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Devotion Time: 1 Samuel



                       
June 27 – July 9, 2011

monday, JUNE 27

Prayer For Today’s DT

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning. (Psalm 130:5-6)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 4:1-11

1     And Samuel’s word came to all Israel. 

The Philistines Capture the Ark
Now the Israelites went out to fight against the Philistines. The Israelites camped at Ebenezer, and the Philistines at Aphek. 2 The Philistines deployed their forces to meet Israel, and as the battle spread, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand of them on the battlefield. 3 When the soldiers returned to camp, the elders of Israel asked, “Why did the Lord bring defeat upon us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the Lord’s covenant from Shiloh, so that it may go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies.” 

4 So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they brought back the ark of the covenant of the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim. And Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 

5 When the ark of the Lord’s covenant came into the camp, all Israel raised such a great shout that the ground shook. 6 Hearing the uproar, the Philistines asked, “What’s all this shouting in the Hebrew camp?” 

When they learned that the ark of the Lord had come into the camp, 7 the Philistines were afraid. “A god has come into the camp,” they said. “We’re in trouble! Nothing like this has happened before. 8 Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? They are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in the desert. 9 Be strong, Philistines! Be men, or you will be subject to the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Be men, and fight!” 

10 So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his tent. The slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 The ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died. 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 4:1-5
“[The elders] were right in assuming that the Lord was responsible for their defeat, but wrong in thinking that a parade of the ark of the covenant would compensate for their neglect of the Lord’s ethical demands.  The ‘ark’ or ‘chest’ contained the very law of God to which Israel was committed under the covenant initiated by the Lord himself.  To think that the presence of the ark with them would reverse their fortunes without any changes of heart in Israel’s leaders was a measure of their insensitivity to spiritual things.”

· What are some ways in which people today might seek God’s presence or blessing while ignoring their lack of obedience to His word?  

· Why would people do this?  

1 Samuel 4:6-11
· What might have been some expectations and calculations behind their decision to bring the ark into battle?

· Are there some ways in which I think of God in ways similar to the Israelites?

· Reflect on Micah 6:6-8 in this light.  
6    With what shall I come before the Lord 

and bow down before the exalted God? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

with calves a year old? 

7    Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with ten thousand rivers of oil? 

Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, 

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

8    He has showed you, O man, what is good. 

And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God. 

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, JUNE 28

Prayer For Today’s DT

My heart is not proud, O LORD, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern myself with great matters or things too wonderful for me. But I have stilled and quieted my soul; like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned child is my soul within me.

(Psalm 131:1-2)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 4:10-21 

10 So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his tent. The slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. 11 The ark of God was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died. 

12 That same day a Benjamite ran from the battle line and went to Shiloh, his clothes torn and dust on his head. 13 When he arrived, there was Eli sitting on his chair by the side of the road, watching, because his heart feared for the ark of God. When the man entered the town and told what had happened, the whole town sent up a cry. 
14 Eli heard the outcry and asked, “What is the meaning of this uproar?” 

The man hurried over to Eli, 15 who was ninety-eight years old and whose eyes were set so that he could not see. 16 He told Eli, “I have just come from the battle line; I fled from it this very day.” 

Eli asked, “What happened, my son?” 

17 The man who brought the news replied, “Israel fled before the Philistines, and the army has suffered heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been captured.” 

18 When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward off his chair by the side of the gate. His neck was broken and he died, for he was an old man and heavy. He had led Israel forty years. 

19 His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant and near the time of delivery. When she heard the news that the ark of God had been captured and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she went into labor and gave birth, but was overcome by her labor pains. 20 As she was dying, the women attending her said, “Don’t despair; you have given birth to a son.” But she did not respond or pay any attention. 

21 She named the boy Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed from Israel”—because of the capture of the ark of God and the deaths of her father-in-law and her husband. 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 4:11
· What can I learn about what God values from the fact that He allowed “the ark of God” to be so disgracefully captured by the Philistines?

· If there is a situation in which obedience to God’s word, or seeking His honor will also lead to a public embarrassment to the reputation of Christianity, what should be done?  

1 Samuel 4:12-22
· Eli’s sin as the spiritual leader of Israel was not that he did not know what was right and wrong, nor that he did not care enough.  It simply was that he did not have the will and strength of character to take action according to his beliefs, i.e., passivity.  Reflect on the outcome of Eli’s passivity.  How was God’s name dishonored and who are the people who suffered the consequences of his passivity?  

· Am I passive, and if so, in what contexts?  Where does this passivity come from? 

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, JUNE 29

Prayer For Today’s DT

Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD who minister by night in the house of the LORD. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the LORD. May the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth, bless you from Zion. (Psalm 134:1-3)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 5

1    After the Philistines had captured the ark of God, they took it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 2 Then they carried the ark into Dagon’s temple and set it beside Dagon. 3 When the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the Lord! They took Dagon and put him back in his place. 4 But the following morning when they rose, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the Lord! His head and hands had been broken off and were lying on the threshold; only his body remained. 5 That is why to this day neither the priests of Dagon nor any others who enter Dagon’s temple at Ashdod step on the threshold. 

6 The Lord’s hand was heavy upon the people of Ashdod and its vicinity; he brought devastation upon them and afflicted them with tumors. 7 When the men of Ashdod saw what was happening, they said, “The ark of the god of Israel must not stay here with us, because his hand is heavy upon us and upon Dagon our god.” 8 So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and asked them, “What shall we do with the ark of the god of Israel?” 

They answered, “Have the ark of the god of Israel moved to Gath.” So they moved the ark of the God of Israel. 

9 But after they had moved it, the Lord’s hand was against that city, throwing it into a great panic. He afflicted the people of the city, both young and old, with an outbreak of tumors. 10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. 

As the ark of God was entering Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They have brought the ark of the god of Israel around to us to kill us and our people.” 11 So they called together all the rulers of the Philistines and said, “Send the ark of the god of Israel away; let it go back to its own place, or it will kill us and our people.” For death had filled the city with panic; God’s hand was very heavy upon it. 12 Those who did not die were afflicted with tumors, and the outcry of the city went up to heaven. 


REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 5:1-8
“It must have disturbed a conquering people to discover their god bowing down before the ark of a vanquished people.  Their instinct to prop their god back up is a natural one.  It is not easy to relinquish an inadequate understanding of God.  Even today when our little gods fall, our first instinct is not to abandon them but to prop them up again.”
 

· What assumptions about God and about Dagon were (or should have been) shattered by the events related in this passage?

· In what ways can I relate to their basic instinct to “put him back in his place?”

· What can I learn about human nature from the fact that the Philistines’ reaction to the supernatural events surrounding the ark was simply to avoid further contact by sending it away?  

· Have there been times when I’ve felt threatened by God’s activity and responded in a similar way?

1 Samuel 5:1-12

· The capture of the ark by the victorious Philistines would have tarnished God’s name.  There would have been despair among the Israelites, and gloating among the Philistines. What does God demonstrate through subsequent events?

· In what way does this reveal the limitation of human thoughts?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, JUNE 30

Prayer For Today’s DT

O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. (Psalm 139:1-4)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 6

1    When the ark of the Lord had been in Philistine territory seven months, 2 the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the Lord? Tell us how we should send it back to its place.” 

3 They answered, “If you return the ark of the god of Israel, do not send it away empty, but by all means send a guilt offering to him. Then you will be healed, and you will know why his hand has not been lifted from you.” 

4 The Philistines asked, “What guilt offering should we send to him?” 

They replied, “Five gold tumors and five gold rats, according to the number of the Philistine rulers, because the same plague has struck both you and your rulers. 5 Make models of the tumors and of the rats that are destroying the country, and pay honor to Israel’s god. Perhaps he will lift his hand from you and your gods and your land. 6 Why do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh did? When he treated them harshly, did they not send the Israelites out so they could go on their way? 

7 “Now then, get a new cart ready, with two cows that have calved and have never been yoked. Hitch the cows to the cart, but take their calves away and pen them up. 8 Take the ark of the Lord and put it on the cart, and in a chest beside it put the gold objects you are sending back to him as a guilt offering. Send it on its way, 9 but keep watching it. If it goes up to its own territory, toward Beth Shemesh, then the Lord has brought this great disaster on us. But if it does not, then we will know that it was not his hand that struck us and that it happened to us by chance.” 

10 So they did this. They took two such cows and hitched them to the cart and penned up their calves. 11 They placed the ark of the Lord on the cart and along with it the chest containing the gold rats and the models of the tumors. 12 Then the cows went straight up toward Beth Shemesh, keeping on the road and lowing all the way; they did not turn to the right or to the left. The rulers of the Philistines followed them as far as the border of Beth Shemesh. 

13 Now the people of Beth Shemesh were harvesting their wheat in the valley, and when they looked up and saw the ark, they rejoiced at the sight. 14 The cart came to the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and there it stopped beside a large rock. The people chopped up the wood of the cart and sacrificed the cows as a burnt offering to the Lord. 15 The Levites took down the ark of the Lord, together with the chest containing the gold objects, and placed them on the large rock. On that day the people of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings and made sacrifices to the Lord. 16 The five rulers of the Philistines saw all this and then returned that same day to Ekron. 

17 These are the gold tumors the Philistines sent as a guilt offering to the Lord—one each for Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron. 18 And the number of the gold rats was according to the number of Philistine towns belonging to the five rulers—the fortified towns with their country villages. The large rock, on which they set the ark of the Lord, is a witness to this day in the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh. 

19 But God struck down some of the men of Beth Shemesh, putting seventy of them to death because they had looked into the ark of the Lord. The people mourned because of the heavy blow the Lord had dealt them, 20 and the men of Beth Shemesh asked, “Who can stand in the presence of the Lord, this holy God? To whom will the ark go up from here?” 

21 Then they sent messengers to the people of Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have returned the ark of the Lord. Come down and take it up to your place.” 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 6:1-5
“They want to know how to receive healing and ransom so that Yahweh’s hand can be stayed …  The departure of the golden statues is probably intended to effect the removal of the rodents and disease from the region of the Philistine pentapolis.  There must have been resistance on the part of the Philistines to make such a costly sacrifice to Israel’s god.”

· Though they did not understand much about the Lord, the Philistine priests and diviners still understood that their sin must be atoned for (“a guilt offering”) and that they must do so with an attitude of humility (“pay honor to Israel’s god.”)  What lessons does this teach me regarding how I relate to God?

· Why is it appropriate that the guilt offering be made of gold, i.e., be costly?  What lesson is there here for me?

1 Samuel 6:7-12
· Despite the evidence that it was the hand of God, why would they still consider the possibility that “it happened to us by chance?” 

· Are there times when I have wanted to dismiss God’s clear hand in my life as mere chance?

1 Samuel 6:13-21
“Divine retribution continued to overtake those who misused the ark. This time some men of Beth Shemesh ‘looked into’ the ark, a sin punishable by instant death (Nu 4:5, 20; 2Sa 6:6-7). The mourners sensed that the ark symbolized the presence of a ‘holy God’ (Lev 11:44-45), whose sanctity they could not approach. They therefore hoped he would depart from them.”

· Contrast the people’s attitude in v.13 versus v.20.   Are there ways in which I am ambivalent about God’s presence in my life--wanting His presence and blessing, but not wanting His holiness and standards?

· Reflect on the sin of the 70 men who decided to look into the ark of the Lord.

· The people of Beth Shemesh end up wanting to send away the ark of the Lord.  Their reason may have been simply that the ark caused 70 men to die.  What does this reveal about their lack of appreciation for what the men did?  

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, July 1

Prayer For Today’s DT

Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips. Let not my heart be drawn to what is evil, to take part in wicked deeds with men who are evildoers; let me not eat of their delicacies. Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; let him rebuke me—it is oil on my head. My head will not refuse it. Yet my prayer is ever against the deeds of evildoers. (Psalm 141:3-5)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 7

1 So the men of Kiriath Jearim came and took up the ark of the Lord. They took it to Abinadab’s house on the hill and consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of the Lord. 

Samuel Subdues the Philistines at Mizpah
2 It was a long time, twenty years in all, that the ark remained at Kiriath Jearim, and all the people of Israel mourned and sought after the Lord. 3 And Samuel said to the whole house of Israel, “If you are returning to the Lord with all your hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and commit yourselves to the Lord and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.” 4 So the Israelites put away their Baals and Ashtoreths, and served the Lord only. 

5 Then Samuel said, “Assemble all Israel at Mizpah and I will intercede with the Lord for you.” 6 When they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out before the Lord. On that day they fasted and there they confessed, “We have sinned against the Lord.” And Samuel was leader of Israel at Mizpah. 

7 When the Philistines heard that Israel had assembled at Mizpah, the rulers of the Philistines came up to attack them. And when the Israelites heard of it, they were afraid because of the Philistines. 8 They said to Samuel, “Do not stop crying out to the Lord our God for us, that he may rescue us from the hand of the Philistines.” 9 Then Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it up as a whole burnt offering to the Lord. He cried out to the Lord on Israel’s behalf, and the Lord answered him. 

10 While Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to engage Israel in battle. But that day the Lord thundered with loud thunder against the Philistines and threw them into such a panic that they were routed before the Israelites. 11 The men of Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, slaughtering them along the way to a point below Beth Car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far has the Lord helped us.” 13 So the Philistines were subdued and did not invade Israelite territory again. 

Throughout Samuel’s lifetime, the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines. 14 The towns from Ekron to Gath that the Philistines had captured from Israel were restored to her, and Israel delivered the neighboring territory from the power of the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites. 

15 Samuel continued as judge over Israel all the days of his life. 16 From year to year he went on a circuit from Bethel to Gilgal to Mizpah, judging Israel in all those places. 17 But he always went back to Ramah, where his home was, and there he also judged Israel. And he built an altar there to the Lord. 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 7:2-3
“The first of these characteristic phrases is the most important Old Testament expression for repentance: ‘if you are returning to the Lord.’  To ‘return’ to the Lord implies acknowledging, confessing, and forsaking sinful behavior (cf. Jer. 3:22-4:2 for the steps of repentance), making it possible to be reinstated in a right relationship with him.  It is both a turning away from one’s sins, which have caused the separation, and a turning unto Yahweh, who can forgive and restore.  This returning is intensely personal.  It is not a mechanical or physical positioning but a relational and associative allegiance…[Such] returning to Yahweh must by definition be wholehearted…. Halfhearted returning will not do.  Most such references to the ‘heart’ in the Old Testament refer to the seat of one’s intellectual commitments rather than singularly to human emotions, as we tend to use it in modern English.”

· What are some components of repentance according to this passage?

· Why is repentance impossible without getting rid of foreign gods, committing to the LORD and serving Him only?

· What are some of my idols—these things and desires that prevent me from committing myself to the Lord and “serv[ing] him only”?

1 Samuel 7:7-13
· Again, we see a biblical leader setting up a stone as a memorial for what God had done.  What are some ways in which I can memorialize what God has done in my life?

· Reflect on your own account of “Ebenezer.”  In what ways have I forgotten this fact?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, July 2

Prayer For Today’s DT

Rescue me from my enemies, O LORD, for I hide myself in you. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level ground.

(Psalm 143:9-10)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs. Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

monday, July 4

Prayer For Today’s DT

O LORD, what is man that you care for him, the son of man that you think of him? Man is like a breath; his days are like a fleeting shadow. (Psalm 144:3-4)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 8

1     When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges for Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice. 

4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 

6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will do.” 

10 Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a king. 11 He said, “This is what the king who will reign over you will do: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 12 Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his attendants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. 16 Your menservants and maidservants and the best of your cattle and donkeys he will take for his own use. 17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. 18 When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, and the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 

19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.” 

21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the Lord. 22 The Lord answered, “Listen to them and give them a king.” 

Then Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Everyone go back to his town.” 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 8:3
· Tragically, Samuel’s sons "did not walk in his ways.  They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice.”  The Bible shows no clear pattern of godly parents producing godly children (e.g., Saul/Jonathan; David/Absalom).  Thus, it might not be legitimate to assign blame to Samuel for his sons’ ungodly character.  Yet, what can be legitimately concluded about Samuel’s judgment and leadership at this juncture of his life from the fact that he “appointed his sons as judges for Israel”?

· Given the fact that the historically crucial mistake Israel makes in asking for a king was triggered by Samuel’s sons’ character, what important lesson about planning for the future as a leader emerges from this event?

1 Samuel 8:5,19-20
· The Israelites wanted a king so that they could be “like other nations.”  Reflect on the tragedy of this sentiment given the fact that their entire spiritual identity was that they were NOT like other nations, but a separated,  called-out people.

Leviticus 18:1-3 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your God. 3 You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices.  

Numbers 23:9 From the rocky peaks I see them, from the heights I view them.  I see a people who live apart and do not consider themselves one of the nations. 

Ezekiel 20:32 You say, “We want to be like the nations, like the peoples of the world, who serve wood and stone.” But what you have in mind will never happen.

· To what degree have I embraced the call to be “called out” and, therefore, different from the culture around me?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, July 5

Prayer For Today’s DT

Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. (Psalm 25:4-5)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 8

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 8:10-19
· Samuel tells the Israelites that their king, in short, will enslave them.   Even though Samuel explained what this king would do to the Israelites, they still insisted on having a king. Why?

· What are some foolish ways in which people pursue things even while knowing the serious negative consequences of such a course?  What warning does this have for me?

· How is God different from the king that Samuel described?

· What aspects of my life can I commit to entrusting to God at this time?

1 Samuel 8:7, 21-22
· What lesson about God’s response to human persistence and sinfulness can be learned from this event?  What insight about the world and how God interacts with human decisions and events does this provide?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, July 6

Prayer For Today’s DT

I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. Praise be to you, O LORD; teach me your decrees. (Psalm 119:11-12)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 9

1     There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. 2 He had a son named Saul, an impressive young man without equal among the Israelites—a head taller than any of the others. 

3 Now the donkeys belonging to Saul’s father Kish were lost, and Kish said to his son Saul, “Take one of the servants with you and go and look for the donkeys.” 4 So he passed through the hill country of Ephraim and through the area around Shalisha, but they did not find them. They went on into the district of Shaalim, but the donkeys were not there. Then he passed through the territory of Benjamin, but they did not find them. 

5 When they reached the district of Zuph, Saul said to the servant who was with him, “Come, let’s go back, or my father will stop thinking about the donkeys and start worrying about us.” 

6 But the servant replied, “Look, in this town there is a man of God; he is highly respected, and everything he says comes true. Let’s go there now. Perhaps he will tell us what way to take.” 

7 Saul said to his servant, “If we go, what can we give the man? The food in our sacks is gone. We have no gift to take to the man of God. What do we have?” 

8 The servant answered him again. “Look,” he said, “I have a quarter of a shekel of silver. I will give it to the man of God so that he will tell us what way to take.” 9 (Formerly in Israel, if a man went to inquire of God, he would say, “Come, let us go to the seer,” because the prophet of today used to be called a seer.) 

10 “Good,” Saul said to his servant. “Come, let’s go.” So they set out for the town where the man of God was. 

11 As they were going up the hill to the town, they met some girls coming out to draw water, and they asked them, “Is the seer here?” 

12 “He is,” they answered. “He’s ahead of you. Hurry now; he has just come to our town today, for the people have a sacrifice at the high place. 13 As soon as you enter the town, you will find him before he goes up to the high place to eat. The people will not begin eating until he comes, because he must bless the sacrifice; afterward, those who are invited will eat. Go up now; you should find him about this time.” 

14 They went up to the town, and as they were entering it, there was Samuel, coming toward them on his way up to the high place. 

15 Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed this to Samuel: 16 “About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. Anoint him leader over my people Israel; he will deliver my people from the hand of the Philistines. I have looked upon my people, for their cry has reached me.” 

17 When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the Lord said to him, “This is the man I spoke to you about; he will govern my people.” 

18 Saul approached Samuel in the gateway and asked, “Would you please tell me where the seer’s house is?” 

19 “I am the seer,” Samuel replied. “Go up ahead of me to the high place, for today you are to eat with me, and in the morning I will let you go and will tell you all that is in your heart. 20 As for the donkeys you lost three days ago, do not worry about them; they have been found. And to whom is all the desire of Israel turned, if not to you and all your father’s family?” 

21 Saul answered, “But am I not a Benjamite, from the smallest tribe of Israel, and is not my clan the least of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin? Why do you say such a thing to me?” 

22 Then Samuel brought Saul and his servant into the hall and seated them at the head of those who were invited—about thirty in number. 23 Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the piece of meat I gave you, the one I told you to lay aside.” 

24 So the cook took up the leg with what was on it and set it in front of Saul. Samuel said, “Here is what has been kept for you. Eat, because it was set aside for you for this occasion, from the time I said, ‘I have invited guests.’ ” And Saul dined with Samuel that day. 

25 After they came down from the high place to the town, Samuel talked with Saul on the roof of his house. 26 They rose about daybreak and Samuel called to Saul on the roof, “Get ready, and I will send you on your way.” When Saul got ready, he and Samuel went outside together. 27 As they were going down to the edge of the town, Samuel said to Saul, “Tell the servant to go on ahead of us”—and the servant did so—“but you stay here awhile, so that I may give you a message from God.” 

REFLECTION QUETIONS

1 Samuel 9:16
· Reflect on the fact that though the Israelites rejected God by asking for a king (1 Samuel 8:7), God chooses a king for them, remains responsive to their cries, and continues to work out His will (“deliver my people from …the Philistines.”) through the king.  What hope does this give me in God’s willingness and ability to work out His will in my life in spite of my many past failures, sins and mistakes?   

· Recall ways in which God has worked in this way in my life, and pray a prayer releasing past sins and failures, and affirm God’s ongoing good work and guidance over my life.

1 Samuel 9:1-17

· Reflect on the chain of events that brings Saul to Samuel. 

· What insight does this give me on the potential of small events, e.g. a brief conversation with someone, a one-time encounter with the gospel, to lead to greater things in someone else’s life?

1 Samuel 9:18-20

· Reflect on the fact that Saul starts out in this chapter on a mundane errand as a person of no standing.  Yet, due to God’s choice of him as the king, Saul has been anticipated as a special guest, treated with honor by Samuel, and given a new identity as one to whom “all the desires of Israel” has turned.  In what ways do these events parallel my personal spiritual journey, and the way God has dealt with me?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, July 7

Prayer For Today’s DT

Keep me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me through your law. (Psalm 119:29)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 10

1     Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on Saul’s head and kissed him, saying, “Has not the Lord anointed you leader over his inheritance? 2 When you leave me today, you will meet two men near Rachel’s tomb, at Zelzah on the border of Benjamin. They will say to you, ‘The donkeys you set out to look for have been found. And now your father has stopped thinking about them and is worried about you. He is asking, “What shall I do about my son?” ’ 

3 “Then you will go on from there until you reach the great tree of Tabor. Three men going up to God at Bethel will meet you there. One will be carrying three young goats, another three loaves of bread, and another a skin of wine. 4 They will greet you and offer you two loaves of bread, which you will accept from them. 

5 “After that you will go to Gibeah of God, where there is a Philistine outpost. As you approach the town, you will meet a procession of prophets coming down from the high place with lyres, tambourines, flutes and harps being played before them, and they will be prophesying. 6 The Spirit of the Lord will come upon you in power, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be changed into a different person. 7 Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you. 

8 “Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. I will surely come down to you to sacrifice burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, but you must wait seven days until I come to you and tell you what you are to do.” 

Saul Made King
9 As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saul’s heart, and all these signs were fulfilled that day. 10 When they arrived at Gibeah, a procession of prophets met him; the Spirit of God came upon him in power, and he joined in their prophesying. 11 When all those who had formerly known him saw him prophesying with the prophets, they asked each other, “What is this that has happened to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?” 

12 A man who lived there answered, “And who is their father?” So it became a saying: “Is Saul also among the prophets?” 13 After Saul stopped prophesying, he went to the high place. 

14 Now Saul’s uncle asked him and his servant, “Where have you been?” 

“Looking for the donkeys,” he said. “But when we saw they were not to be found, we went to Samuel.” 

15 Saul’s uncle said, “Tell me what Samuel said to you.” 

16 Saul replied, “He assured us that the donkeys had been found.” But he did not tell his uncle what Samuel had said about the kingship. 

17 Samuel summoned the people of Israel to the Lord at Mizpah 18 and said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I brought Israel up out of Egypt, and I delivered you from the power of Egypt and all the kingdoms that oppressed you.’ 19 But you have now rejected your God, who saves you out of all your calamities and distresses. And you have said, ‘No, set a king over us.’ So now present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and clans.” 

20 When Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, the tribe of Benjamin was chosen. 21 Then he brought forward the tribe of Benjamin, clan by clan, and Matri’s clan was chosen. Finally Saul son of Kish was chosen. But when they looked for him, he was not to be found. 22 So they inquired further of the Lord, “Has the man come here yet?” 

And the Lord said, “Yes, he has hidden himself among the baggage.” 

23 They ran and brought him out, and as he stood among the people he was a head taller than any of the others. 24 Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see the man the Lord has chosen? There is no one like him among all the people.” 

Then the people shouted, “Long live the king!” 

25 Samuel explained to the people the regulations of the kingship. He wrote them down on a scroll and deposited it before the Lord. Then Samuel dismissed the people, each to his own home. 

26 Saul also went to his home in Gibeah, accompanied by valiant men whose hearts God had touched. 27 But some troublemakers said, “How can this fellow save us?” They despised him and brought him no gifts. But Saul kept silent. 


REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 10:1-11
· What can I learn about God from the way He assures His calling of Saul?  In what ways have I experienced God’s work in my life in this kind of way?

· In what ways has v.6 become a reality in my life? Reflect on how God has “changed [me] into a different person.”

· How is v.11 a natural result of God’s work in a person’s life?

1 Samuel 10:12-24
· How does Saul demonstrate his insecurity?  Why is Saul’s insecurity inappropriate? 

· What has been my response to God’s desire to use me?

1 Samuel 10:26-27
· Upon Saul’s confirmation as king, two groups of people emerge.  On what basis does the second group reject Saul, and what does this reveal about their view of God?  What effect would they have had on others, Saul, and God’s plan to deliver Israel from the Philistines through the new king?

· Among the 2 groups of people surrounding Saul, which group can I identify with?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, July 8

Prayer For Today’s DT

Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law. (Psalm 119:18)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 11

1    Nahash the Ammonite went up and besieged Jabesh Gilead. And all the men of Jabesh said to him, “Make a treaty with us, and we will be subject to you.” 

2 But Nahash the Ammonite replied, “I will make a treaty with you only on the condition that I gouge out the right eye of every one of you and so bring disgrace on all Israel.” 

3 The elders of Jabesh said to him, “Give us seven days so we can send messengers throughout Israel; if no one comes to rescue us, we will surrender to you.” 

4 When the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and reported these terms to the people, they all wept aloud. 5 Just then Saul was returning from the fields, behind his oxen, and he asked, “What is wrong with the people? Why are they weeping?” Then they repeated to him what the men of Jabesh had said. 

6 When Saul heard their words, the Spirit of God came upon him in power, and he burned with anger. 7 He took a pair of oxen, cut them into pieces, and sent the pieces by messengers throughout Israel, proclaiming, “This is what will be done to the oxen of anyone who does not follow Saul and Samuel.” Then the terror of the Lord fell on the people, and they turned out as one man. 8 When Saul mustered them at Bezek, the men of Israel numbered three hundred thousand and the men of Judah thirty thousand. 

9 They told the messengers who had come, “Say to the men of Jabesh Gilead, ‘By the time the sun is hot tomorrow, you will be delivered.’ ” When the messengers went and reported this to the men of Jabesh, they were elated. 10 They said to the Ammonites, “Tomorrow we will surrender to you, and you can do to us whatever seems good to you.” 

11 The next day Saul separated his men into three divisions; during the last watch of the night they broke into the camp of the Ammonites and slaughtered them until the heat of the day. Those who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were left together. 

Saul Confirmed as King
12 The people then said to Samuel, “Who was it that asked, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring these men to us and we will put them to death.” 

13 But Saul said, “No one shall be put to death today, for this day the Lord has rescued Israel.” 

14 Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there reaffirm the kingship.” 15 So all the people went to Gilgal and confirmed Saul as king in the presence of the Lord. There they sacrificed fellowship offerings before the Lord, and Saul and all the Israelites held a great celebration. 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 11:1-3
“The question that plagues the minds of the elders of Jabesh Gilead is whether there is anyone to ’deliver’ (NIV ‘rescue’) them… This passage is especially reminiscent of Judges 19-21. In the earlier tragic episode, the Levite’s concubine had been killed while he was spending the night in Gibeah of Benjamin… When the tribes joined to take action against Benjamin for the crimes against the Levite’s concubine, the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead had not participated in the battles (Jud. 21:8). Reprisals were swift and severe (21:10-14). As a result, the inhabitants of the city probably have little reason now to hope that the tribes on the western side of the Jordan River will join together in order to defend them from the Ammonites.”

· Given the historical betrayal of the people of Jabesh Gilead, what is notable about them sending out messengers throughout Israel?

· Often people who let others down are reluctant to ask for help out of guilt from past failures, or some complicated mixture of shame, awkwardness, expectation of rejection, or sense of resignation.  How do I relate to people whom I have wronged in the past?

1 Samuel 11:1-7

· What can I learn from the fact that “they turned out as one man” when “the terror of the LORD fell on the people?”  

· What happens to a group’s sense of unity if members of a community begin to give into their individual fears?  In what way is proper fear of God an appropriate unifying factor for Christians?

· To what extent am I “contending as one man for the faith of the gospel” along with others in the body of Christ (cf. Phil 1:27)?

1 Samuel 11:8-15

· What can I learn about human nature from people’s reaction in v. 12?

· What can I learn from Saul’s response?

· How did God use this seemingly bad situation with Nahash the Ammonite for Saul’s good?  What does this show regarding what my attitude should be towards challenges and difficulties? 

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, July 9

Prayer For Today’s DT

Let me understand the teaching of your precepts; then I will meditate on your wonders. (Psalm 119:27)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs. Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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