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Devotion Time: 1 Samuel
                                         

July 11 - July 16, 2011



monday, July 11

Prayer For Today’s DT

My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to your word. (Psalm 119:28)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 12
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 12:1-5
· Reflect on the statement “I have been your leader from my youth until this day” followed by the statement, "The LORD is witness against you, and also his anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything in my hand."   What would it take for me to be able to say something like this at the end of my life?  What can I learn from Samuel?

1 Samuel 12:6-18
· What emotions were at play when the Israelites sought security outside of God?  What was the crucial fact that the Israelites forgot?  

· What might be a modern day Nahash for me and what do I need to do the next time I am confronted with one?

1 Samuel 12:14-22

· What is required in order for a person who has “done all this evil” to “not turn away from the LORD, but serve the LORD with all [their] heart?”

1 Samuel 12:23
· Reflect on Samuel’s commitment to continue to pray for the people despite their repeated failures.   

· Are there people that I am “[sinning] against the LORD by failing to pray for?”

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, July 12

Prayer For Today’s DT

Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart. Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight. (Psalm 119:34-35)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 13
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 13:11-14
· What does Saul point to in order to justify his disobedience despite the clear direction that Samuel had given him in 1 Samuel 10:8?

· Are there sins in my life that I have been coming up with excuses and blaming others for?

· What was Samuel’s response to Saul’s excuses?  What is God’s response to my sin?


1 Samuel 13:4-15
· Reflect on the words “I saw,” “I thought,” and “I felt compelled.”  What was driving Saul?  Contrast Saul to the kind of person that God is seeking after.  

· Reflect on the picture of Saul “[counting] the men who were with him” after “Samuel left Gilgal.”

· What do I need to cultivate in order to not find myself in the same place as Saul?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, July 13

Prayer For Today’s DT

Your hands made me and formed me; give me understanding to learn your commands. (Psalm 119:73)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 14:1-23
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 14:1-23

· Reflect on the very bleak situation facing the Israelites before Jonathan acts, and what happened after he acted.  What might people have felt regarding God’s power and presence before Jonathan acted?  

· How is it that just two people ended up turning the situation around so radically?  

· What does this show about God, about obstacles, and about how I should interpret bleak situations?

· What do I need to learn from Jonathan?

1 Samuel 14:6-7

· How would Jonathan have felt in hearing his armor-bearer’s response? 

· What do I need to learn from the armor-bearer?

· What can I learn from this incident about how to gain courage to face challenges that come my way? 

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, July 14

Prayer For Today’s DT

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.(Psalm 119:105)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 14:24-52

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 14:24-45

· How did people suffer under Saul’s impulsiveness?  

· What lesson does this have for spiritual leaders, especially given the fact that “Saul built an altar to the LORD” and “it was the first time he had done this?”

1 Samuel 14:36-45

· What is amazing about the response of the men in v.45?

· Are there some situations where I need to exercise this kind of courage and reasoning?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, July 15

Prayer For Today’s DT

You are my refuge and my shield; I have put my hope in your word. (Psalm 119:114)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 15
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 15:1-9
“Saul is to utterly/totally destroy every man, woman, child, and beast belonging to the Amalekites [and] is used in connection with warfare for the practice of dedicating to God all of a conquered enemy and their possessions…  The practice is associated with holy war, in which the battle has sacral purpose and God is often said to fight as a warrior for Israel.”

· What aspect of Saul emerges from the fact that he “spared…everything that was good” but totally destroyed “everything that was despised and weak?”

· In what ways am I like Saul?

1 Samuel 15:10-20

· Reflect on the picture of God and Samuel grieving for Saul and the picture of Saul “[setting] up a monument in his own honor.” What contributed to this kind of blindness on Saul’s part?

· What can I learn about the danger of partial obedience from this, especially in light of Saul’s response in v.20?   

1 Samuel 15:16, 22-30

· According to v.16 and vv.22-30, what is required for genuine repentance?

· According to v.30, what might have caused Saul to miss the point of repentance?

1 Samuel 15:10, 34-35

· What is the significance of the prophet and king permanently separating?

· How do the prophet and God respond to the sin of Saul?

· What warning does this passage have for me?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


saturday, July 16

Prayer For Today’s DT

The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.

(Psalm 119:130)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week, and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text, and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

� Bruce C. Birch, “The First and Second Book of Samuel,” New Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. II (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1998) 1087.








