit to write, Matthew, like other New Testament writers, sometimes saw a theme or a symbol in the Old Testament that illustrated what Jesus accomplished or experienced. The prophet Hosea’s words, Out of Egypt I called my son (Hosea 11:1), originally referred to the nation of Israel as God’s son, set free from Pharaoh’s        . But they were also a parallel to what happened to Jesus, God’s son, when he was taken to Egypt to escape Herod’s evil ambitions.”

v.22 “Archelaus, one of Herod the Great's sons, succeeded Herod's throne over Judea, Samaria, and Idumea and ruled 4 b.c.–a.d. 6 […] He was hated by the Jews and displayed the same kind of cruelty that had characterized his father's reign. Caesar Augustus, fearing a revolution from the people, deposed and banished him to Gaul.”

v.23 “He shall be called a Nazarene. Matthew is not quoting any specific OT prophecy but is referring to a general theme in the OT prophets (plural).  Thus Matthew is saying that the OT prophets foretold that the Messiah would be despised (see Ps. 22:6; Isa. 49:7; 53:3; cf. Dan. 9:26), comparable to the way in which the town of Nazareth was despised in the time of Jesus (cf. John 1:46; 7:41, 52). Matthew may also have intended a wordplay connecting the word ‘Nazareth’ to the OT messianic prophecy in Isa. 11:1, since ‘Nazareth’ sounds like the word for ‘branch’ in Hebrew, which was a designation for the Messiah.”
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