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The Life of Apostle Paul


Devotion Time
1
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BIBLE TEXT

1 Corinthians 9:1-27
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Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not the result of my work in the Lord? 2 Even though I may not be an apostle to others, surely I am to you! For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 
3 This is my defense to those who sit in judgment on me. 4 Don’t we have the right to food and drink? 5 Don’t we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the Lord’s brothers and Cephas? 6 Or is it only I and Barnabas who must work for a living? 

7 Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its grapes? Who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk? 8 Do I say this merely from a human point of view? Doesn’t the Law say the same thing? 9 For it is written in the Law of Moses: “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.” Is it about oxen that God is concerned? 10 Surely he says this for us, doesn’t he? Yes, this was written for us, because when the plowman plows and the thresher threshes, they ought to do so in the hope of sharing in the harvest. 11 If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? 12 If others have this right of support from you, shouldn’t we have it all the more? 

But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel of Christ. 13 Don’t you know that those who work in the temple get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? 14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel. 

15 But I have not used any of these rights. And I am not writing this in the hope that you will do such things for me. I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of this boast. 16 Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me. 18 What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not make use of my rights in preaching it. 

19 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27 No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

ANALYSIS






1 Corinthians 9:1-27

· Note the frequent occurrence of the words “free,” “right(s),” and “win.”  How are these worked out in Apostle Paul’s life?

1 Corinthians 9:19-27

· Apostle Paul twice mentions the fact that he is free (vss. 1 & 19) but also talks about his efforts to make himself a slave.  How did these two seemingly mutually exclusive ideas co-exist in Apostle Paul’s—and in every believer’s—life?

· What does it mean to “beat my body and make it my slave?”  Why is this kind of “struggle” absolutely necessary in Christian life (cf. Heb 12:3-4)?  

1 Corinthians 9:12, 22-23

· Describe what it must have been like for Apostle Paul to live as depicted here.  What do these verses show about Apostle Paul’s character and his life priority?

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

· In what ways is Christian life similar to a race?   What wrong view of “grace” and Christian life does this challenge?
application
How does today’s text apply to you?
Personal prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT





2 Corinthians 4:1-18


Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 

13 It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. 

16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

ANALYSIS & APPLICATION




2 Corinthians 4:6-12

· Reflect on the words Apostle Paul uses to describe his life: “hard pressed,” “perplexed,” “persecuted,” and “struck down” but, ultimately not “crushed,” “in despair,” “abandoned,” nor “destroyed.”  What is the link between Apostle Paul’s paradoxical experience—“struck down, but not destroyed”—and “the life of Jesus”?

· What is the relationship between my frailty (“jars of clay”) and God’s “all-surpassing power” being revealed through my life?  Think about the things that cause me to feel “hard pressed,” “perplexed,” “persecuted,” or “struck down.”  What should be my response to these things?

2 Corinthians 4:13-18

· For the second time in this chapter, Apostle Paul asserts that he “does not lose heart.” (vss. 1, 16). Why does Apostle Paul “not lose heart” according to this passage?

· Reflect on the two contrasting themes in vv. 16-18, and arrange in two columns the contrasting pairs of words. 

· How does one’s life focus shift from one column to the other?  What does that process look like?

Personal prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT





2 Corinthians 6:1-13

As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says, 

“In the time of my favor I heard you, 

and in the day of salvation I helped you.”

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 

Paul’s Hardships
3 We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—open wide your hearts also. 

AnaLYSIS & APPLICATION




2 Corinthians 6:4-5

“[T]he focus of Paul’s commendation…is once again on his divinely enabled endurance in the midst of adversity. […] [T]his endurance ‘commends’ Paul as a servant of God. […] [T]hose who lack such a divine recommendation can only engage in self-commendation.”

· In what ways do Apostle Paul and his companions’ many sufferings “commend” them as servants of God?

· Do I have such “commendations” to back up my identity and message as a Christian?

2 Corinthians 6:8-10

· Reflect on the real difficulties, the actual pain and struggle which must lie behind the contrasting pairs of words listed here that describe the life of ministry.  Reflect also on the fact that all believers are called to be ministers.  

· Think of the paradoxes in v. 10, and what they say about the glory and dignity of being servants of God.  To what extent can I affirm these words as aptly describing my view of the Christian life, my actual experience as a Christian, and my personal vision for my life?

2 Corinthians 6:11-13

“His love for them has enabled him to speak freely to them…There is no reserve on his part; he has neither held back relevant matters nor only hinted vaguely at them but has always spoken his mind.  And of course this is the way he wants them to behave toward him (6:13b; 7:2a). They are his children in the faith, for it was through his preaching that they became Christians…There ought to be a mutual affection in which they trust one another unreservedly.”

· Reflect on vv.11-13 in light of Paul’s hardships. What is behind Paul’s willingness to “open wide his heart” and “not withhold [his] affection?”  Do I have such willingness?

Personal prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT





2 Corinthians 11:16–29  

16 I repeat: Let no one take me for a fool. But if you do, then receive me just as you would a fool, so that I may do a little boasting. 17 In this self-confident boasting I am not talking as the Lord would, but as a fool. 18 Since many are boasting in the way the world does, I too will boast. 19 You gladly put up with fools since you are so wise! 20 In fact, you even put up with anyone who enslaves you or exploits you or takes advantage of you or pushes himself forward or slaps you in the face. 21 To my shame I admit that we were too weak for that! 
What anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast about. 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? So am I. 23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn? 

ANALYSIS






· This description of his life would become the measure of every subsequent generation of Christians who received the gospel through Apostle Paul’s life of obedience, intensity and love.  What are some pictures, expectations, and norms of Christian life today that Apostle Paul’s life challenges and corrects?  Or, to put in another way, what criticisms might contemporary Christians have toward someone who, today, pursued a similar life of zeal, sacrifice and suffering in ministering to others?
2 Corinthians 11:23-29

· Reflect on all the ways in which Apostle Paul suffered in carrying out his ministry.

· In the midst of all his troubles, Apostle Paul says “beside everything else,” he faces “daily pressure.”  What was the source of his “daily pressure”?

· What might be the relationship between Apostle Paul’s amazing ability to endure hardships and what he says in vv. 28-29?

application
How does today’s text apply to you?
Personal prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


 

BIBLE TEXT





2 Corinthians 7:2-16

2 Make room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have exploited no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you; I have said before that you have such a place in our hearts that we would live or die with you. 4 I have great confidence in you; I take great pride in you. I am greatly encouraged; in all our troubles my joy knows no bounds. 
5 For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours had no rest, but we were harassed at every turn—conflicts on the outside, fears within. 6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the comfort you had given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was greater than ever. 

8 Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while— 9 yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. 12 So even though I wrote to you, it was not on account of the one who did the wrong or of the injured party, but rather that before God you could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are. 13 By all this we are encouraged. 

In addition to our own encouragement, we were especially delighted to see how happy Titus was, because his spirit has been refreshed by all of you. 14 I had boasted to him about you, and you have not embarrassed me. But just as everything we said to you was true, so our boasting about you to Titus has proved to be true as well. 15 And his affection for you is all the greater when he remembers that you were all obedient, receiving him with fear and trembling. 16 I am glad I can have complete confidence in you. 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 17-20

You know, brothers, that our visit to you was not a failure. 2 We had previously suffered and been insulted in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in spite of strong opposition. 3 For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor are we trying to trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying to please men but God, who tests our hearts. 5 You know we never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6 We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else. 
……

17 But, brothers, when we were torn away from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you. 18 For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—but Satan stopped us. 19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy. 

1 Thessalonians 3:1-13

So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens. 2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and God’s fellow worker in spreading the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, 3 so that no one would be unsettled by these trials. You know quite well that we were destined for them. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned out that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter might have tempted you and our efforts might have been useless. 

6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you. 7 Therefore, brothers, in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of your faith. 8 For now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

ANALYSIS






· What words in the text reveal Apostle Paul’s heart?

· What do these passages reveal about Apostle Paul’s source of sorrow, stress, gladness and joy?

· What would it look like for today’s Christians, and today’s churches, to imitate the Apostle in these ways?   
application
How does today’s text apply to you?
Personal prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Review the week’s DT and write a personal reflection based on the following prompts:

1) What picture of Christian life emerges from Apostle Paul’s life?

2) Have I embraced this picture of Christian life for myself?

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I have set the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 


(Psalms 16:7-8)








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is flawless. He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. 


(Psalm 18:30)











Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


For who is God besides the Lord? And who is the Rock except our God? It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect. 


(Psalm 18:31-32)








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 


(Psalm 19:7)








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. (Psalm 19:8)
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