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Devotion Time: Colossians
                                         

September 19-October 1, 2011



monday, September 19

Prayer For Today’s DT

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity. (Proverbs 3:1-2)

Bible Text: Colossians 1

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Colossians 1:3-5

What does Paul thank God for regarding the Colossians?

How does hope in heaven increase faith and love, and how has this dynamic been at work in my life? 

Colossians 1:6

What can I learn about the nature of the gospel through this verse?

In what ways have I experienced the gospel bearing fruit and growing in and around me?

How can the fact that “all over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing” encourage me in the midst of difficult situations I may face?

Colossians 1:9-10

What is Paul’s main prayer request for the Colossians?

What is the purpose for which we should come to know God’s will?

To what extent do I seek God’s will with this kind of purpose in mind?

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, September 20

Prayer For Today’s DT

I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I have set the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. (Psalm 16:7-8)

Bible Text: Colossians 1

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Colossians 1:15-20

Reflect on the description of Christ in these verses.

What are the implications for my life if Christ is who these verses claim him to be?

Reflect on the words “so that in everything he might have the supremacy.”  To what extent have I acknowledged this as a controlling truth in my life?  In what areas of my life does Christ not have supremacy?

Colossians 1:21-23

Reflect on how much .v21 was true of my life before Christ, and is true today of people outside of Christ.  

Think about the way God reconciled me to Himself.  

Reflect on the words “to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.” What is amazing about these words, and to what extent have I fully entrusted myself to these truths?

What do I need to do to “continue in [my] faith, established and firm?”  What is it that moves me away from the hope held out in the gospel?

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, September 21

Prayer For Today’s DT

As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless. He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. (Psalm 18:30)

Bible Text: Colossians 1

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Colossians 1:11-14

What can I learn about the nature of Christian life from the fact that Paul asks for strength for the Colossians so that they may have “great endurance and patience”?

What gives me the ability to joyfully give thanks to the Father regardless of my circumstances?

Reflect on the words “who has qualified you,” “he has rescued us,” “brought us into the kingdom.”  What is the basis of my hope in Christ?  In other words, who is it that secures my salvation?

Colossians 1:24-29

What is Paul’s identity and purpose?  How was this intimately tied to the church in Colosse? 

What did Paul have to do in order to fulfill his purpose?

Reflect on vv.28-29, and on the character and attitude required of those on the receiving end of Apostle Paul’s ministry as described here.  How does this apply to me as one who must similarly be admonished, taught, and presented perfect in Christ?

Who are the people God placed in my life for whom I need to live out vv.28-29?

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


thursday, september 22

Prayer For Today’s DT

For who is God besides the LORD? And who is the Rock except our God? It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect. (Psalm 18:31-32)

Bible Text: Colossians 2

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Colossians 2:1-5

What can I learn about Apostle Paul’s heart for the church at Colosse and Laodicea from this passage?

Do I know what it takes to “struggle” for other Christians, in order that they be “encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely Christ?”  What does this struggle look like?

Are there ways that I may be trying to avoid this struggle in my life?

Colossians 2:6-7

What does it mean to “just as you received Christ as Lord, continue to live in him?”

Reflect on the words “rooted and built up in him,” “strengthened in the faith as you were taught,” “overflowing with thankfulness.”  What do each of these look like?  Assess how I am doing in each of these areas.

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, September 23

Prayer For Today’s DT

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)

Bible Text: Colossians 2

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Colossians 2:4-5, 8-15

What hollow and deceptive philosophies are out there that depend on “human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than of Christ” that challenge the sufficiency of Christ in a believer’s life?

What are some basic philosophies that undergird my thinking that has its basis in godless human traditions?  (American rugged individualism, for example.)

How can I guard against uncritically living out false philosophies and their implications?

Colossians 2:9-12

List all that we have been given to us or all that has been accomplished for us “in Christ” or “with him” according to this passage.  Reflect on this list, and write a prayer affirming these truths and thanking God for these gifts.  

Colossians 2:16-23

What mistaken understanding of piety is described in this passage?  Why is it wrong, and why would some people be drawn to it? 

Reflect on the words in vss. 18-19 describing a person who embraces such a version of piety.  In what sense can some Christians use spirituality to become puffed up, filled with idle notions, while having lost connection with Christ?

What would characterize someone whose Christian life is based on the all-sufficiency of Christ alone?

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, september 24

Prayer For Today’s DT

The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 

(Psalm 19:8)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

monday, september 26

Prayer For Today’s DT

Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. (Psalm 19:12-13)

Bible Text: Colossians 3


REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Colossians 3:1-4

What are some of the “earthly things” that fill my mind and occupy my heart?  

What would be some differences between a person who has his heart set on heavenly things versus a person whose heart is on earthly things?  How has this shift happened in my life since I became Christian?

From the exhortation to “set your heart” and “set your minds” on things above, what practical lesson can I learn about my personal responsibility and ability regarding godliness?  What concrete steps can I take to intentionally direct the focus of my mind and heart on things above, rather than being a passive responder to my thoughts and emotions?

Colossians 3:5-8

What can I learn from the fact that the command to set our hearts on things above is followed by exhortations to put to death very specific sins?

What is my attitude towards the “life [I] once lived?” 

Reflect on the words “Put to death,” “wrath of God is coming,” and  “you must rid yourselves of all such things.”  Do I share in this kind of urgency and uncompromising attitude towards sin? If not, what is my attitude towards sin?

Describe the process of putting to death what belongs to my earthly nature.  Which of the sins listed here do I need to put to death?  What concrete steps do I need to take?

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, september 27

Prayer For Today’s DT

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)

Bible Text: Colossians 3

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Colossians 3:9-17

Apostle Paul affirms that Christians “have taken off their old self with its practices and have put on the new self.”   Why, then, do some Christians still live in their old lifestyle?

Verse 10 says that the “new self” is being “renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.”  How can I be renewed daily to faithfully reflect the image of Jesus?  What aspects of God’s image do I need to foster?  

Of the virtues listed in verse 12-13, which one do I feel the greatest urgency to foster and why?  

Why is it important to put on love over all these virtues?  What would happen if I were to pursue these virtues without love?

Paul tells us to “forgive as the Lord forgave you” (v.13).  Reflect on the forgiveness that I have received.  Considering this, how prompt am I to “forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another” today?   

Reflect on the exhortation in vs. 13.  Assess the degree to which I tend to hold on to grievances.  Write out grievances I am presently or recurrently holding on to and pray a prayer of release (because there is really nothing to forgive, but just a grievance that needs to be released) or forgiveness (because there is someone who wronged me in some way). 

What do I think needs to happen in order for the peace of God to rule in my heart?  

What are some things I can do to allow the word of Christ to dwell richly in my heart?

In this short passage, Apostle Paul repeats the need to be thankful twice.  What place does gratitude have in my relationship with God?

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, september 28

Prayer For Today’s DT

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. (Psalm 20:7)

Bible Text: Colossians 3:18 – 4:4


REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Colossians 3:18-4:1

What can I learn from Apostle Paul’s specific exhortation to different groups of people in this passage? What are some ways in which I can apply these words to my relationships?

Reflect on the words “as is fitting in the LORD,” “for this pleases the LORD,” “but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the LORD,” “as working for the LORD and not men,” “will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward,”  “It is the LORD Christ you are serving.”   Think about the relationships in my life and think about specific ways to become God-centered.

How right and fair am I in relating to those who are in some subordinate position to me?

Colossians 4:2-4

What would it take for someone to “devote [themselves] to prayer, being watchful and thankful”?

What can I learn about the sort of things Apostle Paul asks the people at Colosse to pray for?

What are my prayers full of?  What priority does this reveal?

What is the role of prayer in evangelism?

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, september 29

Prayer For Today’s DT

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. (Psalm 23:1-3)

Bible Text: Colossians 4


REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Colossians 4:5-6

Think about the significance of non-Christians being identified as “outsiders.”  What does this teach about a Christian’s proper understanding of the community and people that he/she rightly belongs to?  To what extent do I have this strong sense of belonging to a group called to specially relate to the rest of the world?

Why would believers have to be “wise” toward outsiders?  In what ways do I need to be wise in my actions toward outsiders?

What does “making the most of every opportunity” mean in this context of relating with outsiders, and how have I been in this regard?  

What do I need to do in order to make sure my conversations are “full of grace” so that I may know how to answer everyone?

Colossians 4:7-15

Reflect on the following words that Paul uses to describe various people in his life – “dear brother,” “faithful minister,” “fellow servant in the LORD,” “fellow workers for the kingdom of God,” “servant of Christ Jesus,” “dear brother.”  Who are the people that God placed in my life that fit these descriptions?  Spend some time thanking God for the specific ways that each of them encourage, challenge and inspire me  as a fellow kingdom worker.

Are there some people that I need to encourage or be a comfort to?

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


Friday, september 30

Prayer For Today’s DT

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters. Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false. (Psalm 24:1-4)

Bible Text: Colossians 4 


REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Colossians 4:12-13

Reflect on the words “wrestling in prayer for you.”  Have I ever known this level of intensity in my prayer life?

Think about the sort of person Epaphras was to the churches and to Apostle Paul.  What was it about him that made Apostle Paul say “I vouch for him?”  How does this compare with what sort of person I strive to be?

Who are the people that I need to be like Epaphras to?

Colossians 4:14-18

What is significant about the fact that Demas, who deserted Apostle Paul for the world (2 Timothy 4:10), was once among the list of people that Apostle Paul counted on?

Reflect on Apostle Paul’s personal exhortation to Archippus in v.17, in light of what happened to Demas at the end.  What is the work that I have received from the LORD and what may hinder me from completing that work?  

Reflect on the importance of finishing well in life.  Are there some areas in which I am declining in perseverance?  Write out a personal prayer about living out my Christian commitments with faithfulness to the end.

Reflect on the words “remember my chains.” What effect would remembering Paul’s imprisonment have had on the Colossians?  Who are the people and what are the chains I need to remember in living my Christian life?   

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, October 1

Prayer For Today’s DT

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.(Psalm 130:5-6)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.


Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER





Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

