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Mark Inductive Bible Study Training 





WHAT IS AN INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY?
This may be understood more clearly, if contrasted with a “deductive” Bible study.  A deductive Bible study begins from a point that the teacher is trying to make, and then uses a number of scripture verses and examples to support that conclusion. Most sermons and Bible studies are conducted this way.

An "inductive" Bible study, on the other hand begins with the raw text of scripture, and encourages participants to read the text and draw conclusions directly from the text itself says. This is an important learning method that uses questions to elicit thought and learning. It also trains people to study the Bible better, since it teaches them to ask questions which help them understand what is going on, what is being said, and how that relates to the rest of the passage.

PREPARING AN INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY
1) Read through the text 2-3 times in order to familiarize yourself with the text as whole.

2) Select a key verse and title for the section of text that you are studying. 

3) An inductive Bible study consists of three types of questions:  observation, analysis/discussion and application.  These categories often overlap.
4) Write questions based on each verse, starting with the observation question.  

5) Answer the observation question, and based on this, move on to the analysis question.  The answer to this question should yield some insights. 

6) Finally, write the application directly, or write an application question and answer.  

	Type of Question
	Explanation
	General type of question

	Observation: what does the text say?  


	Questions that can be answered from the text.

Ask the qustions: who, what, when, where, why and how?


	Who is/are the main character(s)?

What is this person like?

What did they do or say?

What happens before or after this verse?

Where does this take place?

Why did the author record this event?

How did this take place?

	Analysis:  What does the text mean?
	Based on an observation that was made, this question should cause one to explore the deeper meaning behind the observation.


	What is the meaning of the message?

What are these people like?

What might be the purpose in saying this?

Why? - Why was this written?

Why would the author say so much, or so little about this?

What is interesting about this event or passage?

	Application:  How does this work out in my life?
	After interpretation, need to ask what implications does this have on us today, our lifestyles, worldview…


	How should Christians today put this into practice?

What changes does this require in my own life?

What areas of my life should be brought under examination through this text?

How is this relevant to me, our church, this society?


Example:  

Matthew 1: 18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.

	Observation
	Analysis
	Application

	Q: What kind of person was Joseph?  A: Righteous

Q: What was he going to do?  

A: divorce her quietly

Q: Why?  

A: because he did not want to expose her to public disgrace
	Q: What does it mean to be righteous?

A: It means to be other centered.

It means to show mercy to those who hurt you.
	Q: How can I show mercy to people in my life?

A: Is there someone toward whom I feel vengeful whom I need to forgive?





