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Devotion Time: 1 Samuel



                                      August 8 - August 13, 2011

monday, august 8

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
 誰能知道自己的錯誤呢？求你赦免我隱而未現的過失。 求你攔阻你僕人，不犯任意妄為的罪，不許它們轄制我；我才可以完全，不犯大過。（詩篇19:12-13)
Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. (Psalm 19:12-13)

BIBLE TEXT|經文


撒母耳記上28 / 1 Samuel 28
REFLECTION QUESTIONS| 思考問題
1 Samuel 28:1-7
掃羅在這裡所面臨的困境的確值得我們同情。但是掃羅在這章節裡並不是一個英勇地面對困境的領袖，反而他已經淪落為一個可憐、可悲、又絕望的人。他的精力已經不再是用來帶領以色列的人民來面對可怕的挑戰。掃羅不敢面對他的命運，而只是想盡辦法來控制他的命運。無奈之下，他轉向偶像崇拜。掃羅對未來充滿了恐懼，因而投靠無法拯救他的過去。
Saul is faced here with a genuine crisis and deserves our sympathy.  But the portrait of Saul in this episode is not one of courage in the face of crisis.  The Saul of this story is sad and pathetic – a despairing, beaten man.  His energy is not spent facing crisis and giving leadership in what must have been a terrifying moment for all of Israel.  Instead of facing his destiny, he is still seeking ways to know and control his destiny.  In desperation, he turns to idolatrous practices.  In fear of the future, he returns to a past that cannot save him.

· 掃羅對大衛的嫉妒和他多年來為了想要謀殺大衛所做的一切，如何導致了他現在的虛脫，無能以及無法領導以色列來面對考驗？
· What role might Saul’s murderous jealousy toward David, and his years of futile hunting of him played in Saul’s current state of exhaustion and inability to lead Israel at a time of crisis?

· 回顧掃羅在撒母耳記上11：1－11裡是如何面對了他的第一個考驗以及他在v.11：5的回應。勇氣真正的來源是什麼？
· Review how Saul was portrayed in 1 Samuel 11:1-11 where he dealt with his first crisis and his reaction here in v. 5.  What is the proper source of courage? 
· 掃羅去求問女巫因為“耶和華沒有藉著夢，或烏陵，或先知回答他”。我可以從這裡學習到什麼？這表示掃羅對神的看法是什麼？  

· What can I learn from the fact that Saul looks for a medium to inquire of when “the LORD [does] not answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets?”  What does this reveal about his view of God?  

· 雖然掃羅“曾經把交鬼的和行巫術的，都從國中除去了，”但是他現在卻在無奈之下投靠了一個女巫。這帶給我什麼教訓？
· What can I learn about Saul from the fact that it was he who “had expelled the mediums and spiritists from the land” and yet he is now turning to one out of desperation?

· 當我心中充滿了恐懼而神卻又好像是沈默無語之時，我是否有去投靠任何不正當的東西？
· Are there illegitimate things that I turn to when I am overcome with fear and God seems to be silent?

1 Samuel 28:11-19
· 在撒母耳記上第15章，當撒母耳棄絕掃羅之後，撒母耳與掃羅就從此沒有再見過面了。他們之間的關係惡化到當神差派撒母耳去膏立大衛時（撒母耳記上16：2），撒母耳害怕掃羅會來殺他。雖然當撒母耳在世時掃羅從來沒有去找過他，掃羅現在拼命地尋找撒母耳來請求他的指示。關於在我的生命中我應該珍惜的是什麼，以及真正的祝福的性質又是什麼，從這裡我可以得到什麼教訓？
· After Samuel confronted Saul in chapter 15, Samuel and Saul never saw each other.  In fact, their relationship had gotten to the point that Samuel was afraid for his life when God told Samuel to anoint David (1 Samuel 16:2).  Saul now desperately looks for Samuel though he never sought him when Samuel was living so that he could ask him “what to do.”  What lessons are here about what I should value in my life, and the nature of true blessing? 


PERSONAL PRAYER
| 個人禱告




· 請從今天的經文，或從你最近生活上發生的事，寫出一個承諾或認罪的禱告。
· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, august 9

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
耶和華我的磐石、我的救贖主啊！願我口中的言語、心裡的意念，都在你面前蒙悅納。（诗篇 19:14)
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)

BIBLE TEXT|經文


撒母耳記上29 / 1 Samuel 29
REFLECTION QUESTIONS| 思考問題
1 Samuel 29:1-11
這一章是27：1－28：2的延續。大衛他自己和跟隨他的人已投靠迦特王亞吉，也被賜了洗革拉來平息迦特的敵人並使亞吉更加富有。雖然大衛在亞吉之下攻擊了許多猶大的舊敵，但他卻誤導亞吉以為他在攻擊他自己的人民。在28：1－2，大衛陷入了一個進退兩難的情況，因為他被吩咐與非利士人的軍團一起去攻擊以色列。在這懸疑之中，焦點突然轉向28：3－25裡記載掃羅面會撒母耳的鬼的故事。這章節告訴我們大衛是如何從這進退兩難的情況之下被拯救的。
This chapter is a continuation of 27:1-28:2.  David had offered himself and his men in service to Achish the king of Gath and had been given Ziklag as an outpost for keeping the enemies of Gath pacified and enriching the coffers of Achish.  Although David had launched campaigns against the traditional enemies of Judah, he had fooled Achish into thinking he was raiding his own people.  In 28:1-2, David was placed in an awkward position by being called out to join Philistine forces in a campaign against Israel.  We were left in suspense while the scene shifted to Saul’s meeting with Samuel’s ghost in 28:3-25. This episode tells us how David was saved from the politically disastrous position of doing battle against Israel.

· 大衛的精明的操縱他的敵人導致他陷入了什麼樣的困境？
· What kind of dilemma did David’s shrewd manipulation of enemies get him into?  

· 神如何幫助了他？從非利士人的軍官們對大衛的不信任反而倒過來幫助了大衛，我可以得到什麼教訓？
· How did God spare him?  What can I learn from the fact that the Philistine commanders’ distrust of him worked in David’s favor?

· 請思考這整個不值得大衛驕傲的人生階段是如何開始的。從這裡我可以得到什麼關於信賴神的教訓？
· Reflect on how this entire distasteful chapter of David’s life began.  What lesson about trusting in God can I learn from this?

PERSONAL PRAYER
| 個人禱告




· 請從今天的經文，或從你最近生活上發生的事，寫出一個承諾或認罪的禱告。
· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, august 10

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
有人靠車，有人靠馬。我們卻靠耶和華我們  神的名。(詩篇 20:7)
Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. (Psalm 20:7)

BIBLE TEXT|經文


撒母耳記上30 / 1 Samuel 30
REFLECTION QUESTIONS| 思考問題
1 Samuel 30:1-6
· 雖然是亞瑪力人擄走了他們的家人，為什麼他們會想要用石頭打死大衛？從這裡我可以學到什麼關於人性的性質？
· Why would they think of stoning David when it was the Amalekites who carried off their families?  What can I learn about human nature from this incident? 
· 我是否曾因為我的“處境非常困難”和“心中苦惱”而責怪別人或無理取鬧？
· Have there been times when I blamed others or became irrational because I was “greatly distressed” and “bitter in spirit”?

· 請對比他們對這情況的回應和大衛的回應。
· Contrast their response to the way David handles this stressful situation.

· 靠著神堅強起來是什麼意思？
· What does it mean to find strength in God?

· 在我的生命中，我如何可以學習靠著神堅強起來？
· How can I learn to find strength in God for my life today?   

1 Samuel 30:21-25
· “與大衛一起去的那些人中，有些惡人和流氓”不想要與哪些“因太疲乏不能跟隨大衛去，而留在比梭溪旁”的人分享戰利品。這些“惡人和流氓”的世界觀是什麼？
· What is the worldview of “the evil men and troublemakers among David’s followers” who did not want to share the plunder with those who were “too exhausted to cross the ravine?”

· 請對比在v.23-24他們的回應和大衛的回應。他們不同的回應的背後有哪些不同的觀點－對於神和對於他們自己？
· Contrast their response to David’s response in vv. 23-24.  What different view of God and themselves is behind their different responses?

· 我的態度比較類似哪一種？
· Which attitude can I relate more to?

PERSONAL PRAYER
| 個人禱告




· 請從今天的經文，或從你最近生活上發生的事，寫出一個承諾或認罪的禱告。
· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, august 11

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
耶和華是我的牧人，我必不會缺乏。 他使我躺臥在青草地上，領我到安靜的水邊。  他使我的靈魂甦醒；為了自己的名，他引導我走義路。（詩篇 23:1-3)
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures,  he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.  He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. (Psalm 23:1-3)

BIBLE TEXT|經文


撒母耳記上31 / 1 Samuel 31
REFLECTION QUESTIONS| 思考問題
1 Samuel 31:1-3

· 請思考神在大衛的生命中是如何幫助了他，使他對掃羅一直是無可指責的。從神如何倖免了大衛來使他不需要參與這場最終殺死了掃羅和約拿單的戰爭，我對於 神？
· Reflect on God’s hand in David’s life in helping him remain blameless towards Saul till the end.  What can I learn about God from the fact that God spared David from being part of this battle that is responsible for killing Saul and his sons, including Jonathan?

1 Samuel 31:1-10

之前，神對大衛的指導是防守和進攻。祂干涉了大衛與亞吉和非利士人之間的交易來避免大衛需要面對攻擊以色列的困境，但祂同時也干預了亞瑪力人好讓大衛能夠得到這個重要的勝利。相比之下，掃羅輕易地就被非利士人擊敗。死後他的頭也被砍下來，他的屍體被釘在城牆上。因為掃羅沒有接受耶和華成為他的王，耶和華也就棄絕了掃羅作王。未來被膏立的人應該模仿大衛，而不是掃羅。
In the previous unit, God’s guidance for David was both defensive and offensive. He intervened in David’s dealings with Achish and the Philistines to prevent him from fighting against Israel, but he also intervened against the Amalekites to provide a much-needed military victory. By contrast, Saul is quickly turned over to the Philistines and decapitated after his death, and his body is left exposed to the elements. Saul failed to accept Yahweh as king, so Yahweh rejected Saul as king. Future anointed ones should be like David, not like Saul.

· 多年來拒絕神為他的王之後，掃羅的生命（以及連帶著他的兒子們）終於走到了悲慘的盡頭。掃羅在他的生命中作了哪些重要的選擇，以至於他最終面臨了這種淒滄的結局？
· After years of rejecting God as king, Saul finally comes to the tragic end of his life and the lives of his sons.  What are the crucial steps that Saul took that led to this kind of tragic end?  
· 掃羅的人生帶給我什麼警惕？
· What warning does Saul’s life have for me?

1 Samuel 31:11-13

這章的結尾最終不是死亡或羞恥，而是光榮 . . . 基列雅比的人忘不了或無法忽視他們所欠掃羅的恩，因為當他們的生命被亞捫王拿轄威脅時，掃羅英勇地拯救了他們（第11章）。勇氣和英明的領導能力表徵了掃羅的王位的開始。對基列雅比的人來說，那一刻是永久值得他們榮譽的。所以他們果斷地採取了行動來確保該賜給的榮譽沒有因為死亡而被忽略。掃羅在以色列的未來裡不會有任何影響力，但是基列雅比的人確保了掃羅的輝煌的時刻會永久存留在以色列的歷史中。
The final word of this chapter is not, however, of death and humiliation but of honor … The people of Jabesh-gilead could not forget or ignore the debt they owe Saul for his swift and valiant rescue when they were at the mercy of Nahash, the king of Ammon (chap. 11). Saul had begun his time as king with courageous and effective leadership as befits a king. For the people of Jabesh-gilead, this moment remains worthy of honor, and they act to ensure that this honor be bestowed even in death. Saul is not to have a place in Israel’s future, but the people of Jabesh-gilead ensure that Saul’s royal moments in Israel’s past will be remembered.

· 基列雅比的人因為了他們對掃羅的忠誠冒了什麼險？我對神的忠誠和感激應該有什麼結果？
· What did the people of Jabesh Gilead risk because of their loyalty to Saul?  What should my loyalty and gratitude to God result in?

· 我從基列雅比的人那裡可以學習到什麼關於我對別人過去的行為應該有的感激和榮譽，雖然他們後來的行為可能是不值得尊敬的？
· What can I learn from the people of Jabesh Gilead about the proper place of gratitude and honor toward people based on their past conduct, even if their later conduct is not worthy of honor?

PERSONAL PRAYER
| 個人禱告




· 請從今天的經文，或從你最近生活上發生的事，寫出一個承諾或認罪的禱告。
· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, august 12 - saturday, august 13

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
地和地上所充滿的，世界和住在世上的，都是屬於耶和華的。 因為他把地奠定在海上，使世界安定在眾水之上。  誰能登上耶和華的山？誰能站在他的聖所中呢？ 就是手潔心清的人，他不傾向虛妄，起誓不懷詭詐。（詩篇 24:1-4)
The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters. Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false. (Psalm 24:1-4)

REFLECTION |思考
· 請依照大衛和掃羅的生命的對比寫出一篇感想。
· Write a reflection based on the contrast between David’s life and Saul’s life
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