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Devotion Time: Money & Worldliness
                                         

Week 3: May 16-May 21, 2011



Introduction

This week, we will cover passages from the Old Testament prophets that address the issue of love for God and love for neighbors as it works out in the concrete details of finances and generosity.  Note the repeated emphasis in their message that regardless of religious words or rituals, what counts is what we actually do, and in particular what we do in the pursuit of wealth, and what we fail to do in the care for the poor.  

One thing we need to keep in mind is that the prophets were speaking to the Israelites about their failure to be convenantally faithful toward their brothers who were poor.  However, as New Testament Christians, we need to include those who are spiritually poor in the definition of the “poor,” and make applications not only in the sphere of compassionate social action, but also in the area of mission and evangelism.  John Stott, addressing this issue in his classic book Christian Mission in the Modern World, under the heading “The Priority of Evangelism,” says the following.  Please keep these thoughts in mind as you apply the DT texts this week.

“The word mission, I have so far suggested, is properly a comprehensive word, embracing everything which God sends his people into the world to do.  It therefore includes evangelism and social responsibility, since both are authentic expressions of the love which longs to serve man in his need.  

“Yet I think we should agree with the statement of the Lausanne Covenant that 'in the church’s mission of sacrificial service evangelism is primary’ (‘The Church and Evangelism,’ para.6).  Christians should feel an acute pain of conscience and compassion when human beings are oppressed or neglected in any way, whether what is being denied them is civil liberty, racial respect, education, medicine, employment, or adequate food, clothing and shelter.  Anything which undermines human dignity should be an offense to us. But is anything so destructive of human dignity as alienation from God through ignorance or rejection of the gospel?  And how can we seriously maintain that political and economic liberation is just as important as eternal salvation?  Both are certainly challenges to Christian love.  But listen to the apostle Paul when he writes with solemn emphasis about his concern for his fellow Jews: ‘I am speaking the truth in Christ, I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen by race’ (Romans 9:1-3).  What was the cause of his anguish?  That they had lost their national Jewish independence and were under the colonial heel of Rome?  That they were often despised and hated by Gentiles, socially boycotted and deprived of equal opportunities?  No.  ‘Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved’” (Romans 10:1), and the context makes it plain beyond doubt that the ‘salvation’ Paul desired for them was their acceptance with God (vv. 2-4).  That few if any of us feel this inward agony is a mark of our spiritual immaturity.”

Monday, may 16




Prayer For Today’s DT

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15) 

Bible Text: Isaiah 58:1–14
Reflection Questions




Isaiah 58:3-7

· What view of God is betrayed in v. 3?  What does this kind of approach towards God look like today?

· What values are expressed in the words in v.3 “you do as you please” and “exploit all your workers”?

· What values are expressed in God’s description of the kind of fasting he has chosen?

· Assess the degree to which my fasting—or other acts of piety/spiritual disciplines—has resulted in the kind of attitudes and actions described in vss. 6-7.

Isaiah 58:8-14

· What will it take for God’s “light [to] break forth like the dawn” and for God’s “healing [to] quickly appear?”

· Meditate on the glorious vision that God has for His people. What can I learn from the emphasis on not “doing as [I] please” in order for God’s vision to become a reality in my life?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Tuesday, may 17




Prayer For Today’s DT

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

(Psalm 139:23-24) 
Bible Text: Jeremiah 22:1-23
Reflection Questions




Jeremiah 22:13-23

“Verse 13 describes Jehoiakim’s activities as ‘unrighteous’ and as examples of ‘injustice.’  These terms, of course, are the negative counterparts to justice and righteousness.  Jehoiakim’s arrogant building project is described as ‘his palace.’  Almost certainly this is not a primary residence, since the royal palace in Jerusalem had been in existence as long as the temple.  According to 36:22 Jehoiakim had a winter house.”

· What was the sin of King Jehoiakim?  What desires led him to “unrighteousness” and “injustice”?  What should he have done with the power that he had as a king?  

· What power has God given me?  What is God asking me to do with it?

· Reflect on the statement “Is that not what it means to know me?”  In what ways does my knowledge of God translate to my relationships with people, especially those who are needy?

· In what ways can modern-day people be guilty of “dishonest gain,” “shedding innocent blood,” and “extortion and oppression”?

· What is God’s warning to those who feel secure?  What are the things that make me feel secure?  How can I cultivate a listening ear to God when I’m feeling secure?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Wednesday, may 18




Prayer For Today’s DT

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, your soul will delight in the richest of fare. Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. (Isaiah 55:2-3) 
Bible Text: Amos 2:6–14


Reflection Questions



Amos 2:6-8

· What can I learn about God’s heart for the poor and the oppressed?

· Reflect on the plight of the spiritually poor and the spiritually oppressed.  What is God’s heart toward them?

· In this context, in what ways do people today engage in the selling of the “righteous for silver” and “the needy for a pair of sandals?” 

Amos 2:10-11

· What past events does the LORD remind the Israelites of? 

· In what way is remembering the true, historical facts of God’s work in my life vital to my relationship with God?  

· What are some of the relevant facts about God’s work in my life that He may recount, about which He can say: “Is this not true?”

Amos 2:11-12

“In the years since the Exodus God graciously sent various prophets (Samuel, Nathan, Gad, Ahijah, Elijah, Elisha) to communicate messages from God, to encourage the people to maintain their covenant relationship with him, and to call them back from their sinful ways. God also raised up Nazirites (Samson in Judg. 13; Samuel in Sam. 1) to be examples of holy living.”
  “Nazirites were Hebrews who made extraordinary lifestyle sacrifices to God, usually for a limited time (Num. 6:1-21).  One such sacrifice was to abstain from alcohol.  Forcing Nazirites to abandon their vows to God was an act of defiance, an intentional destruction of something sacred.”

· Why would anyone “[make] the Nazirites drink wine” and “[command] the prophets not to prophesy”?

· Are there some ways in which I share in these attitudes?

· How does the mainstream culture attempt to corrupt and compromise my vows to God or silence God’s truth in my life?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, may 19




Prayer For Today’s DT

My son, do not forget my teaching, keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many year bring you prosperity. (Proverbs 3:1) 
Bible Text: Amos 5:18–24


Reflection Questions




Amos 5:18-24

“The Day of the Lord is an important eschatological concept that runs through the prophetic writings. It refers to the complex of events surrounding the coming of the Lord in judgment to conquer his foes and to establish his sovereign rule over the world. The people were looking forward to that day. Apparently they understood it as the time when Yahweh would act on their behalf to conquer their foes and establish Israel as his people forever…. But their moral vision was blurred. They failed to see the Day of the Lord as the time when God will judge all sin--even theirs. They named the name of Yahweh but did not obey his precepts. For these people, Amos said, that coming day will be one of darkness.”

· What was God’s view of the Israelite’s religiosity?
· What fundamental view of God must the Israelites have held in order for them to have such spiritual confidence while living utterly selfish lives?
· How can an active religious life become justification for ignoring justice and righteousness?  What can be a safeguard against this?
· What would it take for “justice [to] roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream?”  How can this become a reality in my life?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, may 20




Prayer For Today’s DT

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” 

(Luke 1:38)  
Bible Text: Amos 6:1–8 

Reflection Questions




Amos 6:1-2

· What was wrong with the fact that those in Zion and Samaria felt “complacent” and “secure”?

· What things in life cause people to feel complacent and secure?

Amos 6:4-7

“Verse 6 pointed to the cardinal defect of the days of luxury and lolling; failure to care for the break-up of the state and the broken lives of its people; …they had wantonly disassociated themselves from human need (6), so they come to the point where they know that God has disassociated Himself from their need...”

· Why would indulging in material abundance or comfort cause people to “not grieve over the ruin” of others?

· How can I guard against this?

· Where does a lifestyle of luxury, of “feasting and lounging,” fit in my hierarchy of values?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, may 21




Prayer For Today’s DT

My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. 

(Proverbs 2:1-5) 

Bible Text: Amos 8:4–7, 11-14
Reflection Questions



Amos 8:4-6

· What was the Israelites’ attitude towards God as revealed through the expression: “When will the New Moon be over … and the Sabbath be ended?”

· Where was their heart?

· What are the things in my life that occupy center stage so that I want to quickly “be over” with the things of God?

· As mentioned repeatedly in Amos, here again, callousness toward the plight of others is tied to disregard of God.  Why is one related to the other?  In what ways might such dynamics be present in my life, and what can I do about it?

Amos 8:7-14

“The destruction to come on Samaria will be the cause of bitter mourning. Amos described the event in terms of a funeral for an only son (v. 10). He continued the use of metaphorical language as he depicted a coming famine. It was no ordinary famine but one of the words of the Lord (v. 11). He pictured men searching for the word as starving people seek food or water (vv. 12-13). But they received no word from the Lord. They had rejected the word, not realizing its great value, and had lost it forever (cf. Luke 17:22; John 7:34). The church must realize the preciousness of the Word of God. We must obey and honor it, because it points to the source of life.”

· What does the judgment in the form of “a famine of hearing the words of the LORD” show about the nature of the final stage of God’s judgment?

· What does the character of this judgment reveal about the serious consequence of what I ultimately desire in life?  What do I really want in my life?

· What has been my attitude toward the word of God?

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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