Devotion Time, February 7 – February 12, 2011

Monday, February 7

The Israelites were to live in close proximity to one another, encamped around the tabernacle during their desert sojourn, and, in the Promised Land, on plots assigned by tribe and clans. Consider why this would have been a part of God’s instructions for them.

Prayer for today’s DT

Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart. Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight. (Psalm 119:34-35)

Numbers 2; Leviticus 25:23-27 - Devotional Questions

Analysis:

· Consider the picture of the tribes encamped in close proximity around the tabernacle, and what kind of life this would have fostered.  Once the Israelites settled in the Promised Land, how might life have changed if the regulations in Leviticus 25 were not in place? 

· What are some modern-day factors that militate against the picture of life envisioned in these passages?

· Consider the process by which concepts—including spiritual truths—become lived-out realities. What concrete elements are required for this to happen?

· What would it look like for a modern Christian to order his or her life according to the “layout” of Numbers 2?

Application:  How does today’s text apply to you?

Tuesday, February 8
Today’s texts feature the ways that New Testament scriptures talk about the body of believers.  Consider the closeness of the bonds envisioned in these passages.

Prayer for today’s DT

Your hands made me and formed me; give me understanding to learn your commands. (Psalm 119:73)

Mark 3:31-35; Hebrews 2:10-11; Romans 8:15-18;  
Galatians 6:9-10; Ephesians 3:14-15; 1 Timothy 3:14-15 - Devotional Questions

Analysis:

· Notice all the words used in these passages to refer to the community of Christ followers.  Describe the life of a Christian—his relationships, priorities, and allegiances--based on these passages.

Mark 3:31-35

· In the Mark text, Jesus draws new lines around the idea of “family”. What is Jesus expressing here about the ties that bond a human family, and the bond among his disciples? 

· How is this reordering of human relationships around Jesus consistent with the Gospel?

· For whom would this redrawing of the boundary of family be comforting news?  For whom would it be unwelcome?

· The blood family of Jesus is seen in the text trying to take him away from caring for others, and doing the will of God.  What were they responding to?  What did they fail to see?

· What are the proper limits of a family’s claims on a Christian’s life?  

Hebrews 2:10-11; Romans 8:15-18

· How are you related to Jesus?  Who else is related to Jesus in this way?  What implication does this have?

Application: How does today’s text apply to you?
Wednesday, February 9

Today’s texts provide a succinct but rich picture of the first church.  This is the most compact and comprehensive description in the bible of what the church is to be, the model of what every church in every generation must strive to duplicate.

Prayer for today’s DT

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. (Psalm 119:105)

Acts 2:42-47; Acts 4:32-35 – Devotional Questions

Analysis:

· What did the early church prioritize?

· What was their schedule?

· How did they relate to one another?

· What words in the text describe the feel of the culture of the early church? 

· What must it have been like to be a member of this church?  

· What aspects of belonging to such a community would have been difficult for some people, and why?
· Consider Acts 2:47 along with this passage from Deuteronomy from a previous DT text:

Deuteronomy 4:5–6 

5 See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the Lord my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. 6 Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 

What is the role of a properly functioning Christian community in God’s salvation plan for mankind?

Application: How does today’s text apply to you?

Thursday, February 10

Even the first church, was not without problems.  An event from the early days of the church shows that life in God’s church calls for honesty and maturity from its members.
Prayer for today’s DT

You are my refuge and my shield; I have put my hope in your word. (Psalm 119:114)

Acts 4:36-5.11 –  Devotional Questions

Analysis:

Acts 4:36-5:4  

· It seems clear that not everyone did as Barnabas did.  What would have been a healthy way to respond to his act of radical generosity on the part of someone in the church who was not as generous as Barnabas?  

· In deciding to deceive the church, what was Ananias and Sapphira’s approach to church life, and their view of the church?

· What lesson is there in this text about the qualities needed to enjoy the blessing of a genuine Christian community?

· What are some deceptive ways in which people seek to attain a higher reputation than they deserve?  How might such tendencies on the part of church members hinder and damage the witness of the church?   

· Given that this church was in its early days, and was about to appoint additional leaders (Acts 6), what would have been the long-term consequences—to the church, and to Ananias and Sapphira--if the two were successful in their deception?

· What lesson is there regarding the role of spiritual leaders to be discerning about the true character of the members of the flock they are leading?

Application: How does today’s text apply to you?

Friday, February 11

One of the most often-repeated metaphors for the church is the body of Christ.  1 Corinthians 12 is the most detailed exposition of the body of Christ metaphor in the bible, and is, significantly, followed by the greatest description of love anywhere in the bible.  These two chapters must be read together to capture the fullness of the biblical teaching on the body of Christ.

Prayer for today’s DT

The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple. (Psalm 119:130)

1 Corinthians 12-13 – Devotional Questions

Analysis:

· From both chapters, what can we conclude about what is to be at the very heart of the church? 

1 Corinthians 12

· What is the relationship between the first 3 verses and the rest of the chapter?

· What words from the text would temper the temptation toward boasting and feeling envy or competitive over our giftedness?

· Reflect on the fact that individual Christians are called to unite to form the body of Christ—i.e., to be Christ to the world today.  What is the personal implication of this for every Christian in terms of his view of himself, how he makes decisions about his life, and how he regards other believers God has placed in the church with him? 

· What is the attitude of someone who says, “Because I am not _______, I do not belong to the body?”  (vss 14-16). 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3

· Why is someone who “speak[s] in the tongues of men and of angels” but who is without love like a “resounding gong or a clanging cymbal?”  Reflect on the cheapness of words not backed up by loving conduct.

· Imagine a church full of gifted people without much love.  What would such a church look and feel like?

Application: How does today’s text apply to you?
Saturday, February 12


1) Reread the passages from this week, and review your DTs. 
2) Write a reflection based on the following prompt:
What is the picture of the church from this week's passages?

In what ways do I need to struggle with the picture of the church presented in this week’s passages?  Which aspect am I having a hard time internalizing?

Appendix
Here are some additional questions to consider if you want to do further personal application or reflection over the text.  

Numbers 2

· Think about the concept of land ownership.  Can humans lay legitimate claim over land?  Extend these thoughts to your own body, your talents, your energy, time, and evaluate the default human assumption that our lives are our own to do as we please.
Mark 3

(
What are the limits of protective love?  Have there been times when I opposed God’s work because I was motivated by protective love over someone?

(
This passage teaches that trying to do the will of God may force some to make a wrenching choice between their biological family and the will of God.  What are some difficulties that you face in trying to walk with God in the context of your immediate family/relatives?

Galatians 6:7-10

· Why does Apostle Paul tell us to do good to all people, and then suggest that we concentrate our efforts on the people who belong to the family of believers?  

Acts 4:32-34

(
These summary statements that highlight the concrete acts of love, freely expressed amongst the family of believers, serve as a harsh rebuke to our own selfish tendencies to hoard things for ourselves.  What possessions (e.g., material goods, money, time, etc.) do you have the hardest time sharing with others?  How does the example of the early church challenge you in this area?  
1 Corinthians 13

· Is there some experience in my life in which I “sacrificed” without love and felt like I haven’t gained anything?

· How does my idea of what it means to love and to be loved compare with the description of love in this passage?

· In what ways have I been loved by God and his people in terms of the specific way that this passage describes love?

· What are the “childish ways” that I need to leave behind?  

· Given Apostle Paul’s description about the “now” and “then,” why is love greater than even “faith” and “hope?”

· How does this provide the right perspective on the purpose of spiritual gifts and the question of whether or not I have certain spiritual gifts?
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