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BIBLE TEXT







John 2:1-11
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On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 
4 “Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” 

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim. 

8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” 

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” 

11 This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. 



Reflection Questions




John 2:1-5
· Consider the irony of wine running out on the wedding day—the most well-prepared and supposedly happiest day of one’s life.  What truth about life and about the limits of human abilities does this scene depict?  

· In my future plans, do I over-rely on my own abilities to plan a perfect life for myself?

John 2:6-10

Moreover, John gives us numerous clues that the story should be viewed symbolically. The wedding scene, the huge volume of wine, and the reference to stone jars all suggest a second level of meaning. The Messiah has not just appeared in Judaism amidst its festivities, he has come to fulfill and indeed upend what he finds there. We must keep in mind the Johannine themes of messianic replacement and abundance. Judaism’s vessels of purification are now being filled with new things. Or more important, the wine that has been served already is exhausted and Jesus’ new wine is replacing it. “You have saved the best [wine] till now” is thus a theological statement about Jesus and the relative merits of the religious environment he has come to fulfill.” 

· The water in the jars were thought to provide ceremonial cleanliness.  What message does Jesus convey here regarding the true source of cleansing? 

· How does the statement “everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine” aptly describe how the world works?  In contrast, how does the statement “you have saved the best till now” aptly describe how God works?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

[image: image3.png]THURSDAY




BIBLE TEXT







John 2:12-25
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12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days. 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” 

17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

18 Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” 

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 

20 The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 

23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name. 24 But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. 25 He did not need man’s testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man. 

Reflection Questions





John 2:13-17
· Think about the values represented by a market.  Why was it so offensive to Jesus that they had turned the “Father’s house” into a market?  What kind of marketplace values threaten to influence the church today?

John 2:18-22
“On a historical level, Jesus is confronting the chief religious institution of his day. Implicit in his ironic closing statement is that something will be destroyed (the temple? his body?) and something again will be raised in three days. Jesus is pointing out the deficits of the institution of the temple; he is confronting its misdirection and its brokenness, and in the process (as happens throughout the Gospel) he indicates that the real activity of God, the real temple, is Jesus Christ himself. In other words, the focal point of Jewish religious affections must be replaced by someone new. And that replacement will undergo a violent and miraculous death and rebirth.”
 

· In what way is Jesus’ response to the temple paradoxical, and how is this tension resolved?

· In the face of dead and twisted temple religion, Jesus says: “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” What message does Jesus convey here regarding the existing temple religion, about himself as the true temple, his death, and the church he will launch with his resurrection?

· Reflect on Ephesians 2:12-22 in light of this passage.  What does this passage tell us about the true temple today, and my personal role and responsibility in it?


Ephesians 2:12–22 

12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 3:1–21   
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Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
3 In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” 

4 “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” 




Reflection questions




John 3:1-14

“Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a member of the ruling council (called the Sanhedrin).  The Pharisees were a group of religious leaders whom Jesus and John the Baptist often criticized for being hypocrites. Most Pharisees were intensely jealous of Jesus because he undermined their authority and challenged their views.”

· How must Nicodemus have felt upon hearing that he must put aside all his past religious accomplishments and start over (be “born again”)?  What might be some things I want to hold on to, even while seeking to draw near to God? 
· Why is being “born again” an apt metaphor for becoming a Christian?  How have I experienced this to be true in my life?

John 3:13-17

· What does “lifted up” refer to for Jesus in vs. 14?

· How did God demonstrate his love for the world?  How does this compare with my idea of love?

John 3:19-21

· Is there some way in which I avoid the light because of some deeds I do not want to give up or deal with?  

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 10:1–42 
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1“I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 

2The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. 

3The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 

4When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

5But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 

6Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them. 

7Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 

8All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 

9I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 

10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 

19 At these words the Jews were again divided. 20 Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?” 

21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” 

The Unbelief of the Jews 

22 Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s name speak for me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

31 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 

33 “We are not stoning you for any of these,” replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods’? 35 If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken— 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does. 38 But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 39 Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp. 

40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the early days. Here he stayed 41 and many people came to him. They said, “Though John never performed a miraculous sign, all that John said about this man was true.” 42 And in that place many believed in Jesus. 

Reflection Questions





John 10:1, 7-10
“The sudden shift of metaphor from shepherd to gate seems rather strange to us, but in reality it is not. When the sheep returned to the fold at night after a day of grazing, the shepherd stood in the doorway of the pen and inspected each one as it entered… After all the sheep had been counted and brought into the pen, the shepherd lay down across the doorway so that no intruder—man or beast—could enter without his knowledge. The shepherd became the door. ”

· The thief represented “all who came before” who claimed some authority to guide the sheep.  What modern-day authorities or sources tell people how to live, and where to find pasture?
· In what ways is it accurate that the end result of such thieves’ voices is to “steal and kill and destroy” people’s lives? 
· How have I experienced Jesus as the “gate” for my life to keep “the thief” away? 
John 10:11-18

“‘Authority’ means that he was not the helpless victim of his enemies' violence but that he had both the right and the power to become the instrument of reconciliation between man and God and between Jew and Gentile.”

· What are the characteristics of a good shepherd?  Reflect on the fact that Jesus, as my good shepherd, laid down his life for me.

John 10:28-29

· How do Jesus’ words, “No one can snatch them out of my hand,” encourage me today?

John 10:31-33

“Jesus’ question challenged the people’s action on the ground that he had performed only helpful deeds.  His question was designed to make them take stock of what he had done.  Then they would see that stoning would be incongruous with his actions.  The Jews replied that the question was not the quality of his works but the nature of his claims, and they charged him with blasphemy.”

· Jesus’ “many great miracles” were met with acceptance, while his “claim to be God” elicited a violent response.   

In what ways does the world accept Jesus’ deeds and “many great miracles” while rejecting his words and “claim to be God?”  Are there areas of my life today in which I am rejecting Jesus’ “claim to be God?”

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 11:1-43

The Death of Lazarus 
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      1Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days. 

7 Then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?” 

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by this world’s light. 10 It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light.” 

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” 

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

16 Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

Jesus Comforts the Sisters 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” 

28 And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

Reflection Questions





John 11:17-32

· How does my life reflect my belief that Jesus is “the resurrection and the life?”  How is my life different from those who do not have this faith?

John 11:39-40

· What does Martha’s reference to the “bad odor” and “four days” represent in her response to Jesus’ command at the tomb? 

· In what ways am I like Martha in how I think about what God can do in my life or in the lives of others?

John 11:43-44

· What are the two things that Jesus commands, first to Lazarus, and then to the others?

· How have I responded to both commands?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 11:45-57

The Plot to Kill Jesus 
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45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. 
“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 

49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! 50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.” 

51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 53 So from that day on they plotted to take his life. 

54 Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the Jews. Instead he withdrew to a region near the desert, to a village called Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples. 

55 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover. 56 They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple area they asked one another, “What do you think? Isn’t he coming to the Feast at all?” 57 But the chief priests and Pharisees had given orders that if anyone found out where Jesus was, he should report it so that they might arrest him. 




Reflection Questions




John 11:45-53

· What were the two divergent responses by the Jews who witnessed Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead? 

· How was it possible for two groups of people to see the same thing and respond in such drastically different ways? 

· What was the real motivation behind the chief priests and the Pharisees’ opposition to Jesus as revealed in v. 48?   

· All of the issues they cited in the past for opposing Jesus—violations of the Sabbath, Jesus’ claims about himself, etc.—were, it seems, just a “smokescreen” that hid the real reason why they were so threatened by Jesus.  What are some similar “smokescreen” issues that people put up in order to avoid confronting the real reason they are hostile to Jesus? 
· What is the one thing I find myself feeling the most protective against (or feel most threatened by) the claims of Jesus’ Lordship? 

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 12:1-19
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     Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 

7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” 

9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him. 

The Triumphal Entry 

12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 

“Hosanna!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Blessed is the King of Israel!” 

14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, 

15    “Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; 

see, your king is coming, 

seated on a donkey’s colt.” 

16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him. 

17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!” 




Reflection Questions





John 12:1-8

“Spices and ointments were quite costly because they had to be imported. Frequently they were used as an investment because they occupied a small space, were portable, and were easily negotiable in the open market. Mary’s offering was valued at three hundred denarii (v. 5) approximately a year’s wages for an ordinary workingman. Perhaps it represented her life savings. […] Wiping his feet with her hair was a gesture of utmost devotion and reverence. The penetrative fragrance of the ointment that filled the house told all present of her sacrificial gift.”

· What is the fundamental difference between Mary and Judas as revealed by his objection to what she did?

· With whom can I identify more?

· Why is Mary’s action wholly appropriate?

· What can I learn from the fact that Judas “helped himself” to the communal money and “was later to betray” Jesus? 

John 12:9-11, 17-19

· Note all the things that happened as a result of Lazarus being raised from the grave.  What can we learn about hostility to Christ, and about the impact of a transformed life from this?

John 12:12-19

“There is no doubt at all that Jesus’ claim was a messianic claim.[…] The point is that a king came riding upon a horse when he was bent on war; he came riding upon [a donkey] when he was coming in peace.  This action of Jesus is a sign that he was not the warrior figure men dreamed of, but the Prince of Peace.  No one saw it at that time, not even the disciples, who should have known so much better.”

· Are there ways in which my preconceived expectations of Jesus overshadow the truth of who he is? 
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 12:20-49
Jesus Predicts His Death 
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20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 

23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 
27 “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!” 

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 

30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 

34 The crowd spoke up, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ will remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?” 

35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who walks in the dark does not know where he is going. 36 Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of light.” When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them. 

The Jews Continue in Their Unbelief 

37 Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: 

“Lord, who has believed our message 

and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 

39 For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: 

40    “He has blinded their eyes 

and deadened their hearts, 

so they can neither see with their eyes, 

nor understand with their hearts, 

nor turn—and I would heal them.” 

41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about him. 

42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved praise from men more than praise from God. 

44 Then Jesus cried out, “When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. 45 When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 
47 “As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. 
48 There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day. 
49 For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.” 

Reflection Questions





John 12:20-28
· Reflect on the link between glory and becoming “a kernel of wheat that falls to the ground and dies” as it applies to Jesus’ life.  How does the Christian understanding of glory differ from the world’s definition?  In what ways have I embraced the life of becoming a seed that falls and dies?

· What are the ways in which people “lose” their life because they “love” it too much?

· What does it mean to “hate” my life “in this world” to “keep it for eternal life?”

John 12:42-43

· What was the problem of these leaders “who would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue?”
· What fears prevent me from making my faith public?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 13:1-17
Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 
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     It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. 
2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 

9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 

10 Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 




Reflection Questions



John 13:1-17

· What did Jesus do with the knowledge that “the time had come for him to leave this world?”  Why did Jesus choose this as his final lesson for his disciples?
· Reflect on the words: “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done… you will be blessed if you do them.”  With this, and his many other words on being a servant, Jesus elevates to the highest place the value of servanthood and sacrificial love.  To what extent have I internalized these values, and in what ways have I become  a servant to others in my life? 

· In what ways has following the example of Jesus become a blessing in my life?

John 13:6-9

“This was a world where roads were dusty and sandals were worn daily[…] The task of foot-washing was so menial that according to some Jewish sources, Jewish slaves were exempt and the job kept for Gentiles[…]  At the very least, all our ancient sources show that foot-washing was a degrading and lowly task.”

· What may have been going on in Peter’s mind as he refused Jesus’ offer to wash his feet?

· What are some ways in which people respond to Jesus like Peter did?  

· What can I learn from the words “unless I wash you, you have no part with me,” about what it means to have a personal relationship with Jesus?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 13:18-38
Jesus Predicts His Betrayal 

[image: image20.png]


18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripture: ‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.’ 
19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He. 20 I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 

21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.” 

22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” 

25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 

26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. 27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. 

“What you are about to do, do quickly,” Jesus told him, 28 but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night. 

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial 

31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” 

Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” 

37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 

38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times! 

Reflection Questions





John 13:18-30

“‘Troubled’ [vs.21] is the same verb used of Jesus' agitation at the grave of Lazarus (11:33) and at the request of the Greeks to see him (12:27).  As ‘the hour’ approached, the bitterness of the betrayal Jesus anticipated became known. […] The quotation in 13:18, which the author cites as prophetic of Jesus' feeling, contains in its context an allusion to ‘my close friend, whom I trusted’ (Ps 41:9). Among the sorrows contributing to the agony of the Cross was the voluntary and selfish defection of Judas.”
 

· Note the progression from Satan simply prompting Judas in 13:2 to Satan entering into Judas in vs. 27. What lesson is there for me?

John 13:31-32 

· Jesus repeats the word “glorify” five times in these two verses regarding the impending cross.  What does this reveal about his perspective and attitude towards the cross?

· How did the cross of Jesus become “glory” for me?

John 13:36-38

· How did Jesus pave the road for me (and Peter who would deny him) to follow him to glory?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 14:1-14
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    “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 

9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 
Reflection Questions





John 14:1-3

· How does this passage answer, for believers, the problem of pain and troubles? 

· To what extent do I experience these promises impacting how I live, process pain or respond to setbacks?

John 14:5-7

“Jesus' reply is the ultimate foundation for a satisfactory philosophy of life. First, it is personal. He did not claim merely to know the way, the truth, and the life as a formula he could impart to the ignorant; but he actually claimed to be the answer to human problems. Jesus' solution to perplexity is not a recipe; it is a relationship with him[…] He is the truth because he has the perfect power of making life one coherent experience irrespective of its ups and downs. He is the life because he was not subject to death but made it subject to him. He did not live with death as the ultimate end of his life; he died to demonstrate the power and continuity of his life.”
 

· Reflect on v. 6.  In what ways has Jesus been the way, the truth and the life for me?

John 14:12-14

“He wanted to impress on the disciples that he was not disbanding them in anticipation of his departure but, rather, he was expecting them to continue his work and do even greater things than he had accomplished. Such an expectation seems impossible in the light of his character and power; yet, through the power of the Spirit whom Jesus sent after his ascension, there were more converts after the initial sermon of Peter at Pentecost than are recorded for Jesus during his entire career. The influence of the infant church covered the Roman world, whereas Jesus during his lifetime never traveled outside the boundaries of Palestine. Through the disciples he multiplied his ministry after his departure. ”

· What is the evidence that someone has faith in him, according to Jesus?
· What is amazing about the fact that Jesus said his followers “will do even greater things” than what he did after he returns to the Father?

· What are the things that I need to ask in Jesus’ name in prayer and experience “greater things than these” in order to “bring glory to the Father?”
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 14:15-31
[image: image24.png]


Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 

15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” 

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” 

23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, 31 but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 
“Come now; let us leave. 




Reflection Questions





John 14:15-26

“Jesus in his reply did not discuss the question of post-resurrection appearances. He focused the disciples' attention on the broader revelation that would come to them through obedience to his known teaching and through the work of the Holy Spirit. The reality of Jesus' and the Father's presence would be conditioned on obedience. […] Obedience is not, however, the condition of God's love for men but the proof of their realization of his love and of their love for him.”

· What is the relationship between knowing God, loving God and obedience?

· What do I need to obey in order to grow in my knowledge of God?

· What is the role of the “Counselor,” “the Spirit of truth,” in a disciple’s life?   

John 14:27-29

· Why was Jesus able to offer his peace to the disciples in the middle of telling them about his death?

· Contrast the peace that Jesus gives and the “peace” the world gives. 

John 14:30-31

· Why does the “prince of this world” (i.e. Satan) have “no hold” on Jesus?

· Who would Satan have “no hold on” today?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 15:1-17
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The Vine and the Branches 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 




reflection questions




John 15:1-8

“Pruning is necessary for any vine. Dead wood is worse than fruitlessness, for dead wood can harbor disease and decay. An untrimmed vine will develop long rambling branches that produce little fruit because most of the strength of the vine is given to growing wood.  The vine-grower is concerned that the vine be healthy and productive. The caring process is a picture of the divine dealing with human life. God removes the dead wood from his church and disciplines the life of the believer so that it is directed into fruitful activity.”
 

· Why is the relationship between the vine and the branch a particularly apt description of my relationship with God?  

· What is surprising about the fact that the gardener prunes the “branch that does bear fruit?”

· How does the word of God “prune” or “clean” a person?

· Notice that there is no command to bear fruit, but only the command to “remain in me.”  What is the significance of this, and how does this apply to me?

John 15:12-15

· How does Jesus define friendship with him, and what is the difference between a “friend” and a “servant?”  Which do I relate to more? 

· What responsibility do I have since Jesus has “made known to [me]” “everything that [he] learned from [the] Father?”

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 15:18-27
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The World Hates the Disciples 
18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin. 23 He who hates me hates my Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’ 

26 “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning. 



Reflection Questions


John 15:18-21

· Reflect on Jesus’ words regarding the world.  What is the relationship between the world and Christians?  Why is this the case?  Do I view the world as Jesus does?
· What mistakes would Christians make if they have a weak understanding of the world system’s essential hostility to Christ, and his followers?

· What values do I hold that “belong to the world?”  What values do I hold that do not “belong to the world?”  

John 15:22-27 

· In what ways does the world hate Jesus “without reason?”

· What is revealed about Jesus’ heart for the world from the fact that he commands his disciples to “testify” about him?
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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BIBLE TEXT







John 16: 1-16
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“All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. 2 They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so that when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did not tell you this at first because I was with you. 
The Work of the Holy Spirit 

5 “Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief. 7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10 in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 
12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. 
16 “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me.” 




Reflection questions




John 16:5-7

“Jesus told the disciples that his separation from them was in their best interest. As long as he was with them in person, his work was localized; and it would be impossible to communicate with them equally at all times and in all places. The coming of the ‘Counselor’ would equip them for a wider and more potent ministry.”
 

· The disciples were “filled with grief” because Jesus was going away, but Jesus tells them that the coming of the Counselor (i.e. the Holy Spirit) would be better.  Why does Jesus say this?

· What are some things I need to let go of even while grieving its loss because I need to move onto the greater good that God intends?

John 16:8-15

· What will the work of the Holy Spirit be, and how have I experienced these things? 

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT







John 16:17-33
The Disciples’ Grief Will Turn to Joy 

17 Some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he is saying.” 
19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me’? 20 I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 
25 “Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.” 

29 Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. 30 Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.” 

31 “You believe at last!” Jesus answered. 32 “But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. 
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 




Reflection questions





John 16:17-24

· What can I learn from the odd picture of the disciples who remained in their frustrating confusion, asking one another what Jesus meant, when Jesus was right there to answer their questions? 

· What can I learn from Jesus in the way he responds to the disciples?

· In what ways do Christians today “weep and mourn” “while the world rejoices?”

· How will our grief “turn to joy?”  How is this joy unlike the world’s joy?

John 16:31-33 

“‘You will leave me all alone’ reveals Jesus' disappointment and emotional tension. The sympathy and support of these men, imperfect as they were, meant much to him. Nevertheless, his chief resource was the Father, whose purpose he came to fulfill and by whose power he was able to execute it.”

· Reflect on Jesus’ magnanimity, and its source, in the face of his disciples’ imminent abandonment of him.  

· What lesson does this provide regarding the source of strength I must have so that I can properly respond when people cause me disappointment or hurt?

· How does the cross and resurrection of Jesus allow me to “have peace,” and “take heart” despite troubles and my own failures? 
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT







John 17:1-19
 
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 

Jesus Prays for His Disciples 

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 




Reflection questions





John 17:1-5

· What brings God glory?

· What specific work do I need to carry out on earth to bring God glory?

John 17:11, 14-18

· What distinguishes Jesus’ disciples according to vv. 14-16?  Are these evident in my life?

· What are the unique challenges that Christians face as those who are “still in this world” but “not of the world?”  What is the role of God’s word in this?

John 17:19

· How is Jesus’ love for his disciples manifested in this verse?

· For whom do I need to sanctify myself in order that “they too may be truly sanctified?”
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT







John 17:20-26
Jesus Prays for All Believers 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 




Reflection questions





John 17:20-23
· According to this passage, what is the basis for Christian unity?

· What is the relationship between oneness with God and oneness with the people of God?

· How does Christian unity show the world the reality of Christ’s incarnation (cf. Acts 2:44-47)?

· Am I experiencing this kind of oneness with the people of God?  If not, what may be the reason?

John 17:24

· What is revealed about Jesus’ heart in his prayer for the disciples to be with him in his glory?  

· What assurance does this give me?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT






John 18:1-11
    When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it. 

2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 

4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?” 

5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 

7 Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” 

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

8 “I told you that I am he,” Jesus answered. “If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.” 

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 

11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?” 




Reflection questions




John 18:1-5

· What does the fact that Judas “knew the place” where Jesus was praying reveal about his experiences and relationship with Jesus? 

· In light of this, what can we say regarding his betrayal?

John 18:1-8

· Reflect on the fact that Jesus went out to meet the approaching soldiers “knowing all that was going to happen to him.”  What is my reaction when I need to move toward danger, discomfort or pain in the process of obeying God’s will?

· What must Jesus have been like given the fact that those who came to arrest him “drew back and fell to the ground” when he announced who he was? 

John 18:11 

· What does Jesus’ statement reveal about His approach to “the cup the Father has given [him]?”

· What “sword” do I wield to avoid the way of the cross, and what would it mean for me to put it away?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT






John 18:12-27
Jesus Taken to Annas 

12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one man died for the people. 

Peter’s First Denial 

15 Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, 16 but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there and brought Peter in. 

17 “You are not one of his disciples, are you?” the girl at the door asked Peter. 

He replied, “I am not.” 

18 It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself. 

The High Priest Questions Jesus 

19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 

20 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 21 Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.” 

22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the face. “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” he demanded. 

23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him, still bound, to Caiaphas the high priest. 

Peter’s Second and Third Denials 

25 As Simon Peter stood warming himself, he was asked, “You are not one of his disciples, are you?” 

He denied it, saying, “I am not.” 

26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the olive grove?” 27 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. 

Reflection questions





John 18:15-18, 25-27

· Reflect on the picture of Peter warming himself by a fire while Jesus was being interrogated and beaten inside.  What does this reveal about human nature, and how does this apply to me? 

· Are there some parallels between Peter’s denial of being associated with Jesus and the way I live?  

John 18:19-24

· In what ways are people like “one of the officials” who struck Jesus?

· What can I learn from what Jesus says in v. 23 about how to respond to words spoken to me?

· Jesus tells those who are interrogating him that he spoke “openly to the world,” and that he “spoke the truth.”  Reflect on the fact that the authorities eventually end up resorting to brute power to suppress Jesus, rather than “testify[ing] as to what is wrong.”  What lessons can I learn from this about the truth, the place of truth in our society, and the function of power to suppress the truth to which Jesus came to testify?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT






John 18:28-19:16
Jesus Before Pilate 

28 Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?” 

30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to you.” 

31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” 

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” the Jews objected. 32 This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death he was going to die would be fulfilled. 

33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 

35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “It was your people and your chief priests who handed you over to me. What is it you have done?” 

36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 

40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion. 

Jesus Sentenced to be Crucified 

19    Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they struck him in the face. 

4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5 When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 

6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 

The Crucifixion 

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.” 

7 The Jews insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 

8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 

11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 

12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 

13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. 

“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 

15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 

“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 

“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 

16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 

Reflection questions




John 18:33-19:1

· What can I learn about Jesus’ heart through his interaction with Pilate?  

· Contrast Jesus’ view of truth and Pilate’s view of truth as revealed by his action (19:1).

· What evidence is there in my life that shows that I am on the side of truth? 

John 18:38-19:16

“Realizing that the priests were implacable and that resisting them would only endanger his career, Pilate finally gave in and ordered the Crucifixion. Certain features of Pilate's examination of Jesus are significant. Pilate's behavior shows that he was apprehensive of trouble. From the outset he was uncertain of his position. He oscillated between public confrontation with the Jewish mob and private interrogation of Jesus. Seven times in this brief narrative the author says or implies that Pilate ‘went out’ or ‘went in’ (18:29, 33, 38; 19:1, 4, 9, 13). Beneath his arrogant manner, there was an uncertainty that came from the conflict between Pilate the Roman judge and Pilate the politician. He finally succumbed to expediency.”
 
· What is the process by which Pilate comes to the point of handing Jesus over to be crucified even though he declared him innocent three times?  

· What does Pilate forfeit and what does he preserve through his final decision?

· What have I forfeited to preserve myself in the past?

· What is the irony of Pilate saying “Don’t you realize I have the power to free you or to crucify you?”

· What can I learn about true power from Jesus’ response to Pilate?

John 19:1-16
· Reflect on the scandal of Jesus’ voluntary suffering at the hands of cowardly and cruel men.
· Reflect on all the evil committed by the others in this text because they simply did not want to suffer.

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT






Read John 18-19

Reflection questions




The different aspects of the sins of the passion characters are listed below.  Identify the ways in which the different aspects of their sins manifest in your life.  Write it out in the blanks provided.  Spend some time praying over these sins.

Judas

· Greed
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….

· Dishonesty

…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….

· Wrong motive in following Jesus 
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Wrong expectations leading to anger and bitterness 
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….

Peter & the Disciples

· Cowardice 
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Over-confidence
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Not alert/Unprepared despite Jesus’ warnings

…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Concerned with petty personal comfort (Peter “warming himself” near the fire)

…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….

Chief priests & the leaders

· Envy and jealousy

…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….



· Protectiveness over their position and privilege 
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Disregard for truth
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Using whatever means to achieve their desire 
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
Pilate

· Avoidance and passivity before inevitable decision that resulted in a huge cost for someone else.  

John 19:4  4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” …………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Not owning up to his own responsibility. 
John 19:6 But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him.”  …………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Too proud and afraid to respond to the prompting in his own heart.  
John 19:8-9  8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Deluded arrogance regarding how much freedom and power he really had. 
John 19:10 “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Caring about position and power more than truth 
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….
· Lack of conviction about justice.  
John 19:16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….


Crowd

· Fair weather followers.  One minute worshipping and next minute shouting “crucify.” 
John 12: 12-13 12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”   John 19:15  15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….

· Prone to easy manipulation by others; unthinkingly swept by mob atmosphere.

John 19:15  15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”  “Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….

Soldiers

· Fake and mocking worship 
John 19:2-3 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they struck him in the face.
…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….

· Actions contrary to confession

…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….

· Numbing their discomfort before Jesus with hostility

…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….

· Abuse of power; delighting in violence

…………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT






John 19:16-42
The Crucifixion 

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 Here they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 

19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: jesus of nazareth, the king of the jews. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 

22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. 

24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, 

“They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” 

So this is what the soldiers did. 

25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

The Death of Jesus 

28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” 

The Burial of Jesus 

38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

Reflection questions





John 19:17, 28

· What does Jesus’ statement “I am thirsty” show about what he endured on the cross?

John 19:25-27

· What picture of Christian relationships and family ties are depicted through what Jesus tells Mary and John about their relationship?  

· To what extent have I experienced the church in this manner?  

John 19:28-30

“The use of the perfect tense in ‘It is finished’ (tetelestai) signifies full completion of Jesus' work and the establishment of a basis for faith. Nothing further needed to be done. Jesus' act was voluntary and confident, for he had discharged perfectly the Father's purpose and was leaving the scene of his human struggle. […] Jesus retained consciousness and command of himself till the very end.”

· Reflect on Jesus’ final words, “It is finished.”   

· What implication do these words have on my life, and my struggle against sin?

John 19:38-40

“Joseph's action was courageous, for his petition was a tacit admission that he was a friend of Jesus and consequently an associate in whatever supposed subversion Jesus might have advocated. Joseph took the initiative and petitioned Pilate for permission to remove the body. His request was an open confession of his faith, for up to this time he had been a secret believer[…] Like Joseph, Nicodemus was a secret disciple whose faith grew slowly…his cooperation with Joseph in the burial shows that his faith had finally matured.” 

· What would have motivated Joseph of Arimathea to ask Pilate for Jesus’ body and Nicodemus to bring “a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds?”

· What was the significance of their actions?

· How do their actions show what my response to the cross should be?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT






John 20

 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

10 Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11 but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 

15 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Jesus Appears to Thomas 

24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

reflection questions




John 20:1-18
· What enabled Mary to be the first witness to the resurrection?

· Contrast Mary to the disciples. What made Mary so bold, and what can I learn from Mary regarding overcoming fears?

John 20:2-8

· What is the relationship between hearing, responding, and believing as demonstrated by the disciples? 

John 20:17

· What is amazing about Jesus calling his disciples his “brothers” after they deserted him?

· Based on this, what are the criteria for being part of God’s family and having the right to call God my Father and my God?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT






John 20

 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

10 Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11 but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 

15 “Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Jesus Appears to Thomas 

24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

Reflection questions




John 20:14-29

· What can I learn about Jesus from the way he appeared before Mary, the disciples and Thomas?

John 20:19-23

“His greeting of ‘Peace’ and the assurance of his identity calmed their fears and demonstrated by unmistakable proof that he was alive. They were overjoyed, not only to see him again, but also to realize that he was undefeated by death and that his claims were validated.”

· What needed to happen for the disciples to go from being full of fear to being “overjoyed?”

· What fears do I need to confront with the peace provided by the risen Jesus?

“The disciples did not have the power to forgive sins (only God can forgive sins), but Jesus gave them the privilege of telling new believers that their sins have been forgiven because they have accepted Jesus’ message.”

· What is the first responsibility the risen Jesus gave to the disciples?

John 20:24-29

· What might have been the reason that Thomas “was not with the disciples when Jesus came,” and what did he miss out on because of this?  What lesson is here about gathering with others? 

John 20:30-31

“To believe that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah) and the Son of God involves the total acceptance of the revelation of God that he offers, the acknowledgment of his divine authority, and the fulfillment of the commission he entrusted to his disciples. The total scope of this belief is illustrated in the narrative of this Gospel. Its result is eternal life, a new and enduring experience of God by the believer.”

· What was John’s purpose in writing the Gospel of John? 

· What does it mean to have “life in his name?”  Am I experiencing that life?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT







John 21   
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 

5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

“No,” they answered. 

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 

11 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 

20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 

22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” 23 Because of this, the rumor spread among the brothers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?” 

24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 

25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written. 

Reflection questions





John 21:1-3

“‘Afterward’ implies an indefinite lapse of time (cf. 2:12; 3:22; 5:1, 14; 6:1; 7:1; 11:7, 11; 13:7; 19:28, 38), but not always a long time. Since this event is categorized as Jesus' third appearance to the disciples after the Resurrection (21:14), it must have taken place between the beginning of the second week and the Ascension.”

· Why might have Peter gone back to fishing even after witnessing the resurrection?

· What is the significance of the disciples going back to fishing and catching nothing (cf. Mark 1:16-17, Luke 5:4-11 )?

John 21:15-17

· What can I learn about God’s perspective on my failures through Jesus’ interaction with Peter?  

· How do I usually react to my failures, and in what ways do I need to change this?

· What can I learn about God’s calling to “take care of my sheep” from the fact that Jesus asks this of Peter, who had denied and failed him? 

John 21:18-19

· What did Jesus predict would happen to Peter?  

· How might this picture have differed from what Peter had in mind when he first answered the call to follow Jesus? 

· In what way is the contrast between the time when one is “young” and “old” in v. 18 an apt description of Christian maturity? In what ways have I grown in allowing others to lead me where I do not want to go?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT







John 1:1–18  
The Word Became Flesh 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

15 John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ ” 16 From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.




Reflection questions





John 1:1-5, 14

“The term “the Word” (Gk. Logos) conveys the notion of divine self-expression or speech and has a rich OT background. God's Word is effective: God speaks, and things come into being (Gen. 1:3, 9; Ps. 33:6; 107:20; Isa. 55:10–11), and by speech he relates personally to his people (e.g., Gen. 15:1).”

· Reflect on the words describing the true nature of Jesus (“the Word”) in this passage in light of the cross and resurrection.
John 1:12

· What “right” do I have through Jesus?

· What are the implications that flow from this right in my life?
John 1:16-18

· How have I “received one blessing after another” from the “fullness of his grace?”  

· Meditate on the ways in which Jesus’ life and ministry revealed grace and truth.

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT







1 John 1:1–7  
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

Reflection questions





1 John 1:1-2

“It is interesting that in verse 2 the authority behind John’s affirmation is not merely some tradition or doctrinal convention. It springs from experience. It would be one thing for John to defend the particularity of the Incarnation as a logical requirement of some theological system. And no doubt he could do this. The repeated emphasis on personal experience — seeing and testifying what was revealed to us — is not just a way to shore up his defense of the Incarnation. John’s authority rests in what he knows to be true because he has touched it. He is making a compelling appeal; he is offering a testimony, not just to coherent, orthodox theology, but to a living Word, Jesus Christ, whose reality is the principal reference point of his life.”

· How has John experienced the reality of Jesus?

· Meditate on the fact that with the person of Jesus “life appeared.”

· In what ways have I experienced life after encountering Jesus?

 1 John 1:3-4
“The purpose of John’s letter is fellowship, ‘so that you also may have fellowship with us’ (v. 3a). The Greek word translated ‘fellowship’ in the NIV is koinonia, which means to have something in common.”
   

· According to v. 3, what should be the basis of Christian fellowship?  

· On what other basis have I been trying to build Christian fellowship?

· What is the relationship between joy and fellowship?

· This passage starts with the “beginning” and describes how God came close in the form of Jesus, and ends with fellowship and joy.  What does this summary of God’s redemption plan show about the final outcome of God’s desires? 
1 John 1:5-7

“John sees an intrinsic connection (as we saw in 1:3 – 4) between our relationship with each other and our relationship with God. One is not possible without the other. It is curious that instead of saying that those who walk in the light ‘have fellowship with God’ (as his opponents argued in v. 6), John says that fellowship with each other is the most obvious consequence.”
 

· How does walking in the light lead to “fellowship with one another,” and what is the role of the blood of Jesus in this context?

· Contrast characteristics of someone who is walking in the darkness vs. walking in the light.  Which best describes me?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT







1 John 1:8 – 2:6
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 
2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 
3 We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4 The man who says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 


Reflection questions





1 John 1:9-10

· Reflect on the promise of v. 9.  What desire of God toward me is behind the exhortation to confess?  What does this context reveal about what repentance is? 

· Are there some sins that I need to confess today and for which I need to claim v. 9?

1 John 1:10

· What is the relationship between confession and the ability to hear God's word? 

1 John 2:1-6

“Where there is no call for obedience, then all things are tolerated. ‘Do your own thing"’ becomes the motto. And so nothing can be labeled as "sinful." No act is clearly right or wrong. Thus, there is no need of forgiveness. But because John insists that God calls us to obey the commands that have been given, he also reminds us that when we fall short of keeping them, there is forgiveness in Christ. And, to come at it from the other angle, where there is forgiveness available, it follows that certain actions--whether thoughts, words or deeds--can be dealt with only when one confesses and is forgiven. In short, the call to confession and the offer of forgiveness go hand in hand with the call to obedience.”

· What is the proof of knowing God according to v. 3?

· Why does John tell them what they should do when they sin, immediately after telling them not to sin?  

· Meditate on the two ways in which Jesus is described—“one who speaks to the Father in our defense” and “the atoning sacrifice for our sins.”  

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

BIBLE TEXT







Philippians 2:1–11   
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6
Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

7
but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. 

8
And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to death— 

even death on a cross! 

9
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 




Reflection questions





Philippians 2:1-2

· How do “encouragement from being united with Christ,” “comfort from his love,” “fellowship with the Spirit,” “tenderness and compassion”  lead a person to become “like-minded” with other believers?  Which of these do I need to experience at a greater level?

Philippians 2:5-8

· Reflect on the heart of Jesus as described here.  

· Have I come to treasure and internalize these values for myself?  How has this manifested concretely in my life? 
Philippians 2:10-11

· Who exalted Christ to the highest place?

· Is there anything in heaven and on earth that is worthy of my worship other than Jesus Christ? 

· How can I better bring my entire life to bow down to Jesus Christ as my Lord?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


“Show me, O Lord, my life’s end and the number of my days; let me know how fleeting is my life. You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing before you. Each man’s life is but a breath. Man is a mere phantom as he goes to and fro: He bustles about, but only in vain;


he heaps up wealth, not knowing who will get it. “But now, Lord, what do I look for? My hope is in you. Save me from all my transgressions;


~ Psalm 39: 4-8


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


I waited patiently for the LORD;  he turned to me and heard my cry.  He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire;  he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.  He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.  Many will see and fear  and put their trust in the LORD.


~Psalm 40:1-3 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Why are you downcast,


 O my soul? Why so disturbed within me?


  Put your hope in God,     for I will yet praise him,     my Savior and my God.


~ Psalm 42: 5








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Have mercy on me, O God,  according to your unfailing love;  according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 


~ Psalm 51:1








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.


Psalm 51:10-12


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.


~Psalm 51:10-12


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


I am under vows to you, 


O God; I will present my thank offerings to you. For you have delivered me from death and my feet from stumbling, that I may walk before God in the light of life.


~Psalm 56:12-13


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Hear my cry, O God;


listen to my prayer.


 From the ends of the earth I call to you, I call as my heart grows faint;


lead me to the rock that is higher than I. .


~Psalm 61:1-2


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him.  6 He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge. Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. 


~Psalm 62:5-8


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


O God, you are my God,


earnestly I seek you;


my soul thirsts for you,


my body longs for you,


in a dry and weary land


where there is no water. ~Psalm 63:1


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


I will listen to what God the LORD will say; 


he promises peace to his people, his saints— but let them not return to folly. Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 


that his glory may dwell


in our land.


~Psalm 85: 8-9


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


The LORD reigns, 


   let the nations tremble; 


he sits enthroned between 


the cherubim, 


let the earth shake. 


Great is the LORD in Zion; he is exalted over all the nations. Let them praise your great and awesome name—he is holy.


~Psalm 99: 1-3


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.  I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. Praise be to you, O LORD; 


teach me your decrees.  ~Psalm 119: 10-12


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  But with you there is forgiveness; 


therefore you are feared.


~Psalm 130: 3-4


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope.  6 My soul waits for the Lord     more than watchmen wait for the morning,     more than watchmen wait for the morning.


~Psalm 130: 5-6


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


My heart is not proud, 


O LORD, my eyes are not haughty;  I do not concern myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me. But I have stilled and quieted my soul; 


like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned child is my soul within me.


~Psalm 131: 1-2


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


 Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD     who minister by night in the house of the LORD.  Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the LORD. May the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth, bless you from Zion.


~Psalm 134


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise;  you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down;     you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it 


completely, O LORD.


~Psalm 139: 1-4


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Search me, O God, and know my heart;


test me and know my anxious thoughts.


 See if there is any offensive way in me,


and lead me in the way everlasting. 


~Psalm 139: 23-24


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips.


Let not my heart be drawn to what is evil, to take part in wicked deeds with men who are evildoers; let me not eat of their delicacies.


Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness;


let him rebuke me—it is oil on my head.


My head will not refuse it.  


~Psalm 141: 3-5


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Rescue me from my enemies, O Lord, for I hide myself in you. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God;


may your good Spirit


lead me on level ground. ~Psalm 143: 9-10


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


O Lord, what is man that you care for him, the son of man that you think of him?


 Man is like a breath; 


his days are like 


a fleeting shadow. 


~Psalm 144: 3-4


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Show me your ways, 


O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior,and my hope is in you all day long.


~Psalm 25: 4-5


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.  Praise be to you, O Lord;


teach me your decrees.  


~Psalm 119: 11-12


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Keep me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me through your law.


~Psalm 119: 29


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Open my eyes 


that I may see wonderful things in your law.


~Psalm 119: 18


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Let me understand 


the teaching of your precepts; then I will meditate 


on your wonders.


~Psalm 119: 27


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to your word.


~Psalm 119: 28


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart.  Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight.


~Psalm 119: 34-35


 








Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT


Your hands made me and formed me; give me understanding to learn your commands.


~Psalm 119: 73
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