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Devotion Time: 1 Samuel
                                         

August 1 – August 13, 2011



monday, august 1

Prayer For Today’s DT

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity. (Proverbs 3:1-2)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 23
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 23:1-12
Given his men’s initial response and Saul’s statement “David has imprisoned himself by entering a town with gates and bars,” what must have been the military advisability of rescuing Keilah from the Philistines?

What is remarkable about David’s concern for Keilah?

What can I learn from the fact that God asks David to go and rescue Keilah even while David is on the run?  Are there some ways in which I excuse myself from doing the work of God because I am currently in the midst of other pressing things? 

1 Samuel 23:7
How is it possible for Saul to think that God is on his side in handing David over to him?  What is at the root of this kind of self-deception?  

1 Samuel 23:12-18
David learns that the citizens of Keilah will surrender him to Saul, and finds himself once again on the run, with Saul closing in.  At this point Jonathan somehow finds David, and comes to encourage him.  Reflect on Jonathan as a faithful friend.   

What biblical definition of encouragement can I find in this text?  Why is pointing people to God the best way to encourage them? 

Who has God used to help me find strength in God?  Who are people that I need to help find strength in God?  

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, august 2

Prayer For Today’s DT

I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I have set the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. (Psalm 16:7-8)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 24


REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 24:1-15
Reflect on David’s amazing self-restraint here.  What non-negotiable principle must David have already adopted to be able to make such a quick and firm decision at a time when circumstances and the advice of his men seemed to all point in one direction?  

What spiritual and ethical non-negotiables have I adopted to guide me during pressing times when persuasive-sounding arguments and opportune circumstances can conspire to lead me astray?

What about David’s personality is revealed from the fact that, though he did not intend to harm Saul, he still “crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe?”

How does David’s refusal to lift his hand against Saul demonstrate his trust in God?

What lesson does this have for me?

1 Samuel 24:8-22
After his remorse, Saul ends up once again hunting for David. In what ways do I respond with the right words and emotions when confronted with truths about myself yet remain unchanged?

Are there ways that I am brought to misery because of my wrong perception of people around me?

PERSONAL PRAYER




Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, august 3

Prayer For Today’s DT

As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless. He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. (Psalm 18:30)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 25
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 25:1-3, 17, 25, 36

“In the wilderness of Judah, the dangers to flocks from predators and thieves were quite real, but with David’s men there, no sheep had been lost (even to David’s men). Nabal’s shepherds seem to believe that the presence and protection of David’s men is an asset.  David himself seems to believe that a genuine service had been rendered (v.21).  Certainly David’s request seems respectful rather than demanding...”

What about Nabal’s character do I need to particularly guard against?

Nabal’s folly may have been mitigated if he were not someone who “no one can talk to.”  Describe the kind of person that “no one can talk to.”  To what extent can people talk to me about my character or blind spots?

1 Samuel 25:14-19

What would have happened if the servant and Abigail failed to take any action?  What lessons can I learn from the servant and Abigail?  

1 Samuel 25:20-22

David was justifiably angry and offended, and it seemed to him that all his good conduct had been “useless.”  Reflect on his reaction, and the relevance of this particular feeling to today’s Christian trying to live a life of holiness and restraint.

What are some circumstances that tempt me to say “it has been useless?”      

1 Samuel 25:26-34

What are some key truths Abigail reminds David of?  In what ways do I need these reminders now? 

What can I learn from David's response to Abigail? 

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, august 4

Prayer For Today’s DT

For who is God besides the LORD? And who is the Rock except our God? It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect. (Psalm 18:31-32)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 26


REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 26:1-12
Picture David hatching the plan to sneak into a camp of 3,000 enemy soldiers, and then turning to the two men and saying "Who will go down into the camp with me to Saul?"  What can I tell about David’s personality and the kind of leader he must have been from this incident? 
Although Abishai’s advice to David seemed logical, what can I learn from David’s response?  What does this say regarding the importance of having an a priori stance in order for me to be able to make a strong moral decision, even against the advice of those close to me?
1 Samuel 26:17-21
What insight does the statement “I have acted like a fool and have erred greatly” provide to his short-lived repentance?

Saul seems once again genuinely touched by David’s restraint and impressed deeply with the inevitability of David’s ultimate triumph.  Yet, he seems unable to take action based on what he knows, and feels deeply.  What are some truths that I believe, and feel sincerely about, but that I am having trouble carrying out because of something I cannot surrender?  What do I need to do about this?

PERSONAL PRAYER




Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, august 5

Prayer For Today’s DT

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 27

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 27:1-12

What happened to David when he “thought to himself” and thought about the “best thing [he] can do?”  What did this decision cost him?

What is the irony of this after even his own enemy Saul blesses him (c.f. 1 Samuel 26:25 “May you be blessed, my son David; you will do great things and surely triumph.”)?

What warning do I need to heed from this story?

PERSONAL PRAYER




Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, august 6

Prayer For Today’s DT

The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. (Psalm 19:8)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text, and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER




Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

monday, august 8

Prayer For Today’s DT

Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. (Psalm 19:12-13)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 28

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 28:1-7
“Saul is faced here with a genuine crisis and deserves our sympathy.  But the portrait of Saul in this episode is not one of courage in the face of crisis.  The Saul of this story is sad and pathetic – a despairing, beaten man.  His energy is not spent facing crisis and giving leadership in what must have been a terrifying moment for all of Israel.  Instead of facing his destiny, he is still seeking ways to know and control his destiny.  In desperation, he turns to idolatrous practices.  In fear of the future, he returns to a past that cannot save him.”

What role might Saul’s murderous jealousy toward David, and his years of futile hunting of him played in Saul’s current state of exhaustion and inability to lead Israel at a time of crisis?

Review how Saul was portrayed in 1 Samuel 11:1-11 where he dealt with his first crisis and his reaction here in v. 5.  What is the proper source of courage?   

What can I learn from the fact that Saul looks for a medium to inquire of when “the LORD [does] not answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets?”  What does this reveal about his view of God?  

What can I learn about Saul from the fact that it was he who “had expelled the mediums and spiritists from the land” and yet he is now turning to one out of desperation?

Are there illegitimate things that I turn to when I am overcome with fear and God seems to be silent?

1 Samuel 28:11-19
After Samuel confronted Saul in chapter 15, Samuel and Saul never saw each other.  In fact, their relationship had gotten to the point that Samuel was afraid for his life when God told Samuel to anoint David (1 Samuel 16:2).  Saul now desperately looks for Samuel though he never sought him when Samuel was living so that he could ask him “what to do.”  What lessons are here about what I should value in my life, and the nature of true blessing? 

PERSONAL PRAYER




Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, august 9

Prayer For Today’s DT

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 29

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 29:1-11
“This chapter is a continuation of 27:1-28:2.  David had offered himself and his men in service to Achish the king of Gath and had been given Ziklag as an outpost for keeping the enemies of Gath pacified and enriching the coffers of Achish.  Although David had launched campaigns against the traditional enemies of Judah, he had fooled Achish into thinking he was raiding his own people.  In 28:1-2, David was placed in an awkward position by being called out to join Philistine forces in a campaign against Israel.  We were left in suspense while the scene shifted to Saul’s meeting with Samuel’s ghost in 28:3-25. This episode tells us how David was saved from the politically disastrous position of doing battle against Israel.”

What kind of dilemma did David’s shrewd manipulation of enemies get him into?  

How did God spare him?  What can I learn from the fact that the Philistine commanders’ distrust of him worked in David’s favor?

Reflect on how this entire distasteful chapter of David’s life began.  What lesson about trusting in God can I learn from this?

PERSONAL PRAYER




Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, august 10

Prayer For Today’s DT

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. (Psalm 20:7)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 30
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 30:1-6
Why would they think of stoning David when it was the Amalekites who carried off their families?  What can I learn about human nature from this incident? 

Have there been times when I blamed others or became irrational because I was “greatly distressed” and “bitter in spirit”?

Contrast their response to the way David handles this stressful situation.

What does it mean to find strength in God?

How can I learn to find strength in God for my life today?   

1 Samuel 30:21-25
What is the worldview of “the evil men and troublemakers among David’s followers” who did not want to share the plunder with those who were “too exhausted to cross the ravine?”

Contrast their response to David’s response in vv. 23-24.  What different view of God and themselves is behind their different responses?

Which attitude can I relate more to?

PERSONAL PRAYER




Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, august 11

Prayer For Today’s DT

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. (Psalm 23:1-3)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 31
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 31:1-3
Reflect on God’s hand in David’s life in helping him remain blameless towards Saul till the end.  What can I learn about God from the fact that God spared David from being part of this battle that is responsible for killing Saul and his sons, including Jonathan?

1 Samuel 31:1-10

“In the previous unit, God’s guidance for David was both defensive and offensive. He intervened in David’s dealings with Achish and the Philistines to prevent him from fighting against Israel, but he also intervened against the Amalekites to provide a much-needed military victory. By contrast, Saul is quickly turned over to the Philistines and decapitated after his death, and his body is left exposed to the elements. Saul failed to accept Yahweh as king, so Yahweh rejected Saul as king. Future anointed ones should be like David, not like Saul.”

After years of rejecting God as king, Saul finally comes to the tragic end of his life and the lives of his sons.  What are the crucial steps that Saul took that led to this kind of tragic end?  

What warning does Saul’s life have for me?

1 Samuel 31:11-13

“The final word of this chapter is not, however, of death and humiliation but of honor … The people of Jabesh-gilead could not forget or ignore the debt they owe Saul for his swift and valiant rescue when they were at the mercy of Nahash, the king of Ammon (chap. 11). Saul had begun his time as king with courageous and effective leadership as befits a king. For the people of Jabesh-gilead, this moment remains worthy of honor, and they act to ensure that this honor be bestowed even in death. Saul is not to have a place in Israel’s future, but the people of Jabesh-gilead ensure that Saul’s royal moments in Israel’s past will be remembered.”

What did the people of Jabesh Gilead risk because of their loyalty to Saul?  What should my loyalty and gratitude to God result in?

What can I learn from the people of Jabesh Gilead about the proper place of gratitude and honor toward people based on their pastonduct, even if their later conduct is not worthy of honor?

PERSONAL PRAYER




Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, august 12 - saturday, august 13

Prayer For Today’s DT

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters. Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false. (Psalm 24:1-4)
REFLECTION 

Write a reflection based on the contrast between David’s life and Saul’s life. 

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life. 
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