Sample Mark Inductive Bible Study


3/7/10


March 2, 2010 (Tue) Text: Mark 2:1-12
	Title and Key verse:

v.10 Jesus has the authority to forgive sins

	Observation
	Observation/Analysis/Application Questions

	List key words from the text, or clusters of related words, or words that contrast.

- some men, paralytic, carried by four

- made an opening, digging through it, lowered the mat

- sitting there, thinking to themselves, “why are you thinking these things?”

What are some unusual or interesting things to notice in the text?

- they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd

- Jesus saw their faith

- why did Jesus say “Son, your sins are forgiven” as the first thing?


	O: WHO are the characters in this story? Jesus, paralytic, four friends, crowd, teachers of the law
D: WHAT did each of them do and what can we learn about them?

Jesus:  He drew a whole crowd to him, he preached to them, he forgave and healed the paralytic, he engaged in a conversation with the teachers of the law and exposed their false thinking

Paralytic: He let his friends bring him to Jesus by carrying him on his mat.  He must’ve been pretty humble and desperate or at min, he trusted his friends to do this

Friends of the Paralytic:  They brought their paralytic friend to Jesus.  They were not daunted by obstacles and they went through extensive trouble to bring their friend to Jesus.

Crowd: They came to hear Jesus.  They were amazed and praised God

Teachers of the law: They sat there being critical of what Jesus was doing.  

A: Which of these characters do I most resemble?

Friends

O: WHO brought the paralytic to Jesus? four friends of the paralytic

O: WHAT obstacles did they meet? They could not get in because of the crowd

O: WHAT did they do with the obstacle? They made an opening in the roof, after digging through it, lowered the mat

O: WHAT did Jesus call what they did? Faith

D: WHAT is interesting about the fact that it says Jesus “saw” their faith?  How does this match with some people’s view of faith? What can I learn about faith through this?   Some people think that faith is something that’s mostly internal but the biblical concept of faith always leads to action and therefore faith is something that other s should be able to see.  (James 2:17 faith not accompanied by action is dead)

A: How does this passage provide encouragement for me to be faithful?  What does being faithful look like?

Paralytic

D: Why did it require four people to bring paralytic?  Because he had to be carried and could not come by himself

D: What might the paralytic have felt as he was being carried to Jesus, as his friends were making an opening in the roof, as they were lowering mat, and as he found himself in the center of the room full of people? He must’ve gone through a variety of emotions ranging from cynicism, slight bitterness towards his friends for putting him through all of this trouble, shame before the crowd, fear of what Jesus may say or do

D: How might the paralytic have felt hearing Jesus say “your sins are forgiven” given the fact that people thought that people’s illness was a result of sin?  I think he must’ve felt really accepted

D: What does it mean to be spiritually paralyzed?  People who are unable to come to Jesus by themselves

D: What is it about sin that causes people to be spiritually paralyzed?  Sin of idolatry causes people to prevent them to from coming to Jesus for fear that they have to let it go; sin of shame causes people to run away; sin of pride causes people to deny their need for God….

A: In what ways was I that spiritual paralytic and what did that process of coming to Jesus look like?  Who are the friends that God used to bring me to Jesus?

A: Who are the people who may be spiritually paralyzed that you need to bring to Jesus?

Jesus

O: What was Jesus doing when some men brought a paralytic to him?  He was preaching

D: What would’ve been his message? “Kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news.”

O: What was the first thing Jesus said to the paralytic?  “Son, your sons are forgiven”

D: How would this have countered what people would’ve seen to be the paralytic’s greatest need?  I think people would’ve thought that his greatest need is to be healed

D: What does this say regarding what Jesus considered to be the most important? Being forgiven of his sins

A: What can I say regarding God’s perspective regarding what I need the most and my perspective on what I need?  When God sees me, the most important issue that he wants to deal with me in my life is my sin issue but many times, I want God to “heal” me of all the problems in my life, namely get rid of them all.

O: What was the response of the teachers of the law in response to Jesus? they were sitting there, thinking to themselves

O:  What did Jesus do? He knew what was in their hearts and engages in a conversation with them

D:  What can I learn about Jesus through this?  He takes every opportunity to deal with everyone in the scene.  Everyone from the paralytic, to his friends, to the teachers of the law.  He wants to engage with them.  (Isaiah 1:18 Come now let us reason together).  He shows his authority by healing.




