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Devotion Time: 1 Samuel
                                         

July 18 - July 30, 2011



Monday, July 18

Prayer For Today’s DT

May my cry come before you, O LORD; give me understanding according to your word. (Psalm 119:169)

Bible Text: Samuel 16


REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 16:1-4
· Why does God, who was himself “grieved” by Saul, chide Samuel for continuing to “mourn for Saul”?

· Is there some loss I am grieving, or some source of discouragement I am dwelling on to an inappropriate degree or self-indulgent way?

1 Samuel 16:6-7

“We often fail to see the God-potential in others (or in ourselves) because we are easily impressed by the wrong indicators.  David, who will become the ideal anointed figure, is an unassuming sort when we first meet him.  He would not have naturally attracted attention as a potential savior of his people.  He is too young, too inexperienced, and too insignificant in his family’s birth order.  But David is also a precursor to one greater than he, to the Messiah, who also bore no especially striking physical characteristics:

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,

nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

He was despised and rejected by men, 

a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.

Like one from whom men hide their faces

he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  
(Isa. 53:2b-3)”

· Reflect on the fact that “The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."  What are some external things that the world looks at to evaluate people?     

· Where is my greater focus, “outward appearance” or “the heart” when it comes to evaluating myself, and others? 

· What am I doing to cultivate a heart after God?

1 Samuel 16:11

· What assumption was behind Jesse not even bothering to call David to be present at the sacrifice for Samuel’s anointing? 

· What faulty assumptions or biases do I have when thinking about how God can work in someone’s life?  

· Reflect on a time in which God worked through a person in ways that defied my initial low expectations from this person. 

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


tuesday, July 19

Prayer For Today’s DT

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. (James 1:22)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 17
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 17:1-24
· Imagine the kind of discouragement the people must have felt, listening to Goliath’s taunts “every morning and evening” for forty days.  Who are the Goliaths in my life and what taunts do I hear from them?

· What are some fears that lead me to inaction and passivity? 

1 Samuel 17:11, 26
· Contrast Saul’s response to Goliath to Saul’s response to Nahash the Ammonite in chapter 11.   What happened to Saul?  What can I learn from this change?

· Compare Goliath’s description in vv. 4-6 with how David sees him in v. 26.  What did David ignore, and what factors did David find significant?    

· What is my response to people of the world who are impressive in their abilities or accomplishments?

1 Samuel 17:1-50

· How might a fearful Israelite soldier have answered the question: “Where is God?  Why is He not defending His name against the daily taunts of Goliath?” How did subsequent events answer this question?

· What does this show about my role in the world?
PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, July 20

Prayer For Today’s DT

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. (Matthew 24:35)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 17

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 17:27-29
· David’s brother rebukes him with a deeply offensive slur on his character and motivation.  What may have motivated such a reaction?  How do I respond to others when I am under stress, or feeling guilt or shame?

· What can I learn from David’s response to his brother?

1 Samuel 17:34-37
“The clue to David’s confidence was shown in his interpretation of those battles when applied to the one he was about to enter.  The reason David felt that the Philistine would meet the same fate at his hands as had the lion and the bear was that ‘The Lord, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.’ (v.37)  David’s great confidence did not come from his ability, or even from past experiences, but from the feeling that the battle was one in which God would be with him.”

· In what ways did David see the battle differently from Saul and the Israelites?  What enabled David to be so confident in God’s deliverance?

· Recall all the ways in which God has helped me grow in my trust in Him.  On the basis of God’s faithfulness in His past dealings with me, in what areas can I learn to trust Him more today?

1 Samuel 17:34-40
· David rejects the King’s armor and chooses his staff and sling. What lesson is there here about the role of daily faithfulness and times of crisis?

1 Samuel 17:45-47

· Meditate on David’s words to Goliath.  What are some arenas of challenge in my life about which I can say “the battle is the Lord’s” and take steps of faith?  

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, July 21

Prayer For Today’s DT

He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. (John 14:24)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 18
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 18:1-4
· On what basis would Jonathan have become “one in spirit” with David?

· Who are people in my life that I can and should become “one in spirit” with?  What concrete actions must I take to become “one in spirit” with other believers?  

1 Samuel 18:5-9

· What was the degree of Saul’s commitment to truth/reality?  

· Why is jealousy toward others a rebellion toward God?

· In what ways do I keep a jealous eye on others such that I am unable to celebrate what God has done in and/or through them?  

1 Samuel 18:1-9

· Contrast Jonathan’s response to David vs. Saul’s response to David.  What can I learn about their different responses? 

1 Samuel 18:10-29

· What does Saul do with his fears?  How does this backfire?  

· What does this teach me about the operation of fear? 

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

FRIDAY, July 22

Prayer For Today’s DT

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” (John 6:68)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 19

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 19:1-10
· Even though Saul agreed with Jonathan’s reasoning he again decides to kill David.  What does this show about the adequacy of reasoning to uproot deeper sins of the heart?  

· What factors contributed to Saul going back on his oath?  

· What drives people to take actions that defy what they know to be right and just?  

· Is there some deeply entrenched sin — jealousy, bitterness or resentment toward someone, or ongoing problems of rage, or other strongholds — that I need to deal with more aggressively than I have been?

1 Samuel 19:11-17
· First with Jonathan, and now with Michal, Saul starts to lose his own family members.  What warning does this give to me regarding what happens to a person who insists on acting out of insecurity?  

1 Samuel 19:18-24
“Finally, Saul must go himself (v.22); no one can do his dirty work for him.  Before he even reaches the place where David and Samuel are, he is also seized by the Spirit of God (v.23).  He falls into the same ecstatic frenzy as the others while apparently continuing to Naioth in Ramah.  When there, he strips off his clothes and falls on the ground before Samuel and lies naked for an entire day and night.  It is a scene of Saul’s final and total humiliation and his complete loss of authority as God’s anointed king.  Before God’s prophet, the spirit of God, which once authorized him (10:9-10), now leaves Saul naked, prostrate, humiliated, and powerless.  David then makes good his escape.”

· What can I learn from David’s decision to first go to Samuel in his time of fear and distress?

· Saul ignores God’s intervention in pursuit his personal agenda, and ends up bringing shame upon himself.  Is there some such intervention or warning from God regarding something I am pursuing?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, July 23

Prayer For Today’s DT

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

(Hebrews 4:12-13)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

monday, July 25

Prayer For Today’s DT

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 20
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 20:14-17
· What does Jonathan’s request to David in this passage reveal about what he believed about David’s future?  How would this have strengthened David at this point in his life?

· Reflect back on Jonathan’s relationship with David.  What kind of person is Jonathan relationally, and what kind of person am I relationally?  In what ways can I learn to take more initiative in my relationships and become a source of encouragement and vision for my friends?

1 Samuel 20:31-42
· Reflect once again on Jonathan’s character in light of what Saul says (accurately) in v. 31.  What must have been Jonathan’s view of God, history and himself?  How does this compare with how I view these issues?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, July 26

Prayer For Today’s DT

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 3:14-15)

Bible Text


1 Samuel 20

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 20:24-29
· Given what went on before between Saul and David, what is odd about Saul’s response to David’s absence in v.27?

· Is there some way in which I am oblivious to how I am negatively affecting others around me?

1 Samuel 20:30-34
· Though in v. 2 we get a glimpse of how close Jonathan and Saul were, Saul gets so angry at Jonathan that he tries to kill him.  What warning does Saul’s anger toward Jonathan give me regarding my response when people oppose me or refuse to cooperate with me?

· It seems that Saul’s jealousy toward David caused him to become an emotional, volatile person.  Are there some ongoing issues—e.g., anger toward someone, a grievance I have not released, an ongoing source of anxiety or shame, some crippling fear—that continue to press upon my heart? Confess these things in prayer, and pray to release these things to God, and ask for help in dealing with them.

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Wednesday, July 27

Prayer For Today’s DT

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 21
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 21:1-9
“In this first story of David as fugitive, we see two elements emerge that are characteristic of this entire section on David’s adventures as a fugitive from Saul.  First, David becomes much more proactive than he has appeared in chaps. 18-20. He is not content to react to the actions of others, but he asserts himself, often in unconventional ways.  Second, Ahimelech is the first of what will be a growing list of those who recognize David as future king.  This recognition is not always explicit, but David’s influence is seen as broadening and his support growing.”
  

· Think about how David’s life has been after he was anointed by Samuel (1 Samuel 16).  What expectations might David have had upon being anointed by Samuel, which subsequent events would have disappointed?  

· Reflect on the things that David has to do during this time when he’s on the run.  How is God shaping David during this time as Israel’s future king?  What perspective does this give me regarding times of personal difficulty and uncertainty? 

· While the situation may appear bleak, in what ways did God provide for David?  How have I experienced God’s timely provisions in the midst of difficulties?  

“In this story of David and the holy bread it is clear that David represents the future God is bringing for the sake of Israel.  The laws of holiness are intended to show honor and respect for the holiness of God, but never as an end in themselves.  When such rituals and traditions themselves stand in the way of God’s larger purposes, they must give way to the needs of God’s kingdom.”
  

Jesus referenced this story in his teaching.

Matthew 12:3-8

1 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick some heads of grain and eat them.  2 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.” 

He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions were hungry?  4 He entered the house of God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests.  5 Or haven’t you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple desecrate the day and yet are innocent?  6 I tell you that one greater than the temple is here.  7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the innocent.  8 For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.”  
· What was Jesus’ assessment of David’s action?  What did Jesus intend to demonstrate through the retelling of this story?  What can I learn about God’s perspective on ritual regulations? 

· Are there ways in which I have been overly legalistic in my Christian walk and neglected the essence of the gospel?  

1 Samuel 21:1-15
· What is unusual about David’s actions in this chapter?  What unusual circumstances cause David to take such action?  What lessons are there here for me regarding initiative and decisiveness in the midst of a situation in which I have limited information and limited time to act?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, July 28

Prayer For Today’s DT

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. (Psalm 139:23-24)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 22

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 22:1-5
“We cannot read this notice in 1 Sam 22:2 about David’s attracting to himself the outcasts of the land without remembering that Jesus, the son of David, also attracted the outcasts of his time.  There is a word about the nature of God’s kingdom as opposed to human kingdoms here.  God’s kingdom does not find its membership in the usual patterns of power and influence. It is often ‘the least of these’ who become significant, and the ‘last will become first.’ David is clear in the midst of the mundane concerns of these verses that his kingdom will be a result of what ‘God will do for me.’ It will not be of his own making.”
 

· What can I learn from the fact that it was “those who were in distress or in debt or discontented” who “gathered around” David?

· What can I learn about David’s faith in God during this uncertain time from the statements “until I learn what God will do for me” and “So David left and went?”

1 Samuel 22:20-23
“In this story, David models what is required in the face of evil. David takes responsibility for what has come to pass and moves on toward God’s future.  The violence was Saul’s, but it is David who says, ‘I am responsible.’ The priests of Nob are tragically gone, but Abiathar can be sheltered, and a different kingdom from Saul’s can be brought into being.”

· What can I learn about David from his response to Abiathar?

1 Samuel 22:6-8

“Saul’s madness seems to have taken a paranoid turn. He imagines that Jonathan’s commitment to David is a plot to ambush him, and he accuses his own men of knowing about this. This must have seemed outrageous and unwarranted to Saul’s men.  In the text, they remain speechless.”

· Reflect on the statements “you have all conspired against me,” “No one tells me,” “None of you is concerned about me or tells me.”  What is Saul failing to see in this state of self-pity, full of  victim complex?  

· Why does it make sense that Saul, who has wronged David, rejected God, and refused to adjust to reality, winds up becoming paranoid?

· What application does this have for me?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, July 29

Prayer For Today’s DT

Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. (Isaiah 55:2-3)

Bible Text: 1 Samuel 22
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1 Samuel 22:9-16
· Saul tragically rejects the very reasonable and plausible explanation of Ahimelech regarding his innocent provision for David.  What does Saul risk if he believes him?  What does he risk if he holds onto his suspicion and acts on it?  

· Why would Saul choose as he did?

· When I am faced with circumstances that cause me to suspect something, how ready am I to reject my own theory and believe the reasonable explanation of others?

· Which do I want to avoid more: believing someone who is not telling me the truth, or suspecting someone who is telling me the truth? 

1 Samuel 22:17-19

· Contrast Doeg the Edomite and the king’s officials “who were not willing to raise a hand to strike the priests of the LORD.”  What kind of person was Doeg the Edomite?   Do I see similarities in me?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


saturday, July 30

Prayer For Today’s DT

My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:1-5)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER




· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life

� Bill T. Arnold, The NIV Application Commentary: 1 & 2 Samuel, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003), 233.


� Kenneth Chafin, Mastering the Old Testament: 1, 2 Samuel, (Dallas, TX: Word Publishing, 1989), 145.


� Thomas B. Dozeman, The New Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. II, (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1998), 128.


� Thomas B. Dozeman, The New Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. II, (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press,1998), 1139.


�Thomas B. Dozeman, The New Interpreter’s Bible, Vol. II, (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press,1998), 1140-1. 


� Thomas B. Dozeman, The New Interpreter’s Bible Volume II. (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1998), 1145.


� Thomas B. Dozeman, The New Interpreter’s Bible Volume II. (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1998),  1149.


� Thomas B. Dozeman, The New Interpreter’s Bible Volume II. (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1998), 1147.





