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Monday, January 31

The Temple, in Old Testament times, was the visible embodiment of God’s presence in the world. All that went on in the temple--the priesthood, the animal sacrifice, the proclaiming of God’s word--pointed to, and was fulfilled in Jesus. Jesus declared the end of Temple religion as he instituted the new era of the church. 

Prayer for today’s DT
Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. (Psalm 25:4-5)
John 2:13-22
John 2:13-22

 13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” 

 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

 18 Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” 

 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 

 20 The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.
John 2:13-22 - Devotional Questions
Analysis:

John 2:13-22

· Think about the people listed in vs. 14.  What were they doing and why?  

· Think about the values represented by a marketplace.  Why was this so offensive to Jesus?

· What are some ways in which such marketplace values can be present in today’s Christian gatherings?

· In the face of dead and twisted temple religion, Jesus says: “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” What message does Jesus convey here about the true temple, i.e., the Church he will establish with his resurrection?

· Picture the scene Jesus witnessed as he entered the Temple courts, and the picture Jesus might have expected.  When things fall apart and get degraded—relationships, churches, families—why does it happen?  What does the process entail?

 Application:  How does today’s text apply to you?

Tuesday, February 1

The called, set-apart, commissioned and empowered community of God’s redeemed is at the forefront of God’s salvation plan for mankind.  Jesus established the church, and called it his church, his body, and God’s household.  As you read these passages, consider if your view of the church matches how God sees the church.

Prayer for today’s DT
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.  Praise be to you, O Lord; teach me your decrees. (Psalm 119:11-12)
Matthew 16:13-18; Matthew 18:19-20; Ephesians 2:19-20; Ephesians 4:11-16
Matthew 16:13-18

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

   15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

Matthew 18:19-20

   19 “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”

Ephesians 2:19-20

 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

Ephesians 4:11-16

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

Matthew 16:13-18; Matthew 18:19-20; Ephesians 2:19-20; EPHESIANS 4:11-16- Devotional Questions

Analysis:
· What is the foundation of the church, according to the Matthew and Ephesians passages?  

· These passages about the church are also necessarily about each Christian.  Read each passage, and reflect on God’s vision regarding how Christian life is to be lived out. What do each of these passages tell me about myself?  What is my response to this?

· Based on these passages, write a definition of the church, and each individual Christian’s identity within the church.
Application:  How does today’s text apply to you?

Wednesday, February 2
The spread of Christianity and the growth of the church was not an accident of history. Jesus envisioned the church, and anticipated that you and I would one day be in his flock.  

Prayer for today’s DT
Keep me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me through your law.  (Psalm 119:29)
John 10:7-18; John 17:13-23
John 10:7-18

 7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

   11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

   14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

John 17:13-23
   13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
John 10:1-18; John 17:13-26 - Devotional Questions

Analysis:

John 10:7-10

“The sudden shift of metaphor from shepherd to gate seems rather strange to us, but in reality it is not. When the sheep returned to the fold at night after a day of grazing, the shepherd stood in the doorway of the pen and inspected each one as it entered. … After all the sheep had been counted and brought into the pen, the shepherd lay down across the doorway so that no intruder—man or beast—could enter without his knowledge. The shepherd became the door. The emphatic singular pronoun ‘I’ (ego) emphasizes that the shepherd is the sole determiner of who enters the fold and who is excluded. It parallels the later statement: ‘I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me’ (John 14:16).”

· The thief represented “all who came before” who claimed some authority to guide the sheep.  What modern-day authorities or sources tell people how to live and where to find pasture?  In what ways is it accurate that the end result of such thieves’ voices is to  “steal and kill and destroy” people’s lives?  
John 10:1-18 & John 17:13-26

· Reflect on Jesus—who he is, what he is like, what he came to do, how he felt toward you, and the mission he has for you.  What words in the two texts provide insights into these aspects of Jesus?  

· What is the relationship between Christians and the world according to these passages?  

· What is the core distinctive that sets apart the Christian community from the world?

· Reflect on the topic of unity based on vss. 10.16, 17.14, 17.17, and 17.20.  How can the kind of unity Jesus described be accomplished today?  

Application:  How does today’s text apply to you?

Thursday, February 3

There shall be one flock and one Shepherd,” Jesus had said (John 10.16).  Today’s text describes all the barriers that come down as people enter through the one “gate” of Jesus.  Jesus destroyed age-old barriers to create the unified community of the redeemed—the church.
Prayer for today’s DT
Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.  (Psalm 119:18)
Ephesians 2:12-22; Galatians 3:26-29
Ephesians 2:12-22

 12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

Galatians 3:26-29
 26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

Ephesians 2:12-22; Galatians 3:26-29 - Devotional Questions

Analysis:
Ephesians 2:12-22 

· Note all the words in the text that describe a life “without God.” What words describe the new position Christ gives the believer through the cross?

· How is the “dividing wall of hostility” between people destroyed in Christ?  i.e., on what basis is Christian oneness possible? 

Galatians 3:26-29

· What is behind the tendency of people to assign differing statuses based on surface distinctions? 

· What is it about the Gospel that causes human relationships to transcend the surface distinctions that generally govern social status? 
Application:  How does today’s text apply to you?

Friday, February 4

Today’s text describes the inner workings of the new community Jesus destroyed barriers to create. This picture of the church is the outworking of the gospel message, and authenticates the power of Christ to reverse sin’s isolating power. 
Prayer for today’s DT
Let me understand the teaching of your precepts; then I will meditate on your wonders. (Psalm 119:27)
Romans 12:1-12

Romans 12:1-12

1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 
 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.

Romans 12:1-12 - Devotional Questions

Analysis:
Romans 12:1-3

“Our refusal to conform to this world’s values… must go even deeper than the level of behavior and customs—it must be firmly planted in our minds—‘be transformed by the renewing of your mind.’ It is possible to avoid most worldly customs and still be proud, covetous, selfish, stubborn, and arrogant. Only when the Holy Spirit renews, reeducates, and redirects our minds are we truly transformed.”
 

· Why is “in view of God’s mercy” the basis for offering up our bodies as living sacrifices?

· What is the “pattern of this world” to which a Christian should no longer conform?

Romans 12:3-12

· How can a person have “sober judgment” about himself, and what relationship does this have with the close community described in this passage?

· What are the principles that must govern the life of the church?   

· Identify points of contrast between Genesis 4’s description of Cain and his descendants as a picture of life falling apart outside of God, and the picture presented here of the community made possible by the reversal of sin’s ravages.  

· Consider the sense of being all alone in a hostile world that characterized Cain. In light of sin’s powerful relationship-sundering and isolating impact, consider the picture of life as envisioned by God for his children. What lesson is here about the place of the church in God’s salvation plan, and our presentation of the Christian message?  

Application:  How does today’s text apply to you?
Saturday, February 5

Reread the passages from this week, and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text, and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you (i.e., you don’t have to use them).
Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? how do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problems that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?
APPENDIX
Here are some additional questions to consider if you want to do further personal application or reflection over the text.

John 2:13-22

· As members of the true temple established by Jesus’ death and resurrection, what are some specific ways in which I can:

· reject the values of the marketplace in the way I relate to others, or think about myself? 

· express my zeal for God’s house?  

John 10:7-18

· In what ways have I experienced richness in my life by virtue of becoming a part of Jesus’ flock?

John 10:7-18; John 17:13-23
· Reflecting on the themes of unity in these two passages (vss. 10.16, 17:14, 17:17, and 17:20), what can I do in order to deepen my sense of oneness with the people of God?

Ephesians 2:12-22 

· Are there some ways in which my old identity as a “foreigner” and “alien” still persist, despite the fact that I am now “fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household?”?  How can I strengthen my personal experience of being  “fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household”?

Galatians 3:26-29

· Reflect on how God’s grace redefines human relationships, and the categories by which man distinguishes himself from others.  To what extent have I embraced this uniquely Christian understanding of humanity, and my own identity vis-à-vis others?

Romans 12:1-3 
· What would it mean for me to daily offer up my body as a “living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God”?   

· In what ways have I gained a more accurate view of myself through becoming a part of the body of Christ? 

Romans 12:3-8

· The text describes a beautiful spirit of humility, sober judgment and love for my brothers and sisters that must govern life in the body of Christ.  How have I been in these areas?

· Among the gifts listed, which gift do I possess?  Have I been a good steward of these gifts?
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