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Daily Devotional Guidelines

Why is daily devotion vital to spiritual growth?

As consumption of physical nourishment is essential for physical survival, we need spiritual nourishment for spiritual vitality.  We are exhorted to crave pure spiritual milk like newborn babies so that by it we may grow up in our salvation (1 Peter 2:2).  In sum, unless we learn to feed ourselves with God’s Word, we cannot grow up spiritually.  

When is the best time to do daily devotion?

· Find a time when you will have the least amount of interruption.  Morning is usually the best time to start your day with God.  

· Prioritize 30 minutes to an hour of your day as a time to be alone with God’s Word. 

· The key is to keep this time with God on a daily basis.  

· Having a small group of people with whom you commit to do daily devotion together is an effective way to develop consistent devotion time.

What do I need?

· Bible (translation of your choice)

· Journal

How do I go about doing daily devotion?  

1. JOURNAL:
What is journaling?

Journaling is the art of reflecting on one’s inner life based on a particular incident, a feeling, a recurring issue, or a prompting and connecting this to one’s relationship with God.  

How does journaling help my spiritual life?  

The process of spiritual growth engages all the faculties of your soul (your 5 physical senses, emotions, mind, will, and spirit).   We need to pause daily to reflect on how we have responded to a certain situation, how we interacted with others, or how we feel inside and identify the reasons behind the feeling.  Then we need to process these incidents in light of God’s Word.  The key is to connect our daily life with its joys, surprises, disappointments, incidents, regrets, and sins with God’s promises and the reality of our personal relationship with God.  

How do I journal?

Spend about 10 minutes per day starting with the word “YESTERDAY.”  Follow this with a paragraph or two about what happened yesterday or how you felt.

· Journal based on feelings and processing those feelings in light of the Gospel.  i.e. “Yesterday, I felt _________ (sad, angry, guilty, anxious, disappointed, frustrated, irritated, etc).”  Explore the reasons behind the feeling and write about what would be the appropriate way to process that feeling in light of God’s Word.  Write also about how God may be using what you are going through to draw you closer to Him.
· Journal based on a recent issue.  Reflect on a significant interaction or event this past week that you don’t feel settled about:

· What did you learn about yourself?

· What were you corrected about? What did you discover about yourself through this correction?

· Why did you do what you did?  Reflect on how else could you have responded to that situation?

2. READ:  
· Read the assigned text several times without stopping.  

· In the second or third reading, pause on key words, phrases, or verses that speak to your heart, address an area of your life, or highlight God’s characteristic, principle, or promise. 

· Utilize commentaries to gain knowledge of the background of the text and explanation of words, phrases, or verses.  

3. REFLECT:
· Utilize the reflection questions provided to get deeper into the text and examine areas of your life you may not otherwise confront.  Choose a subset of questions each day to focus on; if there is more time, move on to other subsets.

4. REMEMBER: 

· Choose a verse or multiple verses from the text and commit to memory.  

· Develop a system that works best for you.  For example, you can start with one or two verses a week and write it out on a flashcard and carry it with you to memorize and review.
5. PRAYER: 
· Spend some time in prayer after each day’s devotion time.
· Adoration – praise God for who He is and acknowledge His claim over your life.
· Thanksgiving – thank Him for specific things.
· Confession – confess and repent of sins needing Christ's forgiveness & cleansing.
· Supplication – commitment to do what God is asking you to do and pray for others in need.
2 Corinthians 1

 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

       To the church of God in Corinth, together with all the saints throughout Achaia:

 2Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The God of All Comfort

 3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 5For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. 6If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.

 8We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 11as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.

Paul's Change of Plans

 12Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that are from God. We have done so not according to worldly wisdom but according to God's grace. 13For we do not write you anything you cannot read or understand. And I hope that, 14as you have understood us in part, you will come to understand fully that you can boast of us just as we will boast of you in the day of the Lord Jesus.

 15Because I was confident of this, I planned to visit you first so that you might benefit twice. 16I planned to visit you on my way to Macedonia and to come back to you from Macedonia, and then to have you send me on my way to Judea. 17When I planned this, did I do it lightly? Or do I make my plans in a worldly manner so that in the same breath I say, "Yes, yes" and "No, no"?

 18But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not "Yes" and "No." 19For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by me and Silas and Timothy, was not "Yes" and "No," but in him it has always been "Yes." 20For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God. 21Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

 23I call God as my witness that it was in order to spare you that I did not return to Corinth. 24Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm.

2 Corinthians 1 – Devotional Questions

2 Corinthians 1:3-7

· Reflect on the words: “Father of compassion” and the “God of all comfort.”

· What is it about the Gospel that makes it a source of comfort for “all our troubles?” 

· What mission does v. 4 give every Christian?  As a Christian, have I ever experienced comfort in the midst of troubles that produced in me “patient endurance,” or empowered me to be a comforter of others?

2 Corinthians 1:7-11

· Reflect on the picture of Apostle Paul and his companions’ lives being painted by the words “hardships,” “great pressure,” “far beyond our ability to endure” and “despair.”  How much can I relate to this?  

· What is my attitude towards suffering?  What is the biblical response to suffering?

2 Corinthians 1:18-22

· Meditate on v. 20.  

· In what ways have all the promises of God become fulfilled with a resounding “yes” in Christ?

· Are there specific promises of God that I need to particularly remember and cling to these days?

· Reflect personally on the promise in vv. 21-22.

Additional Questions:
2 Corinthians 1:12-14

· Reflect on Apostle Paul’s response to the apparent criticism by the Corinthians toward him.

· When I receive criticism, do I honestly examine the testimony of my conscience?  How reliable is the testimony of my conscience?  

· What was Apostle Paul’s hope toward the Corinthians?  What does this demonstrate about Apostle Paul’s attitude toward relational conflict or misunderstanding?  What lesson can be learned here for my relational troubles?

· What perspective does the “day of the Lord Jesus” provide for dealing with misunderstandings or conflicts among Christians?

2 Corinthians 1:15-17 

· What can be guessed about the kind of people the Corinthian Christians were from the fact that Apostle Paul had to defend himself against serious criticism arising from his cancellation of a scheduled visit to Corinth?

· What can I learn from the fact that Paul nevertheless writes them in order to make clear his intention and address their complaint?

2 Corinthians 1:23-2.2
· Why did Apostle Paul cancel the planned trip to Corinth?  

· What wisdom can I learn from this?

2 Corinthians 2

 1So I made up my mind that I would not make another painful visit to you. 2For if I grieve you, who is left to make me glad but you whom I have grieved? 3I wrote as I did so that when I came I should not be distressed by those who ought to make me rejoice. I had confidence in all of you, that you would all share my joy. 4For I wrote you out of great distress and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to grieve you but to let you know the depth of my love for you.

Forgiveness for the Sinner

 5If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you, to some extent—not to put it too severely. 6The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient for him. 7Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him. 9The reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in everything. 10If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 11in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.

Ministers of the New Covenant

 12Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for me, 13I still had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I said good-by to them and went on to Macedonia.

 14But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him. 15For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task? 17Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God.

2 Corinthians 2 – Devotional Questions

2 Corinthians 2:1-13

“Titus was the one who apparently carried the ‘severe letter’ Apostle Paul mentions in 2.3-4 to the Corinthian church.  Apostle Paul was so eager to receive word from Titus about how the Corinthian Christians responded to his harsh letter of rebuke that even though a door was open in Troas for the gospel, he went to Macedonia to look for Titus.  At this point, after 2.3, Apostle Paul moves on to address other matters, but the issue of Titus, and the response of the Corinthians is picked up again in chapter 7.

· Reflect on the words Apostle Paul used in describing what he went through in writing the severe letter. What can I learn from this about what it takes to speak the truth to people we love?  

· Have I been willing to undergo “great distress” and “anguish of heart” and “many tears” in order to uphold God’s standards in the life of those close to me?

· How should “punishment” by the church be balanced by the need to “forgive and comfort” and “reaffirm love” toward a person who has sinned publicly?

· What does Apostle Paul tell the Corinthians to do in order that Satan would not outwit them?  Why would forgiving someone thwart Satan’s schemes?

· Is there someone I need to forgive today?

2 Corinthians 2:14-17 

“Here, Paul takes an image from the Roman world, seeing Jesus as the victorious, conquering general in a triumph parade.  That is the picture that is in Paul’s mind.  He sees Christ marching in triumph throughout the world, and himself in that conquering train.  It is a triumph which, Paul is certain, nothing can stop. (Barclay)  And, Paul sees himself as sharing in the triumph of Jesus, the Captain of the Lord’s Army, and Paul is one of the Lord’s chief officers!
“Fragrance, in the form of incense, was common at the Roman triumph parade.  In Paul’s mind, this fragrance is like the knowledge of God, which people can smell when the triumph parade winds by.

“To the victors the perfume from the censers would be the perfume of joy and triumph and life; but to the wretched captives who walked so short a distance ahead it was the perfume of death, standing for a past defeat and their coming execution. (Barclay)

“In the same way, the message of the gospel is a message of life to some and a message of condemnation to those who reject it (John 3:17-21). ‘The same happens to the present day to those who receive and to those who reject the Gospel: it is the means of salvation to the former, it is the means of destruction to the latter; for they are not only not saved because they do not believe the Gospel, but they are condemned because they reject it.’ (Clarke)”

· Reflect on the picture Apostle Paul paints in v. 14 of God, Christ, the Christian, and the world.  What does this picture say regarding the purpose of my life?
· How does vv. 15-16 speak to the notion that a person can stay “neutral” with respect to God? 
· What is the relationship between a Christian’s effectiveness in being an “aroma of Christ” and presenting to people a “fork in the road” between death and life?

· Reflect on the responsibility of my role as a Christian and the eternal stakes this involves as expressed in the words: “who is equal to such a task?”  Have I ever felt the awesome weight of this?

2 Corinthians 2:17

“The word peddling has the idea of ‘adulterating’ or ‘watering down’ for gain, and was especially used of a wine seller who would water down the wine for more profit.  Paul was not like the others who might water down the gospel for gain!”

· In what ways might I be guilty of “peddl[ing] the word of God for profit,” or of engaging in similar insincere approaches to spiritual matters for some sort of personal gain?

· Reflect on the relationship between “speak[ing] before God” and “sincerity.”

2 Corinthians 3

 1Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

 4Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. 5Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

The Glory of the New Covenant

 7Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, 8will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. 11And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts!

 12Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was fading away. 14But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3 – Devotional Questions

2 Corinthians 3:10-12  

· What is the surpassing, lasting glory in which Paul has put his hope?   

· How does having “such a hope” relate to being “very bold?”  

· To what extent has the hope of glory helped me to be bold in facing fears, obstacles and strongholds in my life?

2 Corinthians 3:14-18

· In what way is a “veil” an apt metaphor in describing man’s relation to God apart from Christ?  

· How has Jesus removed the veil for all mankind?  

· How have I experienced this truth—that “whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away?”

· Reflect on the fact that I have a chance to “reflect the Lord’s glory” in my life and that I am “being transformed into his likeness with ever increasing glory.”

2 Corinthians 3:17

· Reflect on v. 17.  To what extent am I experiencing genuine freedom?  What diminishes my freedom?

Additional Questions:
2 Corinthians 3:4-11

“The word ‘competent’ here is the same word used above in 2.16 in ‘… who is equal to such a task?’  The word might be better rendered ‘sufficient.’  Thus, 2 Cor 3.4-6 answers the questions posed there.”

· What does this passage say regarding my view of competence, my view of what I can claim for myself, and my sense of inadequacy regarding tasks God has given me?

· Have I fully embraced my identity as a “[minister] of a new covenant?”

2 Corinthians 4

Treasures in Jars of Clay

 1Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

 7But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.

 13It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 15All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.

 16Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

2 Corinthians 4 – Devotional Questions

2 Corinthians 4:1-5

· What are the things that cause me to lose heart in serving God?  What do I need to remember when this happens?

· How should a Christian bear testimony to the world according to v. 2?  

· How has “the god of this age […] blinded the minds of unbelievers?”  What is the evidence of this all around us?

2 Corinthians 4:6-12

· How have I experienced v. 6 when I became a Christian?

· Reflect on the words Apostle Paul uses to describe his life: “hard pressed,” “perplexed,” “persecuted,” and “struck down” but, ultimately not “crushed,” “in despair,” “abandoned,” nor “destroyed.”  What is the link between Apostle Paul’s paradoxical experience—“struck down, but not destroyed”—and Jesus’ life?

· What is the relationship between my frailty (“jars of clay”) and revealing God’s “all-surpassing power” through my life?  Think about the things that cause me to feel “hard pressed,” “perplexed,” “persecuted,” or “struck down.”  What should be my response to these things?

· What can be learned about the path of deep fellowship with Jesus from these verses? 

2 Corinthians 4:13-18

· For the second time in this chapter, Apostle Paul asserts that he “does not lose heart.”  Why does Apostle Paul “not lose heart” according to this passage?

· Reflect on the two contrasting themes in vv. 16-18, and arrange in two columns the contrasting pairs of words. 

· To what extent has my life focus shifted from one column to the other?

2 Corinthians 5

Our Heavenly Dwelling

 1Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 3because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

 6Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7We live by faith, not by sight. 8We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.

The Ministry of Reconciliation

 11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

 16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5 – Devotional Questions

2 Corinthians 5:1-10

“Paul’s confident longing for the future and his burden to put off the sin and suffering of the present is derived from the presence and power of the Spirit (for the role of the Spirit as the deposit on God’s future promises).  This ‘groaning’ is not a natural response to suffering and sin, but the supernatural gift of God.  God prepares his people for the future by giving them a longing for it and does this by granting them his Spirit as a down payment of his presence.  Only those who have begun to experience the glory of God long for its consummation in the midst of their adversities.”

· Why does Apostle Paul groan?   What are Apostle Paul’s feelings toward heaven?
· Reflect on the phrases “We live by faith, not by sight” and “So, we make it out goal to please him.”  To what extent are these true of my life?  What does this reveal about my confidence in heaven and the fact that “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” one day?

2 Corinthians 5:11-21

· What are the things Apostle Paul mentions as sources of motivation for his ministry?

· What motivates me?

· Reflect on vv. 14-15.  Am I living for Jesus or am I living for myself?

2 Corinthians 5:16-17

· Are there people, including myself, whom I still regard from a “worldly point of view?”

· Reflect on v. 17 for myself and for the people in my life with whom I am called to share the gospel.

2 Corinthians 5:18-20

· What new role and mission is given to every Christian?

· Have I embraced my call as a “minister” of the gospel?  How has this identity affected how I view (or make decisions regarding) my future, money, time, relationships and every other area of my life?

2 Corinthians 6

 1As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. 2For he says, 

    "In the time of my favor I heard you, 

       and in the day of salvation I helped you." 

I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.

Paul's Hardships

 3We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.

 11We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. 12We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 13As a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also.

Do Not Be Yoked With Unbelievers

 14Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people." 

 17"Therefore come out from them 

      and be separate, says the Lord. 

   Touch no unclean thing, 

      and I will receive you." 

 18"I will be a Father to you, 

      and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

2 Corinthians 6 – Devotional Questions

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

· What kind of life am I called to live in order to not “receive God’s grace in vain?” 

· Does this match with my notion of Christian life?  If not, where have my ideas come from?

2 Corinthians 6:4-5

“[T]he focus of Paul’s commendation…is once again on his divinely enabled endurance in the midst of adversity. […] [T]his endurance ‘commends’ Paul as a servant of God. […] [T]hose who lack such a divine recommendation can only engage in self-commendation.”

· In what ways do Apostle Paul and his companions’ many sufferings “commend” them as servants of God?

· Do I have such “commendations” to back up my identity and message as a Christian?

2 Corinthians 6:8-10

· Reflect on the real difficulties, the actual pain and struggle which must lie behind the contrasting pairs of words listed here that describe the life of ministry.  Reflect also on the fact that all believers are called to be ministers.  

· Think of the paradoxes in v. 10, and what they say about the glory and dignity of being servants of God.  To what extent can I affirm these words as aptly describing my view of the Christian life, my actual experience as a Christian, and my personal vision for my life?

2 Corinthians 6:11-13

“His love for them has enabled him to speak freely to them…There is no reserve on his part; he has neither held back relevant matters nor only hinted vaguely at them but has always spoken his mind.  And of course this is the way he wants them to behave toward him (6:13b; 7:2a). They are his children in the faith, for it was through his preaching that they became Christians…There ought to be a mutual affection in which they trust one another unreservedly.”

· Reflect on vv. 11-13 in light of Paul’s hardships. What is behind Paul’s willingness to “open wide his heart” and “not withhold [his] affection?”

Additional Questions:
2 Corinthians 6:14-18

· This passage is most often applied in the context of marriage.  Why does it make sense for the Bible to oppose a marriage between a believer and an unbeliever?

· In what sense are Christians “the temple of the living God” according to this passage?

· What is the first implication of accepting our identity as “the temple of the living God?”

· Are there ways that I am “yoked together with unbelievers?”  What things do I still “have in common with an unbeliever?”  What is God asking me to do?

· Why is it important for the Christian community to “come out” and “be separate” from the wider culture, while not turning into an insular “Christian ghetto?”

· What does the word “temple” suggest in terms of Christian engagement with the world?

2 Corinthians 7

 1Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

Paul's Joy

 2Make room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have exploited no one. 3I do not say this to condemn you; I have said before that you have such a place in our hearts that we would live or die with you. 4I have great confidence in you; I take great pride in you. I am greatly encouraged; in all our troubles my joy knows no bounds.

 5For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours had no rest, but we were harassed at every turn—conflicts on the outside, fears within. 6But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7and not only by his coming but also by the comfort you had given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was greater than ever.

 8Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while— 9yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. 12So even though I wrote to you, it was not on account of the one who did the wrong or of the injured party, but rather that before God you could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are. 13By all this we are encouraged.

   In addition to our own encouragement, we were especially delighted to see how happy Titus was, because his spirit has been refreshed by all of you. 14I had boasted to him about you, and you have not embarrassed me. But just as everything we said to you was true, so our boasting about you to Titus has proved to be true as well. 15And his affection for you is all the greater when he remembers that you were all obedient, receiving him with fear and trembling. 16I am glad I can have complete confidence in you.

2 Corinthians 7 – Devotional Questions
2 Corinthians 7:2-4

“Paul is not afraid to call the Corinthians to action because he is convinced of their genuine standing as Christians. Hence, as a mediator of the Spirit under the new covenant, he has ‘great confidence’ (parresia, better, ‘boldness of speech’) toward them. As the parallel in 3:12 indicates, he is speaking boldly in 7:2–3 because he is convinced that those in whom the Spirit is at work will respond to the commands of the gospel (cf. 3:3–18; 5:17). In the end, nobody can do anything against the truth (cf. 13:8).”

· Reflect on the facts Apostle Paul reminds the Corinthians of in v. 2 as he pleads with them to “make room for us in your hearts,” and how crucial this might have been for the turn-around of some of the Corinthians. 

· What does this tell me regarding the need for trust relationships with the people of God for God to speak truth into my life?

2 Corinthians 7:8-9

· Think of what would have happened if Apostle Paul was afraid of causing the Corinthians “sorrow” and did not send the harsh letter.  Have there been times when I sacrificed truth so that I would not hurt people’s feelings or offend them?  

· What does the phrase “as God intended” teach me about correction, rebuke and repentance (cf. Heb 12:5-11)?  How does this change my view towards rebuke?

2 Corinthians 7:9-16

“‘Repentance’ includes both the remorse that comes from recognizing that one has wronged God and its consequent resolve to reverse one’s behavior as seen in the first steps in that new direction. Therefore, though its consequences are long-term, repentance is indicated by an initial change in both attitude and action.”

“A godly sorrow produces a true repentance, and a true repentance is one which demonstrates its sorrow by its deeds.”

· What does godly sorrow produce?  What does this tell me about the process of repentance?

· What can I learn from the fact that Apostle Paul was convinced of their repentance in their treatment of Titus?  What is my attitude towards people God uses to initiate repentance?

· What are the results of worldly sorrow?  

Additional Questions:
2 Corinthians 7:1

· What is the proper motivation for a Christian’s desire for purity of life?

· Reflect on the words: “everything that contaminates body and spirit.”  What are some things in my life that “contaminate,” which I need to deal with “out of reverence for God?”

2 Corinthians 7:4-9, 12-16

“All too often the church is likewise emaciated when it comes to experiencing deep and lasting joy in the midst of adversity because we no longer gain our identity by living within the community of faith. What we love, and therefore what we get excited about, is no longer wrapped up with the progress of God’s people. The basis of our contentment is not the growing Christ-likeness of our church, but the comfort level of our personal circumstances. Conversely, we are famished when it comes to feeling grief over sin because what we hate, and therefore what we feel remorse about, no longer revolves around the reality of who God is in our midst. What makes us sad is no longer the sting of our sin, but the frustration of our failed dreams and the lack of freedom to get whatever we want.”

· Notice all the occurrences of words like “joy,” “happy,” “comforted,” “refreshed” and “encouraged.”   

· How is it that although he was “harassed at every turn” and facing “conflicts on the outside” and “fears within” (v. 5), Apostle Paul (and Titus) could experience such things?  

· How does this compare with what brings me joy, comfort and encouragement?

2 Corinthians 8

Generosity Encouraged

 1And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 5And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 6So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

 8I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

 10And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.

 13Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, 15as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."

Titus Sent to Corinth

 16I thank God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for you. 17For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on his own initiative. 18And we are sending along with him the brother who is praised by all the churches for his service to the gospel. 19What is more, he was chosen by the churches to accompany us as we carry the offering, which we administer in order to honor the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help. 20We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. 21For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men.

 22In addition, we are sending with them our brother who has often proved to us in many ways that he is zealous, and now even more so because of his great confidence in you. 23As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as for our brothers, they are representatives of the churches and an honor to Christ. 24Therefore show these men the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it.

2 Corinthians 8 – Devotional Questions

2 Corinthians 8:1-7

· What does the fact that “out of the [Macedonian church’s] most severe trial” and “extreme poverty” came forth “overflowing joy” and “rich generosity” say about joy and generosity?

· When was the last time I gave “beyond [my] ability” to God?  What was this experience like?

· What is my attitude towards giving?  Do I approach it as a “privilege of sharing in this service to the saints?”  How can I “excel in this grace of giving?”

2 Corinthians 8:8-9

· What can I learn about Apostle Paul’s relationship with the Corinthians through v. 8?  What can I learn about the role of spiritual leaders?

· Meditate on the fact that “for [my sake Christ] became poor, so that [I] through his poverty might become rich.”  What does this say about many Christians’ desire to become rich?

· Who are the people in my life whom I can enrich through my life?

2 Corinthians 8:10-12

· Are there situations in my life where I need to apply the challenge in v. 11 to “finish the work?” 

· Why is it important that the “eager willingness…may be matched by [the] completion of it?”  What does this say regarding the nature of giving and other Christian work?

2 Corinthians 8:13-15

· In what way have I experienced vv. 14-15 through the community of faith?

· Meditate on the implications for Christian sharing arising from the words “that there might be equality.”

Additional Questions:
2 Corinthians 8:18-20

· What “pains” did Paul take “to do what was right” to try “to avoid any criticism?”

· Are there situations in my life that calls for this kind of forethought to do what is right and avoid any criticism as a Christian witness?

2 Corinthians 8:16-24

· Meditate on the qualities of Titus and these other brothers whom Apostle Paul sent to collect the offering. 

· What are the areas that God is calling me to show my eagerness to help “in order to honor the LORD himself” (v. 19)?
2 Corinthians 9

 1There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the saints. 2For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action. 3But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be. 4For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to say anything about you—would be ashamed of having been so confident. 5So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given.

Sowing Generously

 6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9As it is written: 

   "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; 

      his righteousness endures forever." 

10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

 12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

2 Corinthians 9 – Devotional Questions

2 Corinthians 9:1-7

· What can I learn from the fact that Apostle Paul, after saying that he knows about their eagerness to help, still sends the brothers to the Corinthians to ensure that his boasting about them would not prove to be hollow? 
· Does this contradict v. 7? 

2 Corinthians 9:6-10

· In what ways is it generally true of life that “whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously?”

· What are the areas that I have sown sparingly and areas that I have sown generously?

· Are there things I am doing “reluctantly or under compulsion?”  How can I move towards being a cheerful giver?

2 Corinthians 9:10-15

· In what ways has God “made [me] rich in every way so that [I] can be generous on every occasion?”

· What is the purpose of riches according to v. 11, and to what extent have I been faithful to this?

· Reflect on the relationship between my generosity and men giving praise to God.   Has my life been characterized by “the obedience that accompanies [my] confession of the gospel of Christ” leading to a generous life?

2 Corinthians 9:12-14

· Reflect on Apostle Paul’s eager anticipation of how one church’s generosity and obedience will reverberate and multiply throughout God’s kingdom. 

2 Corinthians 10 

Paul's Defense of His Ministry

 1By the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you—I, Paul, who am "timid" when face to face with you, but "bold" when away! 2I beg you that when I come I may not have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think that we live by the standards of this world. 3For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete.

 7You are looking only on the surface of things. If anyone is confident that he belongs to Christ, he should consider again that we belong to Christ just as much as he. 8For even if I boast somewhat freely about the authority the Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling you down, I will not be ashamed of it. 9I do not want to seem to be trying to frighten you with my letters. 10For some say, "His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing." 11Such people should realize that what we are in our letters when we are absent, we will be in our actions when we are present.

 12We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise. 13We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will confine our boasting to the field God has assigned to us, a field that reaches even to you. 14We are not going too far in our boasting, as would be the case if we had not come to you, for we did get as far as you with the gospel of Christ. 15Neither do we go beyond our limits by boasting of work done by others. Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our area of activity among you will greatly expand, 16so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast about work already done in another man's territory. 17But, "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." 18For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.

2 Corinthians 10 – Devotional Questions
2 Corinthians 10:1, 9-11

· What fundamental misunderstanding of Apostle Paul is betrayed by the people quoted in v. 10?

· What are some ways in which people can misunderstand spiritual leadership?

2 Corinthians 10:3-5

· Reflect on the glory and privilege of serving God in the spiritual war Apostle Paul describes in vv. 3-5.  To what extent has Christian history demonstrated the divine power of God’s “weapons” to demolish strongholds, arguments and pretensions set up against the knowledge of God?

· What are the “weapons” available to every Christian today?

· What steps can I take to better utilize these “weapons” to “take captive [my] every thought to make it obedient to Christ?”

2 Corinthians 10:7-14

· Reflect on the words “the authority the Lord gave us for building you up” (v. 8) and “we did get as far as you with the gospel of Christ” (v. 14).  Apostle Paul seems to be carefully defending the spiritual authority he has over the Corinthians, as people to whom he brought the gospel.  What is my view of authority in general, and spiritual authority in particular?

· To what extent have I embraced the role of spiritual leaders as people with God-given authority over me to “build me up” in Christian maturity?
Additional Questions:
2 Corinthians 10:12-18

· What would be the result of Christians “measuring themselves with themselves” and “comparing themselves with themselves.”  Are there ways in which I can be led astray to do this?

· Reflect on the truth of v. 18.  Are there some ways in which I commend myself to others, or even to myself?

· In what ways does my life reflect a desire to become “one whom the Lord commends?”

2 Corinthians 11

Paul and the False Apostles

 1I hope you will put up with a little of my foolishness; but you are already doing that. 2I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. 3But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough. 5But I do not think I am in the least inferior to those "super-apostles." 6I may not be a trained speaker, but I do have knowledge. We have made this perfectly clear to you in every way.

 7Was it a sin for me to lower myself in order to elevate you by preaching the gospel of God to you free of charge? 8I robbed other churches by receiving support from them so as to serve you. 9And when I was with you and needed something, I was not a burden to anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia supplied what I needed. I have kept myself from being a burden to you in any way, and will continue to do so. 10As surely as the truth of Christ is in me, nobody in the regions of Achaia will stop this boasting of mine. 11Why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do! 12And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to cut the ground from under those who want an opportunity to be considered equal with us in the things they boast about. 13For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 15It is not surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.

Paul Boasts About His Sufferings

 16I repeat: Let no one take me for a fool. But if you do, then receive me just as you would a fool, so that I may do a little boasting. 17In this self-confident boasting I am not talking as the Lord would, but as a fool. 18Since many are boasting in the way the world does, I too will boast. 19You gladly put up with fools since you are so wise! 20In fact, you even put up with anyone who enslaves you or exploits you or takes advantage of you or pushes himself forward or slaps you in the face. 21To my shame I admit that we were too weak for that!

   What anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast about. 22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham's descendants? So am I. 23Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 24Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 27I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 29Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?

 30If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 31The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is to be praised forever, knows that I am not lying. 32In Damascus the governor under King Aretas had the city of the Damascenes guarded in order to arrest me. 33But I was lowered in a basket from a window in the wall and slipped through his hands.

2 Corinthians 11 – Devotional Questions 

2 Corinthians 11:3-4

“Just as the devil deceived Eve by calling into question the sufficiency of God’s provision, so too he is seeking to undermine the Corinthians’ purity of devotion to Christ by enticing them with “another Jesus,” as if the Christ of Paul’s gospel were not enough.  In Corinth, it was the promise that the real “Christ” would provide for them health and wealth.”

· What are the different gospels of the world that lead people “astray from … sincere and pure devotion to Christ?” 

· Why would it be the case that people so easily put up with a “different spirit” or a “different gospel?”

2 Corinthians 11:5-11
· What was the reason the Corinthians considered Apostle Paul inferior?

· What is shown about human nature from the fact that Apostle Paul’s humility (“lower myself”) was regarded as weakness, and his preaching “free of charge” caused them to regard him and his gospel as somehow lesser?

· Are there ways in which I am failing to properly appreciate what is being offered to me as a gift (i.e., “free of charge”), while cherishing and paying (in money, time, effort) for things which are not as valuable?

2 Corinthians 11:23-29

· Reflect on all the ways in which Apostle Paul suffered in carrying out his ministry.

· What might be the relationship between Apostle Paul’s amazing ability to endure hardships and what he says in vv. 28-29?

· How does Apostle Paul’s description of his “daily… pressure” correct certain notions of Christian life and ministry?  

· What does Apostle Paul’s identification with the members of his churches tell me about the nature of love?

Additional Questions:
2 Corinthians 11:1-2

· Think about Apostle Paul’s role as a matchmaker between the Corinthian church and Jesus, and his anguish as he sees the waywardness and instability of the Corinthians.  What lessons does this give to ministry, and the role of spiritual leadership?

· Are there people in my life toward whom I have this kind of a “godly jealousy?” 

2 Corinthians 11:19-21
“In yet another statement of biting irony, even sarcasm, Paul therefore admits to the ‘shame’ he feels over being too ‘weak’ to act like his opponents (11:21a; cf. the earlier reference to his physical weakness in 10:10). His ‘weakness’ is the strength of his apostolic calling and character; his opponents’ supposed ‘strength’ reveals the weakness of their claims and the sinfulness of their attitudes and actions.”
 

· Why is it that people frequently respond positively to those who behave as described in v. 20?

· When I interact with others, which attitude do I have—the one of Apostle Paul, or of the false teachers? 

2 Corinthians 12

Paul's Vision and His Thorn

 1I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows. 3And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows— 4was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. 5I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say.

 7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Paul's Concern for the Corinthians

 11I have made a fool of myself, but you drove me to it. I ought to have been commended by you, for I am not in the least inferior to the "super-apostles," even though I am nothing. 12The things that mark an apostle—signs, wonders and miracles—were done among you with great perseverance. 13How were you inferior to the other churches, except that I was never a burden to you? Forgive me this wrong!

 14Now I am ready to visit you for the third time, and I will not be a burden to you, because what I want is not your possessions but you. After all, children should not have to save up for their parents, but parents for their children. 15So I will very gladly spend for you everything I have and expend myself as well. If I love you more, will you love me less? 16Be that as it may, I have not been a burden to you. Yet, crafty fellow that I am, I caught you by trickery! 17Did I exploit you through any of the men I sent you? 18I urged Titus to go to you and I sent our brother with him. Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did we not act in the same spirit and follow the same course?

 19Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to you? We have been speaking in the sight of God as those in Christ; and everything we do, dear friends, is for your strengthening. 20For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to be. I fear that there may be quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder. 21I am afraid that when I come again my God will humble me before you, and I will be grieved over many who have sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual sin and debauchery in which they have indulged.

2 Corinthians 12 – Devotional Questions

2 Corinthians 12:5-10

· What two purposes did Apostle Paul’s “thorn” serve in his life?

· What are the “thorns” in my life and what is my view toward them?  Have they led me to experience the truth of v. 9? 

· Reflect on the words: “My grace is sufficient for you.”  How deep has this truth taken root in my life?  How will this gospel truth give me strength in the midst of experiencing “weakness, insults, hardships, persecutions, and difficulties?” 

2 Corinthians 12:14-19

“In 12:14b-15a, Paul supports his affirmation that he is seeking the Corinthians’ welfare, not his own, by returning to imagery of parenthood to describe his relationship with the church. Because he is their spiritual father, Paul is responsible to give to his ‘children,’ not the other way around, even if this means pouring out his life on their behalf.”
 

· What is the relationship between Apostle Paul’s view of himself and the extent to which he is willing to give himself to the Corinthians? 

· What light does this passage throw on the reason behind Apostle Paul’s defense of himself and his ministry found in previous chapters?

· What is the usual reaction of people whose kind and upright conduct toward someone is rejected, or later reinterpreted negatively by the recipient?

· Why would Apostle Paul’s successful defense of himself before the Corinthians lead to their “strengthening?”

· Reflect on Apostle Paul’s words: “everything we do… is for your strengthening.”

2 Corinthians 12:20-21

· What does it mean to be a spiritual leader according to vv. 20-21?  

Additional Questions:
2 Corinthians 12:1-5

“The striking absence of references to visions and revelations in Paul’s letters demonstrates his own lack of interest in sharing such private, spiritual experiences. He viewed them as without benefit either for establishing his authority as an apostle or for building up the church.”

· In recalling his own experiences, why would Paul choose to refer to himself in the third person? 

· What can I learn about Apostle Paul’s character and the significance of spiritual experiences from the fact that he had been silent about his experience for fourteen years? 


2 Corinthians 12:5-6

“Accordingly, Paul restrains himself from such boasting so that no one will brag about him beyond what can be evaluated objectively (cf. 5:12–13; 10:7, 11–14, 17–18). As we saw in 11:16–33, it is not boasting per se that is foolish, but boasting in those things that are not true, do not edify others, or are irrelevant for establishing the point at hand; what counts is what others can observe concerning his words and deeds (12:6). What the Corinthians can see and boast about is Paul’s weakness on their behalf, through which they received the Spirit (12:5; cf. 2:14–3:3; 10:11–18). What they can hear and boast in is his proclamation of the gospel (12:6; cf. 1:19; 2:17; 4:5; 5:11; 11:3–4; cf. 1 Cor. 1:17; 2:1–5; 4:9–13).”

· According to v. 6, on what basis did Paul want to be thought of or judged?

· What is amazing about the fact that Apostle Paul wanted “no one [to] think more of [him] than is warranted by what [he does] or [says]?” 

2 Corinthians 13

Final Warnings

 1This will be my third visit to you. "Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses." 2I already gave you a warning when I was with you the second time. I now repeat it while absent: On my return I will not spare those who sinned earlier or any of the others, 3since you are demanding proof that Christ is speaking through me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you. 4For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God's power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God's power we will live with him to serve you.

 5Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 6And I trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test. 7Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood the test but that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. 8For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 9We are glad whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is for your perfection. 10This is why I write these things when I am absent, that when I come I may not have to be harsh in my use of authority—the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down.

Final Greetings

 11Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you.

 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13All the saints send their greetings.

 14May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

2 Corinthians 13 – Devotional Questions

2 Corinthians 13:1-4

· What basic assumption must the Corinthians have had regarding the true measure of spiritual authority?

· What is ironic about the Corinthians “demanding proof that Christ is speaking through” Apostle Paul when there is obvious sin in their lives, including “impurity, sexual sin and debauchery” (2 Cor 12:21)?

· Why would it be a mistake to think of Christ as “weak” in his dealings with Christians?

2 Corinthians 13:5-6

· Why is it important for me to examine myself to see if I am “in the faith?”

2 Corinthians 13:7-9

· Given the words of judgment in vv. 1-4, what is surprising about Apostle Paul’s prayers for the Corinthians?  

· What does v. 8 reveal about what is necessary in order for the Corinthians to reach perfection?

2 Corinthians 13:10

· How did Apostle Paul view his authority?

· When would a spiritual leader’s “harsh…use of authority” be appropriate?

2 Corinthians 1 – Commentary

v.3 “For us, the word ‘comfort’ may connote emotional relief and a sense of well-being, physical ease, satisfaction, and freedom from pain and anxiety. Many in our culture worship at the cult of comfort in a self-centered search for ease, but it lasts for only a moment and never fully satisfies. Watson comments that the word ‘comfort’ ‘has gone soft’ in modern English. In the time of Wycliffe the word was ‘closely connected with its root, the Latin fortis, which means brave, strong, courageous.’  The comfort that Paul has in mind has nothing to do with a languorous feeling of contentment. It is not some tranquilizing dose of grace that only dulls pains but a stiffening agent that fortifies one in heart, mind, and soul. Comfort relates to encouragement, help, exhortation. God’s comfort strengthens weak knees and sustains sagging spirits so that one faces the troubles of life with unbending resolve and unending assurance.”

vv.9-10 “Paul saw that the terrifying experience he had gone through had had one tremendous use—it had driven him back to God and demonstrated to him his utter dependence on him. […] The danger of prosperity is that it encourages a false independence; it makes us think that we are well able to handle life alone. For every one prayer that rises to God in days of prosperity, ten thousand rise in days of adversity. […] It is often in misfortune that a man finds out who are his true friends, and it often needs some time of adversity to show us how much we need God.

The outcome was that Paul had an unshakable confidence in God. He knew now beyond all argument what he could do for him. If God could bring him through that, he could bring him through anything. […]The confidence of the Christian in God is not a thing of theory and speculation; it is a thing of fact and experience. He knows what God has done for him and therefore he is not afraid.”

v.15 “The major theme within 2 Cor is Paul’s defense of his ministry under the new covenant. Paul’s relationship with the Corinthians was now quite strained for three reasons. First, Paul didn’t return as promised. Instead, he sent a severe letter (1:15–2:4; 10:10; 12:13–15). Second, a face-to-face visit only deepened the conflict between Paul and the Corinthians (10:1–10; 13:3–4). Third, Paul refused to accept payment for ministry (11:8–9), and some Corinthians believed that Paul had been duplicitous in this matter. He made much of declining payment, but (his detractors said) his co-workers received money for him anyway (12:16–18).”

vv.15-22 “At first sight this is a difficult passage. Behind it lies another accusation and slander against Paul. Paul had said that he would visit the Corinthians, but the situation had become so bitter that he postponed his visit so as not to give them pain (verse 23). His enemies had promptly accused him of being the kind of man who made frivolous promises with a fickle intention and could not be pinned down to a definite yes or no. That was bad enough, but they went on to argue, ‘If we cannot trust Paul’s everyday promises, how can we trust the things he told us about God?’ Paul’s answer is that we can rely on God and that there is no vacillation in Jesus between yes and no. Then he puts the matter in a vivid phrase—’Jesus is the yes to every promise of God.’ He means this—had Jesus never come we might have doubted the tremendous promises of God, might have argued that they were too good to be true. But a God who loves us so much that he gave us his Son is quite certain to fulfill every promise that he ever made. He is the personal guarantee of God that the greatest and the least of his promises are all true.”

v.22 “The sealing metaphor draws on ancient custom in Paul’s everyday world and could have a variety of meanings.  Something was sealed or stamped to indicate ownership. […]  The meaning of sealing in this text is controlled by the idea of marking ownership. They belong to God as God’s possession. Thus ‘sealing’ marks the beginning of God’s work in believers.

“We can also see theological significance of this metaphor beyond Paul’s use of it in the context to defend his integrity. God gives the Spirit as a first installment to those who believe in and serve him.

“1. It guarantees that our relationship with God is not something ephemeral but permanent and will continue beyond our death. The believers’ future destiny is assured in Christ. Having the deposit of the Spirit insures that we belong to the age to come. It provides surety that God will fulfill his promises and that believers in Christ will pass through the judgment unscathed.

“2. What is given is part of the whole. […] Believers therefore receive the Spirit at the time of their conversion (Gal 3:2–3). It brings what Christ has accomplished for them on the cross to fruition in believers’ lives and conveys into their lives God’s power that raised Christ from the dead.

“3. Believers do not receive a portion of the Spirit, but the Spirit is the installment that gives a foretaste and assures the glory that is to come. The Spirit makes present God’s future blessing.  It helps believers to evaluate the present suffering in light of the glorious future (see Rom 8:9–27).

“4. The final inheritance the Spirit guarantees is yet to be realized. Believers have not yet arrived at the heavenly goal.

“5. The deposit of the Spirit does not come without any strings attached. The metaphor of a deposit implies that those who receive the first installment obligate themselves to fulfill their part of the contract. Believers should understand that God gives the Spirit to empower them for service.”

2 Corinthians 2 – Commentary

vv.1-4 “Paul faced a dilemma. To come to Corinth might intensify the problems and the pain; to stay away would allow the problems to fester and make reconciliation even more difficult. Again, Paul’s affection for the church comes out. They are a source of joy to him, and when their relationship is out of sorts, his pain is multiplied. The ‘I’ in the Greek is emphatic, ‘if I am the one who causes you pain.’ If he adds to the sadness in some way, they can hardly cheer him. Paul’s solution for reconciling the situation was to write a painful letter of rebuke.”

vv.5-11 “Again we have a passage which is an echo of trouble and of unhappiness. When Paul had visited Corinth there had been a ring-leader to the opposition. This man had clearly personally insulted Paul who had insisted that discipline must be exercised upon him. The majority of the Corinthians had come to see that his conduct had not only hurt Paul, but had injured the good name of the whole Corinthian Church. Discipline had been exercised, but there were some who felt that it had not been sufficiently severe and who desired to impose a still greater punishment.  It is now that the supreme greatness of Paul emerges. His plea is that enough has been done; the man is now penitent and to exercise still further discipline would do far more harm than good. It might simply drive the man to despair, and to do that is not to serve Christ and the Church, but to offer an opportunity to Satan to lay hold upon the man. Had Paul been actuated by merely human motives he would have gloated over the hard fate of his former enemy. Nowhere does the majesty of his character better emerge than on this occasion, when, in the graciousness of his heart, he pleads for mercy on the man who had hurt him so much. Here is a supreme example of Christian conduct in face of injury and insult.”

2 Corinthians 3 – Commentary

v.2 “Paul contends that he needs no letters with them because they are his letter of commendation. The imagery again is striking. Instead of something written on paper with pen and ink, he pictures a divine letter inscribed on human hearts by the Spirit of the living God. The Corinthians are Paul’s letter to the world, having been engraved on his heart, known and read by everyone.” 
  

v.3 “There is a great truth here, which is at once an inspiration and an awful warning—every man is an open letter for Jesus Christ. Every Christian, whether he likes it or not, is an advertisement for Christianity. The honour of Christ is in the hands of his followers. We judge a shopkeeper by the kind of goods he sells; we judge a craftsman by the kind of articles he produces; we judge a Church by the kind of men it creates; and therefore men judge Christ by his followers.”

vv.4-11 “The old covenant was a deadly thing, because it produced a legal relationship between God and man. In effect it said, ‘If you wish to maintain your relationship with God, you must keep these laws.’ It thereby set up a situation in which God was essentially judge and man was essentially a criminal, forever in default before the bar of God’s judgment.

“The old covenant was deadly because it killed certain things. (a) It killed hope. There was never any hope that any man could keep it, human nature being what it is. It therefore could issue in nothing but frustration. (b) It killed life. Under it a man could earn nothing but condemnation; and condemnation meant death. (c) It killed strength. It was perfectly able to tell a man what to do, but it could not help him to do it.

“The new covenant was quite different. (a) It was a relationship of love. It came into being because God so loved the world. (b) It was a relationship between a father and his sons. Man was no longer the criminal in default, he was the son of God, even if a disobedient son. (c) It changed a man’s life, not by imposing a new code of laws on him, but by changing his heart. (d) It therefore not only told a man what to do but gave him the strength to do it. With its commandments it brought power.

“Paul goes on to contrast the two covenants. The old covenant was born in glory. When Moses came down from the mountain with the Ten Commandments, which are the code of the old covenant, his face shone with such a splendour that no one could look at it (Exodus 34:30). Obviously that was a transient splendour. It did not and it could not last. The new covenant, the new relationship which Jesus Christ makes possible between man and God, has a greater splendour which will never fade because it produces pardon and not condemnation, life and not death.”

v.12 “He now will contrast his ministry with that of Moses to make the point that if the ministry of the Spirit has a greater splendor, then its ministers can have a greater boldness.

“They also have a greater hope. ‘Hope’ does not refer, as it generally does in our culture, to some wistful daydream or airy optimism that may have little foundation in reality. Paul is not saying, ‘I hope this is true.’ ‘Hope’ denotes for him a supreme confidence grounded in divine realities (see 3:4).  The hope is so sure that it transforms how one understands and reacts to everything in the present. In this context Paul’s hope, his confidence, is that he serves in the ministry of the Spirit that makes hearts receptive to God. He serves in the ministry of righteousness that justifies sinners and in the ministry that abides forever. Consequently, his ministry is far more glorious than even that of Moses, since he is an instrument that makes the glory of God known to the world. This solid assurance gives him his boldness.”

vv.13-16 “The idea of the veil now takes hold of Paul’s mind and he uses it in different ways. He says that, when the Jews listen to the reading of the Old Testament, as they do every Sabbath day in the synagogue, a veil upon their eyes keeps them from seeing the real meaning of it. It ought to point them to Jesus Christ, but the veil keeps them from seeing that. We, too, may fail to see the real meaning of scripture because our eyes are veiled.

“(a) They may be veiled by prejudice. We, too, often go to scripture to find support for our own views rather than to find the truth of God.

“(b) They may be veiled by wishful thinking. Too often we find what we want to find, and neglect what we do not want to see. To take an example, we may delight in all the references to the love and the mercy of God, but pass over all the references to his wrath and judgment.

“(c) They may be veiled by fragmentary thinking. We should always regard the Bible as a whole. It is easy to take individual texts and criticize them. It is easy to prove that parts of the Old Testament are sub-Christian. It is easy to find support for private theories by choosing certain texts and passages and putting others aside. But it is the whole message that we must seek; and that is just another way of saying that we must read all scripture in the light of Jesus Christ.

“(iii) Not only is there a veil which keeps the Jews from seeing the real meaning of scripture; there is also a veil which comes between them and God.

“(a) Sometimes it is the veil of disobedience. Very often it is moral and not intellectual blindness which keeps us from seeing God. If we persist in disobeying him we become less and less capable of seeing him. The vision of God is to the pure in heart.

“(b) Sometimes it is the veil of the unteachable spirit. As the Scots saying has it, ‘There’s none so blind as those who winna see.’ The best teacher on earth cannot teach the man who knows it all already and does not wish to learn. God gave us free will, and, if we insist upon our own way, we cannot learn his.

“(iv) Paul goes on to say that we see the glory of the Lord with no veil upon our faces, and because of that we, too, are changed from glory into glory. Possibly what Paul means is that, if we gaze at Christ, we in the end reflect him. His image appears in our lives. It is a law of life that we become like the people we gaze at. People hero-worship someone and begin to reflect his ways. If we contemplate Jesus Christ, in the end we come to reflect him.”

v.17 “Where the Spirit is, says Paul, there is liberty. He means that so long as man’s obedience to God is conditioned by obedience to a code of laws he is in the position of an unwilling slave. But when it comes from the operation of the Spirit in his heart, the very centre of his being has no other desire than to serve God, for then it is not law but love which binds him. Many things which we would resent doing under compulsion for some stranger are a privilege to do for someone we love. Love clothes the humblest and the most menial tasks with glory. ‘In God’s service we find our perfect freedom.’”

2 Corinthians 4 – Commentary

vv.1-2 “This is confirmed by the parallel between 4:2 and 2:17b, which makes it clear that Paul’s preaching with sincerity has resulted from God’s conversion-call in his life and from the knowledge that he stands ‘in the sight of God,’ that is, before God as judge. Paul goes on to delineate three ways in which he has renounced the duplicitous maneuvers of his opponents, two negative and one positive. Negatively, Paul need not ‘use deception’ (lit., walk around in a cunning way) or ‘distort the word of God’ (4:2b). Positively, ‘by setting forth the truth plainly,’ Paul can ‘commend [himself] to every man’s conscience’ (4:2c). Because of his own clear conscience (cf. 1:12), he can boldly appeal to the conscience of others (cf. 3:12). Conversely, all whose consciences are likewise clean because of God’s mercy will accept this divine commendation of Paul’s ministry (cf. 2:15–16a). ”

vv.7-12 “Paul’s understanding of God’s sovereign design for affliction, once embraced, will dramatically transform our own experience whenever we too find ourselves in situations of suffering. When Christians suffer, they too, like Paul, can take courage from the fact that their lives will mediate to others the power of the resurrection, either through God’s act of deliverance or, even more profoundly, through the testimony of their endurance and holiness. Even though the circumstantial suffering that was an essential part of Paul’s call may be an occasional aspect of God’s will for all believers, all of us can follow Paul’s example of incurring the suffering that comes from considering the needs of others more important than our own.”

vv.13-18 “At the same time, it must be emphasized that suffering in and of itself is not the revelation of God’s power. Paul never glorifies affliction. Although the revelation of Christ’s power takes place in the paradox of Paul’s suffering, this paradox is not absolute. The cross is not itself glory, death is not itself life, weakness is not power (cf. 4:8–11, 16–18). Instead, Paul posits that deliverance, power, and renewal also exist in, through, and after suffering. Paul’s suffering is not the glory of Christ; Christ’s glory is mediated through Paul’s suffering. Believers are therefore to avoid circumstantial suffering and persecution whenever such avoidance does not hinder or compromise their calling, and to pray for healing and deliverance when sick (cf. Rom. 12:17–18; 1 Cor. 7:15; Phil. 4:4–7; 1 Tim. 5:23). 

“But the righteous do suffer (cf. Ps. 116:10 in 2 Cor. 4:13). And some, like Paul, are even called to do so for the sake of the gospel. God makes known his sovereignty and love by handing Paul over ‘to death for Jesus’ sake’ (4:11–12; cf. 1 Cor. 4:9; 2 Cor. 2:14) and then by sustaining him through it so that he may be able to endure in faith (2 Cor. 4:8–10; cf. 1 Cor. 10:13; Phil. 2:15–28). It is Paul’s ability to endure and rejoice in the midst of adversity that reveals ‘the life of Jesus’ to others. Anyone can worship Santa Claus. In stark contrast, the ultimate testimony to God’s power is the praise that arises in the midst of affliction because of our conviction that God is at work in and through our suffering for a future good so great that all present suffering seems ‘light and momentary’ (4:14–17).”

2 Corinthians 5 – Commentary

vv.1-4  “In 5:2, Paul’s confidence in God’s future provision (4:13–5:1) causes him, like all believers, to ‘groan’ in the midst of his present suffering as he longs to inherit the glory God has in store for him in Christ—that is, ‘to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling’ (see Rom. 8:22–25).  Hence, the ‘building from heaven’ that is the object of Paul’s longing in 5:2 is the same ‘building from God’ referred to in 5:1, namely, resurrection life in the eternal age to come. 

“Paul’s point is that the groaning of anticipation that comes from this longing is itself evidence that God has promised believers more to come than the moaning of suffering and death.”

vv.6-9 “Verses 8–9 restate verses 6–7, unpacking the implications of what it means to know that one is still ‘away from the Lord’ and of what living by faith looks like. In regard to the former, viewing the present from the perspective of the future means that our values and desires are radically altered. Instead of desiring a prolonged life on earth, we prefer to be ‘at home with the Lord’ (cf. Phil. 1:23). Concerning the latter, living by faith is being confident that the eternal glory of ‘what is unseen’ is certain and secure for believers and that it ‘far outweighs’ any suffering of this world (4:17–18), so that the believer would trade this world for the world to come in a moment (5:8). Hence, to live by faith also means that, ‘whether we are at home in the body or away from it’—that is, whether we live or die—we aim to please the Lord, not ourselves (5:9; cf. 5:15; Phil. 3:1–13; cf. Rom. 12:1–2; 14:17–18; Eph. 5:10; Phil. 4:18; Col. 3:20).”

vv.6-10 “Paul’s declarations of his confidence for the future, of his ambition in the present, and of Christ’s role as universal judge are as significant today as they were in the materialistic and pluralistic world of the first century. In view of our culture’s belief in some kind of universal spiritual future for all humankind, combined with a growing New Age emphasis on reincarnation, the challenge of pluralism, and the lack of consistent teaching in many churches, we must once again stake out four important boundary markers of a distinctively Christian worldview: 

· There is a universal judgment to come, not just for some people, but for all, including Christians. 

· Christ alone is the One who judges. 

· Only those who have experienced the mercy and power of God in Christ can have confidence as they anticipate this coming day of reckoning. 

· The only basis of confidence on the Judgment Day is the good deeds that constitute living by faith. 

“These points need to be driven home in a culture in which 85 percent of Americans consider themselves to be Christian, even though half of all adults believe you can lead a full and satisfying life without spirituality of any kind.”

v.13  “More than once Paul was thought to be crazy (Acts 26:24).  He was suffering the same misunderstanding as Jesus suffered (Mark 3:21).  The real enthusiast always runs the risk of seeming crazy to lukewarm people.”

5:16-17  “Paul’s statement in 5:16a most likely refers back to the practice of his opponents, who continue to criticize Paul’s ministry because of its lack of worldly status due to his suffering and apparent lack of spiritual power (cf. 10:1–6, 10). Paul understands this way of thinking, since he himself ‘once regarded Christ in this way’ (i.e., ‘according to the flesh’). Apart from the resurrection, Jesus’ death on the cross could only mean that he had been cursed by God for his own sin (cf. Deut. 21:23; Gal. 3:13).” 

2 Corinthians 6 – Commentary

v.1 “Paul directs his call for reconciliation specifically to the Corinthians (5:20), and he implores them not to receive God’s grace in vain (eis kenon).   The grace refers to God’s reconciling work in Christ. Paul apparently took this warning to heart himself. He wrote to the Corinthians about his call to be an apostle: ‘But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect [kene]. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me’ (1 Cor 15:10). He assumes that they have received God’s grace, but what would make it all for nothing? Lapide cites Anselm: ‘He receives grace into a vacuum … who does not work with it, who does not give it his heart, and who, through sloth, makes that grace ineffectual, by not doing all that he can to express it in good works.’   This interpretation makes this statement an applicable warning to all Christians, but Paul has something more specific in view for the Corinthians than allowing God’s grace to produce fruit in their Christian life. The admonition that follows in 6:14–7:1 suggests that their continuing association with idols would cause their faith to founder on the rocks.”

v.3 “Paul now moves on to present what is commendable about his ministry. He commends himself by his purity of motives and the evident power of God that has sustained him through all his trials and afflictions. His deeds match his words.   Paul lets the Corinthians know that he is just such a man whom God has enabled to hold up under every pressure. In listing his qualities he is trying indirectly to encourage them to emulate his cruciform life. His life and work are ‘a model and example of his message.’ 

“Paul expresses the purpose of his upright behavior: ‘so that our ministry will not be discredited.’ The apostle is not concerned about his own personal reputation but the reputation of the ministry and its effectiveness (see Phil 1:15–18). The censure he dreads does not come from humans but from God (see 1 Cor 4:2–5). To be discredited before humans is one thing; to be discredited before God is quite another. People inevitably find fault with human ministers, and trying to avoid this by ministering ‘defensively,’ skirting around anything that might evoke possible criticism, will still meet with criticism. Worse, a ministry directed by what others might think is so neutralized that it is ultimately worthless to God.”
 

THE PROBLEM THAT faced Paul is much the same as that which faces many contemporary ministers in their proclamation of the gospel. Now, as then, suffering and weakness call into question the power of the Spirit. But Paul is relentless in his response: The greatest display of God’s power is not the absence of pain or the presence of a miracle, but Paul’s faithful endurance in the midst of adversity, through which God "makes many [others] rich" (6:10). This section’s climactic appeal in 6:13 flows out of the reality of the presence of God in Paul’s life, a reality that radically transforms the significance of his circumstances.”

“In adducing his experiences of endurance through good times and bad as a testimony to the "open" condition of his "heart" and "affection" toward the Corinthians (6:11), Paul is not detailing a series of cold, calculated decisions to "gut it out" for the sake of the Corinthians. Paul is not to be pitied. He is not a masochist. The Corinthians are his "boast" (1:14; cf. 7:4; 8:24; 9:2) and a great source of joy in his life (cf. 7:7). His ministry grows out of such a "depth of … love" for them (cf. 2:4) that Paul would even be willing to die on their behalf (cf. 7:3). And Paul is not giving a news report. His words in this section are filled with pathos. As the Corinthians’ father, his appeal in this passage is pastoral and his tone affectionate. One can hear the emotion in his voice as he calls the Corinthians by name in 6:11 and breaks from his "apostolic plural" into the first person singular in 6:13. In short, Paul is speaking from his "heart."

vv.14-18 “There are certain Old Testament pictures behind this. Paul begins by urging the Corinthians not to be joined to unbelievers in an alien yoke. Undoubtedly that goes back to the old commandment in Deuteronomy 22:10, ‘You shall not plough with an ox and an ass together.’ (cp. Leviticus 19:19). The idea is that there are certain things which are fundamentally incompatible and were never meant to be brought together. It is impossible for the purity of the Christian and the pollution of the pagan to run in double harness.

“In the demand, ‘What has the temple of God to do with idols?’ Paul’s thought is going back to such incidents as Manasseh bringing a graven image into the temple of God (2 Kings 21:1–9), and, in the later days, Josiah utterly destroying such things (2 Kings 23:3 ff.). Or he is thinking of such abominations as are described in Ezekiel 8:3–18. Men had sometimes tried to associate the temple of God with idol worship, and the consequences had been terrible.

“The whole passage is a rousing summons not to hold any fellowship with unbelievers. It is a challenge to the Corinthians to keep themselves unspotted from the world.”

2 Corinthians 7 - Commentary

v.1 “Defilement ‘of body and spirit’ means that the entire person, externally and internally, is corrupted by idolatrous practices in much the same way that sexual relations with a prostitute corrupts both body and spirit (1 Cor 6:15–18). Paul still must convince some in Corinth that participation in anything publicly associated with idols endangers their spiritual lives.

“Therefore Paul calls them to perfect their ‘holiness.’ The verb ‘to perfect’ (epitelein) means ‘to bring to completion,’ ‘to bring to its intended goal’ and does not mean that they are to become perfect.   In the greetings of both letters to the Corinthians, Paul emphasizes that they have been set apart (1 Cor 1:2) and called to be ‘holy ones’ (‘saints,’ ‘those who are set apart,’ 1 Cor 1:2; 2 Cor 1:1). Barnett comments, ‘The holiness that is to be perfected is covenantal rather than developmental or progressive in character.’ Holiness is ‘something that God gives to Christians (1 Cor 1:30; 2 Thess 2:13) but also something Christians strive to complete (1 Cor 7:34; 1 Thess 4:1–8; Rom 6:19), as well as something that God will ultimately complete (1 Thess 3:13).’”

vv.8-9 “Paul’s sole object in giving rebuke was to enable people to be what they ought to be. By his rebuke he wished the Corinthians to see the real earnestness they possessed for him in spite of their disobedience and their trouble-making. Such a course might for the moment cause pain, but its ultimate object was not the pain; it was not to knock them down, but to lift them up; it was not to discourage them, but to encourage them; it was not simply to eradicate the evil, but to make the good grow.”

vv.10-11 “A godly sorrow produces a true repentance, and a true repentance is one which demonstrates its sorrow by its deeds. The Corinthians proved their repentance by doing everything they could to mend the wretched situation that their thoughtless conduct had produced. Now they hated the sin they had committed, and even hated themselves for committing it, and they laboured to atone for it.   A worldly sorrow is not really sorrow at all in one sense but it is not sorrow for its sin or for the hurt it may have caused others; it is only resentment that it has been found out. If it got the chance to do the same thing again and thought it could escape the consequences, it would do it. A godly sorrow is a sorrow which has come to see the wrongness of the thing it did. It is not just the consequences of the thing it regrets; it hates the thing itself. We must be very careful that our sorrow for sin is not merely sorrow that we have been found out, but sorrow which, seeing the evil of the sinful thing is determined never to do it again and has dedicated the rest of its life to atone, by God’s grace, for what it has done.”

2 Corinthians 8 - Commentary

v.1 “One of the schemes that lay nearest to Paul’s heart was the collection that he was organizing for the Church of Jerusalem. This was the Mother Church but she was poor, and it was Paul’s desire that all the Gentiles’ Churches should remember and help that Church which was their mother in the faith. So here he reminds the Corinthians of their duty and urges them to generosity.”

v.2-5 “The Macedonians experienced an upwelling of generosity during a severe test of affliction. The New Testament evidence suggests that they were no strangers to persecution (see Acts 16:20; 17:50; Phil 1:29–30; 1 Thess 1:6; 2:14; 3:3–4). […]

“The Macedonians also suffered from extreme poverty that Paul vividly expresses as ‘down to depths of poverty.’ Persecution and social ostracism probably caused this rock bottom poverty. Their poverty matches that of the saints in Jerusalem that was also caused by persecution and may have generated their empathy with them.  In spite of persecution and poverty, they experienced an abundance of joy, which resulted in a wealth of generosity (the Greek uses cognates, ‘the abundance of their joy abounded …’). 

“In the New Testament the Christian’s experience of joy has no correlation to his or her outward circumstances. Paradoxically, Christians can experience joy in the midst of great persecution and personal suffering.  Poverty overflowing into wealth also may seem paradoxical, but it fits the crazy-quilt logic of the gospel: joy + severe affliction + poverty = wealth. Here, wealth relates to a wealth of generosity and joy multiplied.”

“He tells them how generous the Macedonian Churches had been. They were poor and in trouble but they gave all they had, far more than anyone could have expected. At the Jews Feast of Purim there is a regulation which says that, however poor a man is, he must find someone poorer than himself and give him a gift. It is not always those who are most wealthy who are most generous; often those who have least to give are the most ready to give. As the common saying has it, ‘It is the poor who help the poor,’ because they know what poverty is like.’”

vv.10-11 “Paul does not command them on this matter but does give them authoritative counsel (see 1 Cor 7:25, 40). He wants to motivate them through reasoning since genuine benevolence for others is not something that is created by dint of a command. He also does not want to seem to criticize them, but he does want to tell him what he thinks is best. Their original intention was good, but if they do not carry it out, it would make them look bad. Paul shows his affirming leadership style by praising what can be praised, namely, their willingness to commit to the ministry in the first place, and by permitting ‘the Corinthians’ self-respect to function as an internal incentive.’* But he clearly, if subtly, communicates that talk is cheap; now is the time to produce. Boswell’s old adage that the road to hell is paved with good intentions applies. Therefore Paul thinks it is in their best interest to complete what they were so willing to start because: (1) they have already begun and they should not leave something undone (8:11); (2) nothing is accomplished if what is started is not finished; (3) they get no credit for initial enthusiasm that disintegrates before the task is finished.”

vv.8:13-15 “Stinginess has a way of expressing itself through suspicion of others and rationalizing its tightfisted ways. Paul is aware that some miserly members of the congregation might gripe, ‘Others will be profiting from our hard earned money.’ ‘We have to bear the brunt of the burden while the poor get rich off us.’ ‘We have enough financial troubles of our own, why should we have to help others we do not even know?’ Paul is realistic; unless one has the spirit of Christ, one does not want to bear a greater burden so that others might be relieved. He therefore tries to deflect any possible complaint by assuring them that the Jerusalem church is not going to live the high life from these gifts.”

vv.19-20 Money is a sensitive issue and frequently sparks controversy, and Paul reminds them that this fund is a ‘grace’ that is ‘being ministered’ by us for the purpose of bringing glory to the Lord and to show our good will (8:19). Then he explains that he is taking every precaution to be above reproach. By having these well-known representatives from Macedonia accompany Titus, Paul makes it clear that he does not intend for this project to line his own pockets. With someone appointed by other churches and not by Paul, there can be no doubts about his own honesty regarding what will happen to the funds. Paul recognizes that the power of one’s witness corresponds directly to one’s reputation for integrity. He cannot allow the project to become shrouded in malicious rumors that all is not above board. He therefore takes steps to ensure that there be not the slightest hint of any impropriety.

2 Corinthians 9 - Commentary

vv.1-5 Paul is dealing with the collection for the saints at Jerusalem. But now it becomes clear that he has been encouraging the Corinthians to generosity by quoting the example of the Macedonians (8:1–5), and at the same time encouraging the Macedonians by quoting the Corinthians! And now he is just a little afraid that the Corinthians may let him down!
 

“[T]he real way to give is under love’s compulsion, to give because one cannot help giving, to give because the sight of a soul in need wakens a desire that cannot be stilled. This is in fact to give in God’s way; it was because he so loved the world that he gave his Son.

“Paul’s great desire is that the gift of the Corinthians should be ready and not have to be collected at the last moment.”

vv.6-9 “Paul insists that no man was ever the loser because he was generous. Giving is like sowing seed. The man who sows with a sparing hand cannot hope for anything but a meagre harvest, but the man who sows with a generous hand will in due time reap a generous return. The New Testament is an extremely practical book and one of its great features is that it is never afraid of the reward motive. It never says that goodness is all to no purpose. It never forgets that something new and wonderful enters into the life of the man who accepts God’s command as his law.

“But the rewards that the New Testament envisages are never material. It promises not the wealth of things, but the wealth of the heart and of the spirit.”

 “Paul’s goal was not to attain an inner detachment from material things through some sort of Stoic self-mastery, but a recognition that God is the giver of all things. Perhaps nothing today is more radical than to assert that God, not our own ‘Self,’ is responsible for all that we are and have. Our resources originate from him as a blessing, not from us as an expression of what we deserve. This insight is as profoundly life-changing as it is simple. That God is the giver of everything is the foundation of our giving to others. The key to generosity is not caring less about what we have in the world, but caring more about God’s purposes in granting to us his gifts.

“Wealth is a gift of God, freely given as an expression of God’s commitment to his people; hence, for those who trust in him, it can be freely given away. ‘Cheerful givers’ are not so by nature. Only those who realize that they have received great benefits from God have both the material means and inner disposition to become cheerful givers.”

vv.10-15 “[Paul] holds that giving does wonderful things for three different persons.

“(i) It does something for others. (a) It relieves their need. Many a time, when a man was at his wit’s end, a gift from someone else has seemed nothing less than a gift from heaven. (b) It restores their faith in their fellow men. It often happens that, when a man is in need, he grows embittered and feels himself neglected. It is then that a gift shows him that love and kindness are not dead. (c) It makes them thank God. A gift in a time of need is something which brings not only our love but also God’s love into the lives of others.

“(ii) It does something for ourselves. (a) It guarantees our Christian profession. In the case of the Corinthians that was specially important. No doubt the Jerusalem Church, which was almost entirely Jewish, still regarded the Gentiles with suspicion and wondered in its heart of hearts if Christianity could be for them at all. The very fact of the gift of the Gentile Churches must have guaranteed to them the reality of Gentile Christianity. If a man is generous it enables others to see that he has turned his Christianity not only into words but into deeds as well. (b) It wins us both the love and the prayers of others. What is needed in this world more than anything else is something which will link a man to his fellow men. There is nothing so precious as fellowship, and generosity is an essential step on the way to real union between man and man.

“(iii) It does something for God. It makes prayers of thanksgiving go up to him. Men see our good deeds and glorify not us but God. It is a tremendous thing that something we can do can turn men’s hearts to God, for that means that something we can do can bring joy to him.

“Finally, Paul turns the thoughts of the Corinthians to the gift of God in Jesus Christ, a gift whose wonder can never be exhausted and whose story can never be fully told; and, in so doing, he says to them, ‘Can you, who have been so generously treated by God, be anything else but generous to your fellow men?’”

2 Corinthians 10 – Commentary

vv.1-2 “After pleading for the Corinthians to renew their zeal for the collection for the saints of Jerusalem, Paul takes up again his own cause and the issue of his supposed lack of boldness when he is at close quarters with the Corinthians. He makes clear that he is not spoiling for a fight. He does not want to have to be hard on them when he next returns to Corinth, but he does want to remove all doubts about his supposed shortage of courage in face-to-face confrontations. He is fully prepared to confront them in person. Paul launches this appeal to cut off any possible support for the meddling false apostles so that his upcoming visit will not be another painful one. His entreaty in vv. 1–2 introduces two key ideas that he will address: (1) the mistaken opinion of some that he wavers between boldness in his letters and timidity in person, and (2) his own conviction that his style of ministry is modeled after Christ.”

vv.3-6 “The opponents think that Paul is ‘humble,’ but he will not cower and grovel before his detractors. He employs a series of martial metaphors in 10:3-6 to reinforce this point. He wages war (10:3); he has weapons of warfare to destroy strongholds (10:4); he tears down raised obstacles (10:5); he takes captives (10:6); and he stands on military alert, ready to punish the rebels (10:6). […] ‘To wage war according to the flesh’ (NIV, ‘to wage war as the world does’) means that one relies on flimsy human resources that are void of any divine power and that one is likely to resort to shameful, underhanded means to gain the desired victory. Paul’s methods are not fleshly methods. He does not rely on cunning or deception to insure that he will win. His power is God’s power, which means that he fights according to God’s rules of engagement. He has an arsenal of powerful, divine weapons at his disposal. […]

“Paul therefore has every intention of taking captive every thought for Christ. The word translated ‘thought’ (noema) is rendered elsewhere as ‘mind’ and ‘design.’ It is connected in this letter to the activities of Satan, either as part of Satan’s designs to outwit us (2:11), or as the object of Satan’s assault. In 3:14 the minds of the Israelites were hardened, necessitating Moses’ veil. In 4:4 Paul says that the minds of unbelievers have been blinded by the God of this world to keep them from seeing the light of gospel of the glory of Christ. In 11:3 he candidly says that Satan has ensnared the Corinthians ‘thoughts’ in the same way he deceived Eve. Satan holds their minds hostage, and Paul is prepared to fight a pitched battle to liberate them.”

vv.7-18 “Paul continues to answer his critics; and we are faced with the same problem that we are hearing only one side of the argument and can only deduce what the criticisms were from Paul’s reply to them.
“(i) It seems clear that at least some of Paul’s opponents asserted that he did not belong to Christ in the same way as they did. Perhaps they were still casting up at him the fact that once he had been the arch-persecutor of the Church. Perhaps they claimed special knowledge. Perhaps they claimed a special holiness. In any event they looked down on Paul and glorified themselves and their own relationship to Christ.

“Any religion which makes a man look down upon his fellow men and think himself better than they, is not true religion. […] There can be no finer definition of the Church than a fellowship of forgiven sinners. When a man realizes that it is to such a fellowship he belongs there is no longer any room for pride. The trouble with the arrogant Christian is that he feels rather that Christ belongs to him than that he belongs to Christ.”

2 Corinthians 11 - Commentary

v.2  “According to Jewish betrothal customs in the New Testament era, a father pledged his daughter to her future husband and was then responsible for her purity until the marriage took place (cf. Deut. 22:13-24).  In the same way, Paul is fighting for the faithfulness of the Corinthians because of their current temptation to commit spiritual adultery.”

vv.7-11  “Given the precarious situation of itinerant craftsmen in Paul’s day, 11:8-9 reports that Paul’s ministry of self-support in Corinth was made possible in that the Macedonian churches supplemented Paul’s income when needed.  Thus, the Macedonians’ generosity as an expression of God’s grace (cf. 8:1), combined with Paul’s self-support as an extension of the gospel of Christ (cf. 1 Cor. 8:13; 9:19-22; 10:24, 33; 2 Cor. 2:17), made it possible for him not to ‘burden’ the Corinthians.  There is therefore no basis for his opponents’ accusation that Paul is somehow using the ministry or the collection to serve his own ends (cf. 12:16-18).  His ‘robbing’ other churches for the sake of his ministry in Corinth was not a scam but an expression of Christ-like love, both on Paul’s part and on the part of those who gave.  This is why Paul pledges to continue his practice of not relying on the Corinthians financially—he will not put any stumbling block in the way of the gospel.”

vv.13-15  “Paul must set himself up as the criterion for true apostleship because of the deceptive nature of his opponents, who are ‘masquerading as apostles of Christ’ (11:13).  This is no innocent misunderstanding on their part.  The verb translated ‘masquerading’ signifies the idea ‘to change the form of,’ here to signify ‘disguising oneself.’  The opponents are ‘deceitful workmen’ in that, though false or pseudo-apostles, they are pretending to be genuine apostles.”

vv.16-21  “Paul knows where his argument is leading, that is, that he is about to boast in his human distinctives.  Again, desperate situations demand desperate measures.  But before he goes down this path, Paul hesitates yet again in 11:16-21a in order to make it clear just how inappropriate such boasting actually is. Understood in this way, Paul’s statement in 11:16 refers back to 11:1.  Despite the fact that he is about to boast in himself, no one should take him to be a real ‘fool’ for doing so. […]  Nevertheless, Paul feels compelled to conform to such boasting for the sake of winning back the Corinthians, since they are gladly bearing with Paul’s opponents, the real fools (11:18-19a).”

vv.22-29  “His evidence for being a better minister of Christ begins with his labors (‘with regard to labors, far more’) and immediately merges into a hardship list of great proportions (11:23-28).  Once again, Paul’s ministry is ironically best measured by the difficulties, adversities, afflictions, and setbacks he has encountered and surmounted in his representation of the gospel (see also 1:3-11; 4:7-10; 6:4-10).  Once again, hardships endured in the service of the gospel are Paul’s best evidence and confirmation of his faithfulness and dependability with regard to the gospel and to the call to service.  Nothing deters Paul.  The longer and more detailed the list—and this is the longest in all of Paul’s letters—the more attestation that Paul has placed the gospel first and has pursued its propagation with a singleness of purpose that cannot be thwarted and that should not be underestimated.”

vv.22-23  “In verses 22-23b Paul matches his opponents’ foolish boast element for element.  Paul too can boast in his ethnic identity as a Jew (he is a member of the Hebrew nation; cf. Phil.3:5), in his religious identity as a member of God’s chosen people (he is an Israelite; cf. Rom. 1:4; 11:1), and in his identity as part of the remnant who have received the Spirit as the true descendants of Abraham (cf. Rom. 9:6-9; 11:1-6; Gal. 3:8, 16, 29).  If heritage makes one an apostle, then Paul can claim the heritage of the most esteemed Jewish apostles.[…] But this way of arguing is madness.  It denies the very basis of apostolic authority itself: the call of the risen Christ to take on the character of the crucified Christ.”

vv.28-29  “Paul’s final point about his service to Christ relates to the inward wear and tear on his mind and soul, something even more difficult to bear than his physical sufferings.  There were sleepless nights arising from his anxiety about one or another of his churches.  There is evidence of this pressure in our letter.  Worry about Corinth led him to leave off evangelization in Troas (2:12-13).  After sending the intermediate or painful letter, he was for a while torn by regret (7:8).  The language he uses about his opponents (11:12-15) indicates how much he must have been worried by what was happening in Corinth.”

2 Corinthians 12 – Commentary

v.1 “Paul is reticent to speak about such things (visions and revelations) because he does not believe that recounting one’s extraordinary mystical visions will do anything to build up the community.  It only serves to build up the teller’s ego and therefore is perilous.  It certainly offers no proof of apostleship.  History is littered with the tales of frauds who have seduced and deluded followers by claiming to have some divine mission from some divine vision.  Consequently, Paul’s rehearses this extraordinary episode in a way that only stresses how useless it is to prove anything about him.  True apostleship is established by the building up of the community (1 Cor 14:3-5,26; 2 Cor 5:13), not by how many ecstatic experiences one can claim.”

vv.2-3 “I know a man . . . this man. Paul's hesitancy to boast of his visions is reflected in his use of the third person (as if it had happened to someone else). the third heaven (i.e., the highest; see 1 Kings 8:27; 2 Chron. 2:6; Neh. 9:6; Ps. 148:4). This phrase does not imply belief in a simplistic “three-story universe” but reflects a commonsense distinction between (1) the atmosphere where birds can be seen to fly, (2) the higher area where the sun, moon, and stars can be seen, and (3) the unseen realm where God dwells. This third area is equated with paradise (Gk. paradeisos, a Persian loan-word used in the Septuagint to refer to the garden of Eden [see Gen. 2:8–10; 13:10; Isa. 51:3; Ezek. 28:13; 31:8–9] but in the NT to refer to a place of blessedness where God dwells [Luke 23:43; Rev. 2:7]). Both terms would be recognized by Jewish readers as references to the realm of God's direct presence.”

“Private mystical experiences have no value for the church because they cannot be adequately communicated to others.  They are useless in trying to make arguments in a public forum that requires logical argument.  The danger of basing teaching on private heavenly revelations is that it will create a division between those blessed with such visions and the rank and file who are not.  Matthew 28:19-20 makes clear that the teaching of the church is based on what Jesus had already commanded on earth, not on the latest visions from paradise.”

v.6 “Validation as God’s minister does not come from one’s own self-endorsement or from otherworldly experiences.  […]  What is important are not the transcendent moments when he has become spiritually airborne, but his obedience in the daily chore of preaching the gospel faithfully despite ‘weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and difficulties’ (12:10).”

v.7 “a thorn was given me (by God, who is sovereign over all things) in the flesh, a messenger of Satan. The nature of this ‘thorn’ or ‘messenger’ is much disputed. The most frequently proposed possibilities include: (1) Paul's inner psychological struggles (such as grief over his earlier persecution of the church, or sorrow over Israel's unbelief, or continuing temptations); (2) Paul's opponents, who continued to persecute him (cf. Num. 33:55 and Ezek. 28:24, where thorns refer to Israel's enemies); (3) some kind of physical affliction (possibly poor eyesight, malaria fever, or severe migraine headaches); or (4) some kind of demonic harassment (‘a messenger of Satan’). Most commentators cautiously prefer some form of the third view, since ‘thorn in the flesh’ would seem to suggest a physical condition.”

“The word translated ‘thorn’ occurs only here in the New Testament.  It refers to something pointed such as a stake for impaling, a medical instrument, or a thorn.  ‘Stake’ would be a better translation, though ‘thorn’ has dominated English renderings of the word.  The metaphor carries ‘the notion of something sharp and painful which sticks deeply in the flesh and in the will of God defies extracting.’”
  

“The ambiguity about what Paul’s stake in the flesh might be allows others to identify their own personal ‘thorns’ with Paul’s and to appropriate the theological lesson.  Stakes in the flesh are not good, but they also are not bad because they may convey a word from God if we are attuned to hear it.  What is important to Paul is the theological word-to-the-wise that his stake in the flesh provided him.  It was a constant reminder of God’s grace and God’s power working through him.”

v.9 “We learn from the message given to Paul that God’s grace is not just the unmerited favor that saves us but a force that also sustains us throughout our lives.  The modifier ‘my’ in ‘my power,’ is important.  Paul is not speaking about power in general, but ‘the power of Christ’ revealed in the crucifixion and resurrection: ‘For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s power.  Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him to serve you (13:4).”

“Illusions of our own strength cause us to overlook divine power and results in our rebelliousness against God.  For this reason God brings low the proud who lift themselves up and believe their own hype that they are special in and of themselves.  God requires total, unconditional surrender of our pride.  In Paul’s situation God’s grace did not come to him as a prop for his failing strength, but as the decisive question: ‘Will you surrender, utterly surrender, to God’s dealing—will you know yourself to be a sinner before God?’ When we accept our own weakness, we then also learn that we must totally rely upon God.”

v.11 “super-apostles. Paul was probably using a sarcastic title to describe the false apostles who were troubling the Corinthian church, by preaching ‘another Jesus’ and ‘a different gospel’ (see vv. 4, 13–15; see also 12:11). Although Paul may have been unskilled in speaking (lacking formal training in rhetoric), his knowledge of the gospel greatly surpassed that of his opponents.”

vv.14-15 “Paul continues the theme of being a loving parent (11:11) with emphatic expressions: but I will gladly spend everything I have and will be spent for your souls.  Here is the best litmus test for the sign of an apostle.  A true apostle of the crucified Christ is one who is willing to spend and be spent on behalf of a congregation.  He serves at great cost to himself for the great benefit of others.  They should recognize the depth of his love for them from the magnitude of his sacrifices enumerated in 11:23-29.”

2 Corinthians 13 - Commentary

vv.1-2 “According to Acts 18:1-17, Paul had an extended mission in Corinth when he founded the church.  The second visit was painful and short.  It was unplanned and undertaken to quell rebellion in Corinth.  Paul’s grievous confrontation with an individual in the church caused him to cut the visit short.  Though he sounds annoyed and disturbed in this section of the letter and paints an alarming picture of a church infested with strife and immorality, he has been successful enough through the severe letter and the personal intervention of Titus, and, he trusts, through this letter, to reestablish his authority over the church.  He therefore warns them that he comes ready to punish every disobedience and to purge all pockets of resistance.”

v.5 “‘To see whether you are in the faith’ may also be translated ‘to see whether you are holding the faith’ (RSV).  ‘Faith’ here does not refer simply to trust in Christ, which is its primary meaning in Paul’s usage, but to the whole Christian way and truth (Titus 1:13; 2:2).  It is not a matter of examining their doctrines, however, but of bringing their conduct and thinking into conformity with their belief in Christ.”

“The test to see if Christ is in the Corinthians will be their response to Paul and his call to repent, since God's message and the messenger are one (5:18–6:2).”

v.9 “The noun translated ‘perfection’ appears only here in the New Testament.  The verb form is more common and is used for restoring something to its original condition or to make it fit for its purpose.  […] The verb form also appears in the New Testament with the sense of restoring something that is damaged, such as fishing nets (Matt 4:21; Mark 1:19), supplying what is lacking in a church’s faith (1 Thess 3:10) […] and restoring a church member who is caught in a sin (Gal 6:1).  This last usage best fits the context of Corinthians. Paul is not talking about their ‘perfection’ but their ‘reclamation.’  […] The Corinthians need reconditioning, restoring.  They need to reknit their relationship with Paul, their relationship with one another, and their relationship with the crucified and resurrected Christ.  […] The goal of the Corinthians’ restoration is that they will do what is pleasing to God (5:9).”
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