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The Life of Apostle Paul 
                                         
Devotion TiME


Monday, march 7




Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I have set the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. (Psalms 16:7-8)

BIBLE TEXT






1 Corinthians 9:1-27
ANALYSIS






1 Corinthians 9:1-27

· Note the frequent occurrence of the words “free,” “right(s),” and “win.”  How are these worked out in Apostle Paul’s life?

1 Corinthians 9:19-27

· Apostle Paul twice mentions the fact that he is free (vss. 1 & 19) but also talks about his efforts to make himself a slave.  How did these two seemingly mutually exclusive ideas co-exist in Apostle Paul’s—and in every believer’s—life?

· What does it mean to “beat my body and make it my slave?”  Why is this kind of “struggle” absolutely necessary in Christian life (cf. Heb 12:3-4)?  

1 Corinthians 9:12, 22-23

· Describe what it must have been like for Apostle Paul to live as depicted here.  What do these verses show about Apostle Paul’s character and his life priority?

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

· In what ways is Christian life similar to a race?   What wrong view of “grace” and Christian life does this challenge?
application
How does today’s text apply to you?
Personal prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Tuesday, March 8




Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is flawless. He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. (Psalm 18:30)

BIBLE TEXT






2 Corinthians 4:1-18

ANALYSIS & APPLICATION




2 Corinthians 4:6-12

· Reflect on the words Apostle Paul uses to describe his life: “hard pressed,” “perplexed,” “persecuted,” and “struck down” but, ultimately not “crushed,” “in despair,” “abandoned,” nor “destroyed.”  What is the link between Apostle Paul’s paradoxical experience—“struck down, but not destroyed”—and “the life of Jesus”?

· What is the relationship between my frailty (“jars of clay”) and God’s “all-surpassing power” being revealed through my life?  Think about the things that cause me to feel “hard pressed,” “perplexed,” “persecuted,” or “struck down.”  What should be my response to these things?

2 Corinthians 4:13-18

· For the second time in this chapter, Apostle Paul asserts that he “does not lose heart.” (vss. 1, 16). Why does Apostle Paul “not lose heart” according to this passage?

· Reflect on the two contrasting themes in vv. 16-18, and arrange in two columns the contrasting pairs of words. 

· How does one’s life focus shift from one column to the other?  What does that process look like?

Personal prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, march 9




Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

For who is God besides the Lord? And who is the Rock except our God? It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect. (Psalm 18:31-32)

BIBLE TEXT






2 Corinthians 6:1-13

AnaLYSIS & APPLICATION




2 Corinthians 6:4-5

“[T]he focus of Paul’s commendation…is once again on his divinely enabled endurance in the midst of adversity. […] [T]his endurance ‘commends’ Paul as a servant of God. […] [T]hose who lack such a divine recommendation can only engage in self-commendation.”

· In what ways do Apostle Paul and his companions’ many sufferings “commend” them as servants of God?

· Do I have such “commendations” to back up my identity and message as a Christian?

2 Corinthians 6:8-10

· Reflect on the real difficulties, the actual pain and struggle which must lie behind the contrasting pairs of words listed here that describe the life of ministry.  Reflect also on the fact that all believers are called to be ministers.  

· Think of the paradoxes in v. 10, and what they say about the glory and dignity of being servants of God.  To what extent can I affirm these words as aptly describing my view of the Christian life, my actual experience as a Christian, and my personal vision for my life?

2 Corinthians 6:11-13

“His love for them has enabled him to speak freely to them…There is no reserve on his part; he has neither held back relevant matters nor only hinted vaguely at them but has always spoken his mind.  And of course this is the way he wants them to behave toward him (6:13b; 7:2a). They are his children in the faith, for it was through his preaching that they became Christians…There ought to be a mutual affection in which they trust one another unreservedly.”

· Reflect on vv.11-13 in light of Paul’s hardships. What is behind Paul’s willingness to “open wide his heart” and “not withhold [his] affection?”  Do I have such willingness?

Personal prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, march 10



Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)
BIBLE TEXT






2 Corinthians 11:16–29  

ANALYSIS






· This description of his life would become the measure of every subsequent generation of Christians who received the gospel through Apostle Paul’s life of obedience, intensity and love.  What are some pictures, expectations, and norms of Christian life today that Apostle Paul’s life challenges and corrects?  Or, to put in another way, what criticisms might contemporary Christians have toward someone who, today, pursued a similar life of zeal, sacrifice and suffering in ministering to others?
2 Corinthians 11:23-29

· Reflect on all the ways in which Apostle Paul suffered in carrying out his ministry.

· In the midst of all his troubles, Apostle Paul says “beside everything else,” he faces “daily pressure.”  What was the source of his “daily pressure”?

· What might be the relationship between Apostle Paul’s amazing ability to endure hardships and what he says in vv. 28-29?

application
How does today’s text apply to you?
Personal prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, march 11




Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. (Psalm 19:8)

BIBLE TEXT






2 Corinthians 7:2-16

1 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 17-20

1 Thessalonians 3:1-13

ANALYSIS






· What words in the text reveal Apostle Paul’s heart?

· What do these passages reveal about Apostle Paul’s source of sorrow, stress, gladness and joy?

· What would it look like for today’s Christians, and today’s churches, to imitate the Apostle in these ways?   
application
How does today’s text apply to you?
Personal prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, march 12




Review the week’s DT and write a personal reflection based on the following prompts:

1) What picture of Christian life emerges from Apostle Paul’s life?

2) Have I embraced this picture of Christian life for myself?

� 2 Corinthians The NIV Application Commentary, Burge, Gary M., Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2000


� Best, Ernest. Second Corinthians (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 1987), pg. 64





