Weekly Devotion – 2 Thessalonians & 1 Timothy Inductive Bible Study & Bible Reading Plan (July 26-August 1, 2010)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Instructions

Devotion Time at Gracepoint takes place in the following format.

	Monday to Thursday

For each weekday, from Monday to Thursday,

· Read the assigned text several times

· Inductive Bible Study using the questions and prompts provided in this packet

· Personal Reflection


	Friday to Sunday
· Read the assigned Old Testament passage




Bible Passages for July 26 – August 1, 2010

Monday                 7/26            
2 Thessalonians 2
Tuesday                7/27            
2 Thessalonians 3
Wednesday           7/28            
1 Timothy 1

Thursday               7/29            
1 Timothy 2
Fri-Sun                  7/30-8/1     
Isaiah 16-30

Instructions:  
· Read the text several times.

· Study the text using the suggested prompts/questions provided. You don’t have to answer every one of them. You can also come up with additional prompts/questions on your own. 

· Answer the personal reflection question.

July 26, 2010 (Mon) Text:  2 Thessalonians 2
	Title and Key verse:



	Observation
	Observation/Analysis or Discussion/Application Questions

	List key words from the text, or clusters of related words, or words that contrast.

What key words are repeated?

What key concepts are repeated?

Notice all the cause and effect words or relationships.

What perspective differences appear in the text?

What are some unusual or interesting things to notice in the text?

What are one or two big ideas or themes in this text?


	


Write a personal reflection based on the following questions or other points that you were blessed by in your study of the text.
·         Satan is often depicted as the great deceiver, and particularly in the last days, he will be actively at work in steering people away from the truth of the Gospel through all sorts of counterfeit means.  What examples of counterfeit expectations are prevalent in today’s society that steer people away from the truth (e.g. basis of happiness, promise of satisfaction, etc.)?  Why is the truth found in the Gospel forfeited so readily today?  How can I guard myself so that I will not end up ‘delighting in wickedness’ (v.12)?
Instructions:  
· Read the text several times.

· Study the text using the suggested prompts/questions provided. You don’t have to answer every one of them. You can also come up with additional prompts/questions on your own. 

· Answer the personal reflection question.

July 27, 2010 (Tue) Text: 2 Thessalonians 3
	Title and Key verse:



	Observation
	Observation/Analysis or Discussion/Application Questions

	List key words from the text, or clusters of related words, or words that contrast.

What key words are repeated?

What key concepts are repeated?

Notice all the cause and effect words or relationships.

What perspective differences appear in the text?

What are some unusual or interesting things to notice in the text?

What are one or two big ideas or themes in this text?


	


Write a personal reflection based on the following questions or other points that you were blessed by in your study of the text.
· Why was it important for Apostle Paul to consider himself an example, even in mundane character issues such as diligence?  How might our own character issues be important in bearing faithful witness to God?  What are some character issues need to grow in, and what specific steps do I need to take?

· Why does Apostle Paul seem to be making such a big issue out of ‘idleness’?  How can one be ‘idle’ and a ‘busybody’ at the same time, especially in spiritual matters?

· Instructions:  Read the text several times.
· Study the text using the suggested prompts/questions provided. You don’t have to answer every one of them. You can also come up with additional prompts/questions on your own. 

· Answer the personal reflection question.

July 28, 2010 (Wed) Text: 1 Timothy 1
	Title and Key verse:



	Observation
	Observation/Analysis or Discussion/Application Questions

	List key words from the text, or clusters of related words, or words that contrast.

What key words are repeated?

What key concepts are repeated?

Notice all the cause and effect words or relationships.

What perspective differences appear in the text?

What are some unusual or interesting things to notice in the text?

What are one or two big ideas or themes in this text?


	


Write a personal reflection based on the following questions or other points that you were blessed by in your study of the text.
·         Think about a person who finds serving God laborious and tiresome.  Contrast this attitude with Apostle Paul’s response to being appointed to his service.  Which attitude more resembles mine?  What is the source of Apostle Paul’s joy and gratitude when he thinks about his current role in God’s service?

·     Who does Apostle Paul credit for being able to faithfully serve God?  For what purposes do I seek God’s strength?  When have I experienced being strengthened by him?

Instructions:  
· Read the text several times.

· Study the text using the suggested prompts/questions provided. You don’t have to answer every one of them. You can also come up with additional prompts/questions on your own. 

· Answer the personal reflection question.

July 29, 2010 (Thu) Text: 2 Timothy 2
	Title and Key verse:



	Observation
	Observation/Analysis or Discussion/Application Questions

	List key words from the text, or clusters of related words, or words that contrast.

What key words are repeated?

What key concepts are repeated?

Notice all the cause and effect words or relationships.

What perspective differences appear in the text?

What are some unusual or interesting things to notice in the text?

What are one or two big ideas or themes in this text?


	


Write a personal reflection based on the following questions or other points that you were blessed by in your study of the text.
· In what ways does v. 1 challenge me to stretch my prayer concerns?

· Why does Apostle Paul urge that requests, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving should be made for everyone, including the kings and people in authority who were often hostile towards God and Christianity?

· What implication does v. 4 have on the way that I view my role and calling in life?   How does this challenge the way that I view people that I encounter?
