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PROVERBS 
                                         
Devotion TiME


Monday, march 21




FEAR GOD






This week, we will reflect on various proverbs arranged by theme from the book of Proverbs, one of the richest sources of wisdom in the bible. The beginning of wisdom starts with fearing God – i.e., properly regarding him. Knowing who he is sets all other things in their proper place and proportion, a key to a well-lived life.
Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.
Psalm 25:4-5  
BIBLE TEXT







Proverbs 1:1-7

Proverbs 3:5–7

Proverbs 5:21
Proverbs 16:2-3
Proverbs 16:9
Proverbs 18:10

Proverbs 19:3  

Proverbs 19:21
Proverbs 23:17

Proverbs 27:1

Proverbs 30:5-6

ANALYSIS







· Describe the characteristics of a fool and a wise person. 

· Why is it impossible for those who are “wise in their own eyes” to trust God?  
· What are they not seeing (or missing) about God?

· What is God like according to this passage?

· Why does it necessarily follow that to trust him is the wisest thing to do?

APPLICATION 







· What warnings does this passage have for me?

· What concrete steps can I take to increase in wisdom?
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Tuesday, March 22




TREASURE WISDOM





A sure sign of wisdom is that you understand the true value of wisdom. Only a fool thinks he is wise enough. A wise person knows enough of life, and himself, that he knows he needs wisdom from above. What you value is a good gauge of who you are. Do you value wisdom and seek it like a treasure?
Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way. All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful for those who keep the demands of his covenant. 
Psalm 25:8-10
BIBLE TEXT







Proverbs 1:22–28 

Proverbs 2:1-6

Proverbs 4:6–8 

Proverbs 8:10-11

Proverbs 8:32-36

Proverbs 16:16
ANALYSIS







· What attitude is urged regarding wisdom? (List all the words used in the text.)
· What is it about wisdom that requires this kind of attitude?

· Why is wisdom the most precious thing that we should seek in life?

· What can I learn from the fact that God is the source of wisdom?

APPLICATION 





 

· How intensely do I treasure wisdom?  What evidence is there in my life that I seek to grow in wisdom?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, march 23



ACCEPT CORRECTION






One of the main ways in which wisdom flows into our lives in through wiser people providing us feedback in the daily context of life together. A wise person knows how to cherish and grow from such a practical source of every day wisdom.
Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Test me, O Lord, and try me, examine my heart and my mind; for your love is ever before me, and I walk continually in your truth.
Psalm 26:2-3
BIBLE TEXT







Proverbs 1:7

Proverbs 3:11-12

Proverbs 9:7-9

Proverbs 10:17

Proverbs 12:1

Proverbs 12:15

Proverbs 13:10 

Proverbs 13:13

Proverbs 15:5

Proverbs 15:12

Proverbs 15:31

Proverbs 15:32

Proverbs 17:10

Proverbs 27:6

Proverbs 28:23

Proverbs 29:1

ANALYSIS







· List all the words that describe a foolish response to rebuke, correction, instruction, and advice.
· List all the words that describe a wise response to rebuke, correction, instruction, and advice.
· What risks are involved in giving rebuke, correction, instruction, and advice?
· What happens to those who reject rebuke, correction, instruction, and advice?
 APPLICATION 






· What is your typical response to rebuke, correction, instruction, and advice from the various people in your life?

· What is your relationship with those who would be considered “wise”?
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, march 24



BE HONEST







Dishonesty offends God, harms others, and ultimately leads to our own destruction. Through today’s proverbs, resolved again to be a person of utmost honesty and integrity. 
Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.
Psalm 27:1-2
BIBLE TEXT







Proverbs 3:29-30
Proverbs 10:9
Proverbs 10:18
Proverbs 11:3
Proverbs 12:19

Proverbs 12:22
Proverbs 19:22
Proverbs 20:23

Proverbs 21:28

Proverbs 25:18
Proverbs 26:24-26
Proverbs 26:28
Proverbs 28:13
Proverbs 29:5
ANALYSIS







· What does this passage say regarding flattery?

· What does this passage say regarding false testimony, slander, malicious talk, and false accusation?

· What does this passage say regarding lying?

· How does God view all of these sins?

 APPLICATION 







· Which of these sins am I most susceptible to?

· How can I discipline myself to become a person of integrity?  What habits do I need to cultivate?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
friday, march 25



SPEAK WITH WISDOM



God revealed himself to us in words, and the seriousness with which the bible regards spoken words is unmatched. We can do so much damage, and so much good with our words.
Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT
By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth. He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people of the world revere him. For he spoke, and it came to be: he commanded, and it stood firm. The Lord foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.

Psalm 33
BIBLE TEXT







Proverbs 4:24
Proverbs 10:19

Proverbs 10:32

Proverbs 11:13

Proverbs 12:18

Proverbs 12:25
Proverbs 15:1
Proverbs 15:4

Proverbs 16:27-28

Proverbs 17:9

Proverbs 17:27-28

Proverbs 18:2
Proverbs 18:8
Proverbs 18:13

Proverbs 25:11
Proverbs 29:20

Proverbs 31:8-10

ANALYSIS







· List all the words in the text describing negative forms speech can take, and their consequences.  

· List all the words in the text describing positive speech, and their consequences.

· What are some examples of such speech from my own experience?

· What kind of character is needed for someone to have the ability to consistently use his speech to heal and not harm?

APPLICATION 





· What are the sins of speech that I need to repent of?

· What words do I need to speak to be a blessing to others?

· What concrete advice do I need to heed regarding my speech life?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, march 26



BE DILIGENT







One of the most frequent themes in the book of Proverbs has to do with the folly of sloth and the virtue of diligence. Take to heart these words of warning and exhortation.

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid? 
Psalm 27:4 
BIBLE TEXT







Proverbs 6:6-8

Proverbs 6:9-11

Proverbs 10:4
Proverbs 10:26
Proverbs 12:11
Proverbs 13:4
Proverbs 14:23
Proverbs 19:24

Proverbs 20:4

Proverbs 20:13

Proverbs 24:30-34

Proverbs 26:13-16

ANALYSIS







· What are the characteristics of a lazy person?

· Which of the verses show that laziness betrays common sense?

· What is the relationship between laziness and fear?

· What can I learn about laziness from the attitude of  “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest?”

· What are the consequences of laziness?

· What examples of downfall due to laziness have I witnessed in my life and in the life of others? 

APPLICATION






· What are the ways I need to apply today’s passage in my life?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.













