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Devotion Time: Christian Community

  
February 7 – February 12, 2011
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The Israelites were to live in close proximity to one another, encamped around the tabernacle during their desert sojourn, and, in the Promised Land, on plots assigned by tribe and clans. Consider why this would have been a part of God’s instructions for them.
Numbers 2, Leviticus 25: 23-27





Numbers 2

The Arrangement of the Tribal Camps

 1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 2 “The Israelites are to camp around the Tent of Meeting some distance from it, each man under his standard with the banners of his family.” 

 3 On the east, toward the sunrise, the divisions of the camp of Judah are to encamp under their standard. The leader of the people of Judah is Nahshon son of Amminadab. 4 His division numbers 74,600. 

 5 The tribe of Issachar will camp next to them. The leader of the people of Issachar is Nethanel son of Zuar. 6 His division numbers 54,400. 

 7 The tribe of Zebulun will be next. The leader of the people of Zebulun is Eliab son of Helon. 8 His division numbers 57,400. 

 9 All the men assigned to the camp of Judah, according to their divisions, number 186,400. They will set out first. 

 10 On the south will be the divisions of the camp of Reuben under their standard. The leader of the people of Reuben is Elizur son of Shedeur. 11 His division numbers 46,500. 

 12 The tribe of Simeon will camp next to them. The leader of the people of Simeon is Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 13 His division numbers 59,300. 

 14 The tribe of Gad will be next. The leader of the people of Gad is Eliasaph son of Deuel.[a] 15 His division numbers 45,650. 

 16 All the men assigned to the camp of Reuben, according to their divisions, number 151,450. They will set out second. 

 17 Then the Tent of Meeting and the camp of the Levites will set out in the middle of the camps. They will set out in the same order as they encamp, each in his own place under his standard. 

 18 On the west will be the divisions of the camp of Ephraim under their standard. The leader of the people of Ephraim is Elishama son of Ammihud. 19 His division numbers 40,500. 

 20 The tribe of Manasseh will be next to them. The leader of the people of Manasseh is Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 21 His division numbers 32,200. 

 22 The tribe of Benjamin will be next. The leader of the people of Benjamin is Abidan son of Gideoni. 23 His division numbers 35,400. 

 24 All the men assigned to the camp of Ephraim, according to their divisions, number 108,100. They will set out third. 

 25 On the north will be the divisions of the camp of Dan, under their standard. The leader of the people of Dan is Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 26 His division numbers 62,700.

 27 The tribe of Asher will camp next to them. The leader of the people of Asher is Pagiel son of Ocran. 28 His division numbers 41,500. 

 29 The tribe of Naphtali will be next. The leader of the people of Naphtali is Ahira son of Enan. 30 His division numbers 53,400. 

 31 All the men assigned to the camp of Dan number 157,600. They will set out last, under their standards. 

 32 These are the Israelites, counted according to their families. All those in the camps, by their divisions, number 603,550. 33 The Levites, however, were not counted along with the other Israelites, as the LORD commanded Moses. 

 34 So the Israelites did everything the LORD commanded Moses; that is the way they encamped under their standards, and that is the way they set out, each with his clan and family. 

Leviticus 25:23-27
23 “‘The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants. 24 Throughout the country that you hold as a possession, you must provide for the redemption of the land. 

 25 “‘If one of your countrymen becomes poor and sells some of his property, his nearest relative is to come and redeem what his countryman has sold. 26 If, however, a man has no one to redeem it for him but he himself prospers and acquires sufficient means to redeem it, 27 he is to determine the value for the years since he sold it and refund the balance to the man to whom he sold it; he can then go back to his own property. 
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Consider the picture of the tribes encamped in close proximity around the tabernacle, and what kind of life this would have fostered.  Once the Israelites settled in the Promised Land, how might life have changed if the regulations in Leviticus 25 were not in place? 

· What are some modern-day factors that militate against the picture of life envisioned in these passages?

· Consider the process by which concepts—including spiritual truths—become lived-out realities. What concrete elements are required for this to happen?

· What would it look like for a modern Christian to order his or her life according to the “layout” of Numbers 2?
Application

 






How does today’s text apply to you?
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Today’s texts feature the ways that New Testament scriptures talk about the body of believers.  Consider the closeness of the bonds envisioned in these passages.
Mark 3:20-21, 31-35; Hebrews 2:10-11; Romans 8:15-18; 

Galatians 6:9-10; Ephesians 3:14-15; 1 Timothy 3:14-15

Mark 3:20-21; 31-35

 20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.” 

31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” 33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. 

 34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 

Hebrews 2:10-11

 10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers.

Romans 8:15-16

15 For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

 18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.

Galatians 6:9-10

9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
Ephesians 3:14-15

 14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family[a] in heaven and on earth derives its name.

1 Timothy 3:14–15  

14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 

Analysis








· Notice all the words used in these passages to refer to the community of Christ followers.  Describe the life of a Christian—his relationships, priorities, and allegiances--based on these passages.
Mark 3:31-35

· In the Mark text, Jesus draws new lines around the idea of “family”.  What is Jesus expressing here about the ties that bond a human family, and the bond among his disciples? 

· How is this reordering of human relationships around Jesus consistent with the Gospel?
· How does this challenge the minimal role that the church plays in the life of many a modern Christian’s life today?  

· For whom would this redrawing of the boundary of family be comforting news?  For whom would it be unwelcome?

· The blood family of Jesus is seen in the text trying to take him away from caring for others, and doing the will of God.  What were they responding to?  What did they fail to see?

· What are the proper limits of a family’s claims on a Christian’s life?  
Hebrews 2:10-11; Romans 8:15-18

· How are you related to Jesus?  Who else is related to Jesus in this way?  What implication does this have?
Application

 






How does today’s text apply to you?
Today’s texts provide a succinct but rich picture of the first church.  This is the most compact and comprehensive description in the bible of what the church is to be, the model of what every church in every generation must strive to duplicate.
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Acts 2:42-47; Acts 4:32-35






Acts 2:42-47

 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

 Acts 4:32-35

 32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34 There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.


Analysis







· What did the early church prioritize?

· What was their schedule?

· How did they relate to one another?

· What words in the text describe the feel of the culture of the early church? 

· What must it have been like to be a member of this church?  

· What aspects of belonging to such a community would have been difficult for some people, and why?

· Consider Acts 2:47 along with this passage from Deuteronomy from a previous DT text:

Deuteronomy 4:5–6 

5 See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the Lord my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. 6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 

What is the role of a properly functioning Christian community in God’s salvation plan for mankind?

Application

 






How does today’s text apply to you?
Even the first church, was not without problems.  An event from the early days of the church shows that life in God’s church calls for honesty and maturity from its members.
Acts 4:36–5:11







Acts 4:36–5:11 

36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.  
5
Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet. 
3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God.” 

5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 6 Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 

7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?” 

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 

9 Peter said to her, “How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.” 

10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events. 


Analysis







Acts 4:36-5:4  

· It seems clear that not everyone did as Barnabas did.  What would have been a healthy way to respond to his act of radical generosity on the part of someone in the church who was not as generous as Barnabas?  

· In deciding to deceive the church, what was Ananias and Sapphira’s approach to church life, and their view of the church?

· What lesson is there in this text about the qualities needed to enjoy the blessing of a genuine Christian community?

· What are some deceptive ways in which people seek to attain a higher reputation than they deserve?  How might such tendencies on the part of church members hinder and damage the witness of the church?   

· Given that this church was in its early days, and was about to appoint additional leaders (Acts 6), what would have been the long-term consequences—to the church, and to Ananias and Sapphira--if the two were successful in their deception?

· What lesson is there regarding the role of spiritual leaders to be discerning about the true character of the members of the flock they are leading?

Application

 






How does today’s text apply to you?
One of the most often-repeated metaphors for the church is the body of Christ.  1 Corinthians 12 is the most detailed exposition of the body of Christ metaphor in the bible, and is, significantly, followed by the greatest description of love anywhere in the bible.  These two chapters must be read together to capture the fullness of the biblical teaching on the body of Christ.

1 Corinthians 12-13






1 Corinthians 12

1 Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

 4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 

 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 

One Body, Many Parts

 12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

 14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts.

Love

    And now I will show you the most excellent way. 

1 Corinthians 13

 1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
Analysis








· From both chapters, what can we conclude about what is to be at the very heart of the church? 

1 Corinthians 12

· What is the relationship between the first 3 verses and the rest of the chapter?

· What words from the text would temper the temptation toward boasting and feeling envy or competitive over our giftedness?

· Reflect on the fact that individual Christians are called to unite to form the body of Christ—i.e., to be Christ to the world today.  What is the personal implication of this for every Christian in terms of his view of himself, how he makes decisions about his life, and how he regards other believers God has placed in the church with him? 

· What is the attitude of someone who says, “Because I am not _______, I do not belong to the body?”  (vss 14-16). 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

· Why is someone who “speak[s] in the tongues of men and of angels” but who is without love like a “resounding gong or a clanging cymbal?”  Reflect on the cheapness of words not backed up by loving 

conduct.

· Imagine a church full of gifted people without much love.  What would such a church look and feel like?

Application

 






How does today’s text apply to you?
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Here are some additional questions to consider if you want to do further personal application or reflection over the text.  
Numbers 2

· Think about the concept of land ownership.  Can humans lay legitimate claim over land?  Extend these thoughts to your own body, your talents, your energy, time, and evaluate the default human assumption that our lives are our own to do as we please.
Mark 3

(
What are the limits of protective love?  Have there been times when I opposed God’s work because I was motivated by protective love over someone?

(
This passage teaches that trying to do the will of God may force some to make a wrenching choice between their biological family and the will of God.  What are some difficulties that I face in trying to walk with God in the context of my immediate family/relatives?
Galatians 6:7-10

· Why does Apostle Paul tell us to do good to all people, and then suggest that we concentrate our efforts on the people who belong to the family of believers?  

Acts 4:32-34

(
These summary statements that highlight the concrete acts of love, freely expressed amongst the family of believers, serve as a harsh rebuke to our own selfish tendencies to hoard things for ourselves.  What possessions (e.g., material goods, money, time, etc.) do you have the hardest time sharing with others?  How does the example of the early church challenge you in this area?  
1 Corinthians 13

· Is there some experience in my life in which I “sacrificed” without love and felt like I haven’t gained anything?

· How does my idea of what it means to love and to be loved compare with the description of love in this passage?

· In what ways have I been loved by God and his people in terms of the specific way that this passage describes love?

· What are the “childish ways” that I need to leave behind?  

· Given Apostle Paul’s description about the “now” and “then,” why is love greater than even “faith” and “hope?”

· How does this provide the right perspective on the purpose of spiritual gifts and the question of whether or not I have certain spiritual gifts?

Prayer For Today’s DT


Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart. Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight. (Psalm 119:34-35)





Prayer For


Today’s DT


Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart. Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight. (Psalm 119:34-35)








Prayer For


Today’s DT


Your hands made me and formed me; 


give me understanding


 to learn your commands. 


(Psalm 119:73)








Prayer For Today’s DT


Your word is a lamp


to my feet and 


a light for my path.


 (Psalm 119:105)








Prayer For Today’s DT


You are my refuge and my shield; I have put my hope in your word. (Psalm 119:114)








Prayer For Today’s DT


The unfolding of your words gives light;


 it gives understanding


to the simple. 


(Psalm 119:130)








Prayer For Today’s DT


The unfolding of your words gives light;


 it gives understanding


to the simple. 


(Psalm 119:130)








1) Reread the passages from this week, and review your DTs. 


2) Write a reflection based on the following prompt:


What is the picture of the church from this week's passages?


In what ways do I need to struggle with the picture of the church presented in this week’s passages?  Which aspect am I having a hard time internalizing?











