Devotion Time, January 2011

Monday, January 24

For the next 5 weeks, we will look at scriptures on the topic of the church. We will start by looking at some Old Testament texts that provide the backdrop for our understanding of God’s plan for the church.  

Read today’s text with a focus on sin’s relational destructiveness.  Trace all the ways in which relational ties are damaged by sin, eventually leading to the drunken boast of a violent man.

Genesis 2:22 - 4:1-26

Genesis 2:22–25

22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 

23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 

24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 

25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

Genesis 3
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 

 4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 

 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

 11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 

 12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 

 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

   The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 16 To the woman he said, 
“I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children.  Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 

 17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ 
“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 
Genesis 4

Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. 
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 

6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” 

8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 

“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

10 The Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground. 11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 

13 Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 

15 But the Lord said to him, “Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over.” Then the Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 16 So Cain went out from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 

17 Cain lay with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch. 18 To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael, and Mehujael was the father of Methushael, and Methushael was the father of Lamech. 

19 Lamech married two women, one named Adah and the other Zillah. 20 Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who live in tents and raise livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all who play the harp and flute. 22 Zillah also had a son, Tubal-Cain, who forged all kinds of tools out of bronze and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah. 

23 Lamech said to his wives, 

“Adah and Zillah, listen to me; 

wives of Lamech, hear my words. 

I have killed a man for wounding me, 

a young man for injuring me. 

24
If Cain is avenged seven times, 

then Lamech seventy-seven times.” 

25 Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, “God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.” 26 Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. 

At that time men began to call on the name of the Lord. 

Monday, January 24

Genesis 3:1-19; Genesis 4:1-26 - Devotional Questions

· Consider the questions God asks in this text. (3.9; 4.9)  How are these questions related?

· What relational consequences of sin emerge from this text?

· Why is it that asserting yourself in defiance of God’s right to determine good and evil inevitably leads to restlessness, wandering, fear, isolation and strife?
· Given all that sin destroys in human life, what would life look like for each of sin’s damages to be reversed? 

Personal Prayer: Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
Tuesday, January 25

The pattern of sin’s acceleration established in the earlier chapters of Genesis comes to a head in Genesis 11.  There, human pride results in the ultimate relational breakdown: the inability to understand each other. Then, in Acts 2, language again comes into play as the church is birthed at Pentecost.  Finally, in Revelation 7, the voices of a multitude are lifted up in praise.  What do these texts tell us about the true ground of oneness?
Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-13; Revelation 7:9-12

Genesis 11:1-9


1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 

 
3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 

 
5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6 The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 

 
8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 
Acts 2:1-13


1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 

 
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 

 
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

Revelation 7:9-12

9 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 

   
“Salvation belongs to our God, 


who sits on the throne, 


and to the Lamb.” 

 
11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 

   
“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

Tuesday, January 25

Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-13; Revelation 7:9-12 – Devotional Questions

· Focusing on the themes of speech and unity, what lessons are there in these three passages?

· What were the central driving forces behind the building of the tower vs. what happened on the day of Pentecost?  

· Contrast the gathering in Genesis 11 vs. Revelation 7.  What lesson is there here for Christian gatherings?
Personal Prayer: Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
Wednesday, January 26
“Declaring the wonders of God” (Acts 2.11) forms our fundamental calling as people rescued and claimed by God.   The two texts today echo this same message.  The Exodus text is one of the high points of the Old Testament in which God reveals His purposes for the newly redeemed Israelites: for them to be a kingdom of priests.  In the New Testament, this very language is used to describe the role of all those who have been redeemed by Christ.
Exodus 19:3-6; 1 Peter 2:4-10

Exodus 19:3-6


3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

1 Peter 2:4-10


4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 
a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame.”

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 

 “The stone the builders rejected 
has become the capstone,”

 8 and, 

 “A stone that causes men to stumble 
and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.


9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

Wednesday, January 26

Exodus 19:3-6; 1 Peter 2:4-10 - Devotional Questions

Exodus 19:4-6

“God has chosen a people to be separate from the rest of the world, not just so that they can ‘belong’ to him in some private sense, but in order that they be used by him for a special purpose. […] Israel’s obedience or disobedience to God’s covenant stipulations has implications beyond simply that of Israel’s relationship to God. …  It has ramifications for the outworking of God’s redemptive plan for the world.”

· It was probably very surprising for the Israelites, a newly freed slave population, to be called God’s “treasured possession” and “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” In what way is this a privilege and a burden?
1 Peter 2:5-9

· Reflect on the corporate nature of the new identity given to all believers – a “living stone” in a larger building, “people, “ “priesthood,” and “nation.”  How does this square with my view of myself?  my view of my fellow brothers and sisters?

· The modern person is thoroughly individualistic, and finds the corporate emphasis in the Bible foreign. What aspects of the scriptural vision of Christian life, and how to live out our call from God would be missed by such an approach?
Personal Prayer: Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
Thursday, January 27

God’s calling necessarily involves a clear separation for God’s people.  For the next several days, we will consider what the Bible says about what it means to be “set apart,” for God’s purposes.

Leviticus 18:1-4; Numbers 23:9; Psalm 106:35; 1 Samuel 8:5; 19-20; Ezekiel 20:32; Deuteronomy 4:5-8, 20, 32-35

Leviticus 18:1-4  
The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your God. 3 You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. 4 You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees. I am the LORD your God. 

Numbers 23:9  
From the rocky peaks I see them, 

from the heights I view them. 

I see a people who live apart 

and do not consider themselves one of the nations. 

Psalm 106:35  
35 but they mingled with the nations and adopted their customs. 

1 Samuel 8:5, 19-20  
5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 

…

19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.” 

Ezekiel 20:32 
“‘You say, “We want to be like the nations, like the peoples of the world, who serve wood and stone.” But what you have in mind will never happen.

Deuteronomy 4:5-8, 20, 32-35  

5 See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. 6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 7 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8 And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today? 

…

20 But as for you, the LORD took you and brought you out of the iron-smelting furnace, out of Egypt, to be the people of his inheritance, as you now are. 

…

32 Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God created man on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other. Has anything so great as this ever happened, or has anything like it ever been heard of? 33 Has any other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, as you have, and lived? 34 Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another nation, by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great and awesome deeds, like all the things the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes? 

35 You were shown these things so that you might know that the LORD is God; besides him there is no other.  

Thursday, January 27

Leviticus 18:1-4; Numbers 23:9; Psalm 106:35; 1 Samuel 8:5; 19-20; Ezekiel 20:32; Deuteronomy 4:5-8, 20, 32-35 - Devotional Questions


· God wanted His people to be set apart.  What were to be some of the distinguishing qualities that set the Israelites apart, and ultimately, what was the goal behind such separation (Deut 4:6)? 

1 Samuel 8.5,19-20

· The Israelites wanted a king so that they could be “like other nations.”  Reflect on the tragedy of this sentiment given the fact that their entire spiritual identity was that they were NOT like other nations, but a separated, a called out nation.  In what ways are today’s Christians similar to the Israelites in this respect?
· What would it look like for a Christian today to embrace the identity of being “called out” and, therefore, different from the culture around him/her?  
· On what specific points would God want me to be set apart today from the culture around me?

Personal Prayer: Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
Friday, January 28

The call to be separate from our surroundings continues right through the rest of scripture.  We will look at some of these passages regarding Christian identity, and some of the distinctives that define Christian boundaries and mission.  Our distinction from the world is not a matter of internal culture Christians simply prefer but a requirement for carrying out our mission in the world.
Matthew 5:13-16; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

Matthew 5:13-16  

13﻿ “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

﻿14﻿ “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. ﻿15﻿ Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. ﻿16﻿ In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

Romans 12:1-2 1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-17  

14﻿ Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?  ﻿15﻿ What harmony is there between Christ and Belial ? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?  ﻿16﻿ What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” ﻿ 
﻿17﻿ “Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. 
Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.”   
Ephesians 5:7-11  
7 Therefore do not be partners with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 

1 John 2:15-17 
15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

James 4:4  You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 

Philippians 3:18-19 
18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things.

Friday, January 28

Matthew 5:13-16; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18  - Devotional Questions

· Summarize the message of these texts regarding a Christian’s life.  What are Christians called to do and not do because of this identity?
· What question about Christian life does this answer, or what commonly-held misunderstanding about Christian life might this clarify? 

Personal Prayer: Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
Saturday, January 29

Reread the passages from this week, and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text, and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.
Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? how do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?




Genesis 11:1-9


	1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there. 


 	3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.” 


 	5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6 The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other.” 


 	8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 





Acts 2:1-13


	1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 


 	5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?” 


 	13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”





Revelation 7:9-12


	9 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 


   	“Salvation belongs to our God, 


	who sits on the throne, 


	and to the Lamb.” 


 	11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 


   	“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 








Exodus 19:3-6


	3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”





1 Peter 2:4-10


	4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 


“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 


a chosen and precious cornerstone, 


and the one who trusts in him 


will never be put to shame.”


7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 


 “The stone the builders rejected 


has become the capstone,”


 8 and, 


 “A stone that causes men to stumble 


and a rock that makes them fall.” 


They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.


	9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 








Leviticus 18:1-4  


1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your God. 3 You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. 4 You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees. I am the LORD your God. 





Numbers 23:9  


9 From the rocky peaks I see them, 


from the heights I view them. 


I see a people who live apart 


and do not consider themselves one of the nations. 





Psalm 106:35  


35 but they mingled with the nations and adopted their customs. 





1 Samuel 8:5, 19-20  


5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 


…


19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.” 





Ezekiel 20:32 


32 “‘You say, “We want to be like the nations, like the peoples of the world, who serve wood and stone.” But what you have in mind will never happen.


 


Deuteronomy 4:5-8, 20, 32-35  


5 See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. 6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 7 What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8 And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today? 


…


20 But as for you, the LORD took you and brought you out of the iron-smelting furnace, out of Egypt, to be the people of his inheritance, as you now are. 


…


32 Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God created man on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other. Has anything so great as this ever happened, or has anything like it ever been heard of? 33 Has any other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, as you have, and lived? 34 Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another nation, by testings, by miraculous signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great and awesome deeds, like all the things the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes? 


35 You were shown these things so that you might know that the LORD is God; besides him there is no other.  








Matthew 5:13-16  


13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 


14 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 





Romans 12:1-2 


1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 





2 Corinthians 6:14-18  


14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?  15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial ? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?  16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”  


17 “Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. 


Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.”  


18 “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”





Ephesians 5:7-11  


7 Therefore do not be partners with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 





1 John 2:15-17 


15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 





James 4:4 


You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 





Philippians 3:18-19 


18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things.














3	1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 


2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 


4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 


6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 


8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 


10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 


11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 


12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 


13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 


The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 


14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 


“Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 


15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring[a] and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 


16 To the woman he said, “I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children.  Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 


17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat of it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 


4	1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. 


Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 


6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” 


8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 


9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 


“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 


10 The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground. 11 Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12 When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 


13 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 14 Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 


15 But the LORD said to him, “Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over.” Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 16 So Cain went out from the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 


17 Cain lay with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then building a city, and he named it after his son Enoch. 18 To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehujael, and Mehujael was the father of Methushael, and Methushael was the father of Lamech. 


19 Lamech married two women, one named Adah and the other Zillah. 20 Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of those who live in tents and raise livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all who play the harp and flute. 22 Zillah also had a son, Tubal-Cain, who forged all kinds of tools out of bronze and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah. 


23 Lamech said to his wives, “Adah and Zillah, listen to me; wives of Lamech, hear my words. I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for injuring me. 24 If Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times.” 


25 Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, “God has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.” 26 Seth also had a son, and he named him Enosh. 


At that time men began to call on the name of the LORD. 
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