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Devotion Time: Prayers



                       October 3 - October 8, 2011

monday, October 3

Introduction

For the next few weeks we will reflect over the various prayers in the Bible.  As we focus on the prayers of the characters in the Bible, a big part of each day’s devotions will involve praying alongside of them by writing out our personal prayers based on their prayers.  So the number of questions has been reduced so that we can give adequate time for this.  We hope, through this, to grow in our prayers. 

Prayer For Today’s DT

Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. (Psalm 19:12-13)
Bible Text


Abraham’s Prayer  

Genesis 18:16–33 

16 When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham walked along with them to see them on their way. 17 Then the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do? 18 Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him. 19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.” 

20 Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.” 

22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 

26 The LORD said, “If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 

27 Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city because of five people?” 

“If I find forty-five there,” he said, “I will not destroy it.” 

29 Once again he spoke to him, “What if only forty are found there?” 

He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do it.” 

30 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?” 

He answered, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 

31 Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?” 

He said, “For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” 

32 Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be found there?” 

He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 

33 When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home.). 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Genesis 18:17-19

“This question which apparently the Lord was addressing to Himself is of great interest to us as it was undoubtedly to Abraham. It deals with the whole question of whether God has a strategy and if He will share it with His people and in fact involve them in its outworking… The answer to the question was, and still is, ‘Yes.’ God still speaks to His people about the concerns of His heart, tells them what He proposes to do, and enrolls them in the corps which will be instrumental in bringing His purposes to pass.”

· What is the relationship between God’s revelation of his will, the covenant duties of Abraham, and the blessings God wants to give to and through him?

· How is this paralleled in the life of today’s believers?

· What has been, or should be, my response to God revealing his will to me through his word? 

Genesis 18:23-33

“Abraham proceeds to raise very specific questions regarding God’s preliminary decision.  He is blunt, persistent, and nontraditional.   … Abraham understands his relationship with God to be such that direct questions are not only in order but welcome (cf. Exod 32:11-14).  Indeed ,God exhibits no disapproval.”
 

· What do Abraham’s repeated questions, his boldness, his appeal to God’s character, and his overall persistence show about the biblical portrait of a healthy relationship with God, and a healthy relationship with authority figures in general?

· What can I learn about prayer from the example of Abraham’s dialogue with God?




Personal Prayer
Write out a personal prayer based on Abraham’s dialogue with God.  i.e., some prayer in which you are appealing to God’s character, drawing confidence from what you know to be true of God.  Or, write a prayer interceding for someone, or a group for whom you feel a burden. 

tuesday, October 4

Prayer For Today’s DT

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)
Bible Text


Exodus 32:9–14

9 “I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 

11 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “O LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’ ” 14 Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Exodus 32:9-14

· Reflect on Moses' intercession for the people.  What are some of the themes in this prayer?

· To what extent have I taken on the role of an intercessor for those around me who do not know the Lord?

· Reflect on the words "Now leave me alone so that" (v.10) and "Then the Lord relented" (v.14).  What is revealed here about God's heart, and God's relationship with Moses?
Personal Prayer
Write out a prayer of intercession for those who do not know the Lord and then pray that prayer.

wednesday, October 5

Prayer For Today’s DT

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. (Psalm 20:7)
Bible Text


Moses' Prayer of Despondency

Numbers 11:4–17  

4 The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!” 

7 The manna was like coriander seed and looked like resin. 8 The people went around gathering it, and then ground it in a handmill or crushed it in a mortar. They cooked it in a pot or made it into cakes. And it tasted like something made with olive oil. 9 When the dew settled on the camp at night, the manna also came down. 

10 Moses heard the people of every family wailing, each at the entrance to his tent. The LORD became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled. 11 He asked the LORD, “Why have you brought this trouble on your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these people on me? 12 Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me to carry them in my arms, as a nurse carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their forefathers? 13 Where can I get meat for all these people? They keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14 I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. 15 If this is how you are going to treat me, put me to death right now—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not let me face my own ruin.” 

16 The LORD said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders and officials among the people. Have them come to the Tent of Meeting, that they may stand there with you. 17 I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit that is on you and put the Spirit on them. They will help you carry the burden of the people so that you will not have to carry it alone.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· What can I learn about Moses’ relationship with the Israelites from this incident? 

· What can I learn from Moses’ prayer?

· What can I learn about God from the way God responds to Moses’ prayer?

Personal Prayer
Write a prayer expressing some frustration that you may be experiencing as you are trying to serve God.
thursday, October 6

Prayer For Today’s DT

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures,  he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.  He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. (Psalm 23:1-3)
Bible Text


David: A Prayer Acknowledging Personal Sin 
Psalm 32 

1      Blessed is he 

         whose transgressions are forgiven, 

         whose sins are covered. 

2      Blessed is the man 

         whose sin the LORD does not count against him 

         and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
3      When I kept silent, my bones wasted away 

         through my groaning all day long. 

4      For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 

         my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.     

5      Then I acknowledged my sin to you 

         and did not cover up my iniquity. 

       I said, “I will confess 

         my transgressions to the LORD”— 

         and you forgave the guilt of my sin.     
6      Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you 

         while you may be found; 

         surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him. 

7      You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble 

         and surround me with songs of deliverance.      

8      I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 

         I will counsel you and watch over you. 
9      Do not be like the horse or the mule, 

         which have no understanding 

         but must be controlled by bit and bridle 

         or they will not come to you. 

10      Many are the woes of the wicked, 

         but the LORD’s unfailing love 

         surrounds the man who trusts in him. 

11      Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; 

         sing, all you who are upright in heart!)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· In what ways have I experienced the results of keeping silent as described in these verses?

· Am I keeping silent about some area of sin in my life?
Personal Prayer

Write a prayer of confession & thanksgiving following this psalm, borrowing David’s words:

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.

Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
When I kept silent…

Then I acknowledged my sin….
Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you maybe found; surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.
You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance.

friday, October 7
Prayer For Today’s DT

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters. Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false. (Psalm 24:1-4)

Bible Text


Psalm 51

For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba. 

1      Have mercy on me, O God, 

         according to your unfailing love; 

         according to your great compassion 

         blot out my transgressions. 

2      Wash away all my iniquity 

         and cleanse me from my sin. 

3      For I know my transgressions, 

         and my sin is always before me. 

4      Against you, you only, have I sinned 

         and done what is evil in your sight, 

         so that you are proved right when you speak 

         and justified when you judge. 

5      Surely I was sinful at birth, 

         sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

6      Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; 

         you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 

7      Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

         wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

8      Let me hear joy and gladness; 

         let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

9      Hide your face from my sins 

         and blot out all my iniquity. 

10     Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

         and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

11     Do not cast me from your presence 

         or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

12     Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

         and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

13      Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

         
and sinners will turn back to you. 

14      Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, 

         
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 

15      O Lord, open my lips, 

         and my mouth will declare your praise. 

16      You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

         you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

17      The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

         a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

18      In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; 

         build up the walls of Jerusalem. 

19      Then there will be righteous sacrifices, 

         whole burnt offerings to delight you; 

         then bulls will be offered on your altar.). 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· What characteristics of God give David the confidence to appeal to Him for mercy?

· How does my sense of the centrality of my sinfulness compare with the psalmist’s?  What might account for the difference?

Personal Prayer
Write a prayer of confession acknowledging your sinfulness and your desire for cleansing following this psalm starting your prayer with vv.1-3 and ending with vv.10-12.



saturday, October 8
Prayer For Today’s DT

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.(Psalm 130:5-6)
Bible Text


David: A Prayer Answered 

Psalm 40

1      I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. 
2      He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; 

         he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. 
3      He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. 

         Many will see and fear and put their trust in the LORD. 

4      Blessed is the man 

         who makes the LORD his trust, 

         who does not look to the proud, 

         to those who turn aside to false gods.
5      Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have done. 

       The things you planned for us no one can recount to you; 

         were I to speak and tell of them, they would be too many to declare. 
6      Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 

         but my ears you have pierced, ; 

         burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not require. 
7      Then I said, “Here I am, I have come— 

         it is written about me in the scroll.

8      I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.” 

 9      I proclaim righteousness in the great assembly; 

         I do not seal my lips, as you know, O LORD. 
10      I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; 

         I speak of your faithfulness and salvation. 

         I do not conceal your love and your truth from the great assembly. 

11      Do not withhold your mercy from me, O LORD; 

        
may your love and your truth always protect me. 
12      For troubles without number surround me; 

        
 my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see. 

         They are more than the hairs of my head, 

         
and my heart fails within me. 

13      Be pleased, O LORD, to save me; 

         
O LORD, come quickly to help me. 
14      May all who seek to take my life be put to shame and confusion; 

         
may all who desire my ruin be turned back in disgrace. 
15      May those who say to me, “Aha! Aha!” 

         
be appalled at their own shame. 
16      But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 

         may those who love your salvation always say, 

 “The LORD be exalted!” 

17      Yet I am poor and needy; may the Lord think of me. 

         You are my help and my deliverer; O my God, do not delay. 
Personal Prayer
Write a prayer of thanksgiving for your salvation, for how God has delivered you and then write a prayer asking God to deliver you from the sins that are so ever present in your life.  
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