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The Life of Apostle Paul 
                                         
Devotion TiME


Monday, march 14




Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. (Psalm 19:12-13)
bible text
Philippians 1
ANALYSIS







· List all the things that made Apostle Paul joyful.

· What is the secret to Apostle Paul’s ability to be undaunted by difficulties and setbacks?

· Reflect on vss. 20-25.  What does this passage show about the strength and beauty of a Christ-centered life?

APPLICATION 






How does today’s text apply to you?
PERSONAL PRAYER 






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Tuesday, March 15




Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)
bible text
Philippians 3
ANALYSIS & Application





Philippians 3:1-11

· Think about the words “profit,” “loss,” and “consider” in vss. 7-9.  Why did Apostle Paul reconsider what was to his profit and loss?

· What do I consider of surpassing value?

· What are the things I have deliberately “lost” for the sake of Christ since becoming Christian?  What does this reveal about who Christ is in my life?

Philippians 3:10-21

· According to v. 10, what is involved in knowing Christ?  

· What was Apostle Paul’s goal in life, and how did he pursue it?

· What would it look like for me to do likewise?
· What are the characteristics of  “those who live as enemies of the cross of Christ”?  What are the characteristics of those whose citizenship is in heaven”?  Which group do I belong to and how does my life show this?
PERSONAL PRAYER 






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
wednesday, march 16




Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God. (Psalm 20:7)
bible text
Philippians 4
ANALYSIS







Philippians 4:1-9

· What insight about joy can I learn from the fact that Apostle Paul is commanding them to “rejoice in the Lord always” from prison?

· What is the relationship between “being anxious” and “prayer”?  Why is it important to present our requests to God with thanksgiving?

Philippians 4:10-23

· How did the Philippians distinguish themselves from the other churches with respect to their relationship with Paul?   What kind of relationship did Paul have with the Philippians as a result?   

· What does it mean for those who are in fellowship with each other in Christ to share with one another at all levels?  
Philippians 4:12-13

· What would a person who (like Apostle Paul) knew how to be “content in any and every situation” be capable of?  What ordinary fears and limitations would such a person be free from?

· What do I need in order to be content?

APPLICATION 






How does today’s text apply to you?
PERSONAL PRAYER 






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
thursday, march 17



Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. (Psalm 23:1-3)
bible text
1 Timothy 1:12-20

2 Timothy 1:1-12 

ANALYSIS & APPLICATION




1 Tim 1.12-17

· Think about a person who finds serving God laborious and tiresome.  Contrast this attitude with Apostle Paul’s response to being appointed to his service.  Which attitude more resembles mine?  What is the source of Apostle Paul’s joy and gratitude when he thinks about his current role in God’s service?

· What does Apostle Paul’s life illustrate according to v. 16?  
2 Tim 1:1, 8

· How can Apostle Paul so confidently ask Timothy to “join with [him] in suffering for the gospel”?  

· In what ways am I “ashamed to testify about our LORD” or ashamed to “[suffer] for the gospel”?

2 Timothy 1:9-11

· Reflect on Apostle Paul’s description of the gospel in vss. 9-10.  Given the breathtaking scope and import of the gospel what might have been Apostle Paul’s feelings as he wrote the sentence beginning with “And of this gospel …”?

· As a Christian charged with the same task, how do I regard my appointment as a herald of the gospel?

PERSONAL PRAYER 






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, march 18




Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT
The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters. Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in an idol or swear by a false god (Psalm 24:1-4)
bible text
2 Timothy 4
ANALYSIS & Application




2 Tim 4:6-8

· What is the relationship between “[fighting] the good fight” and “long[ing] for his appearing?”

· What “good fight” have I retreated from?  What race have I stopped running?   

2 Tim 4:10

“…Demas, his trusted associate, had deserted him. During the apostle's first Roman imprisonment, he twice mentioned Demas as one of his fellow workers (Col 4:14; Philem 24).”
 

· What is surprising and tragic about the reason why Demas deserted Apostle Paul?

· What is the relationship between “lov[ing] this world” and deserting the work of God?  

· What are the things I still love that can potentially become the reason to abandon my commitment to the work of God?

2 Tim 4:16-18

“Triumphantly and gratefully he cries, "But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength" (enedynamosen me, "infused me with strength, empowered me, made me dynamic!"). The result was that the Gentiles in Caesar's court heard the gospel, which thereby got wider publicity in Rome.”

· What enabled Apostle Paul to not hold grudges against “everyone [who] deserted [him]?”

· Despite his difficult circumstances – imprisonment and loneliness, to name a few – what leads him to break out into praise? 

PERSONAL PRAYER 






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, march 19




Review the week’s DT and write a personal reflection based on the following prompts:

1) What picture of Christian life emerges from Apostle Paul’s life?

2) Have I embraced this picture of Christian life for myself?

� Frank E. Gaebelein, Gen. Ed. Expositor’s Bible Commentary CD (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1992) study notes


� Ibid.





