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Devotion Time: Prayers
                                        
                         
October 3 - October 8, 2011

monday, October 3

Introduction

For the next few weeks we will reflect over the various prayers in the Bible.  As we focus on the prayers of the characters in the Bible, a big part of each day’s devotions will involve praying alongside of them by writing out our personal prayers based on their prayers.  So the number of questions has been reduced so that we can give adequate time for this.  We hope, through this, to grow in our prayers. 

Prayer For Today’s DT

Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. (Psalm 19:12-13)

Bible Text: Genesis 18:16–33 

Abraham’s Prayer  

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Genesis 18:17-19

“This question which apparently the Lord was addressing to Himself is of great interest to us as it was undoubtedly to Abraham. It deals with the whole question of whether God has a strategy and if He will share it with His people and in fact involve them in its outworking… The answer to the question was, and still is, ‘Yes.’ God still speaks to His people about the concerns of His heart, tells them what He proposes to do, and enrolls them in the corps which will be instrumental in bringing His purposes to pass.”

· What is the relationship between God’s revelation of his will, the covenant duties of Abraham, and the blessings God wants to give to and through him?

· How is this paralleled in the life of today’s believers?

· What has been, or should be, my response to God revealing his will to me through his word? 

Genesis 18:23-33

“Abraham proceeds to raise very specific questions regarding God’s preliminary decision.  He is blunt, persistent, and nontraditional.   … Abraham understands his relationship with God to be such that direct questions are not only in order but welcome (cf. Exod 32:11-14).  Indeed ,God exhibits no disapproval.”
 

· What do Abraham’s repeated questions, his boldness, his appeal to God’s character, and his overall persistence show about the biblical portrait of a healthy relationship with God, and a healthy relationship with authority figures in general?

Personal Prayer
What can I learn about prayer from the example of Abraham’s dialogue with God?Write out a personal prayer based on Abraham’s dialogue with God.  i.e., some prayer in which you are appealing to God’s character, drawing confidence from what you know to be true of God.  Or, write a prayer interceding for someone, or a group for whom you feel a burden. 


tuesday, October 4

Prayer For Today’s DT

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)

Bible Text: Exodus 32:9–14

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Exodus 32:9-14

· Reflect on Moses' intercession for the people.  What are some of the themes in this prayer?

· To what extent have I taken on the role of an intercessor for those around me who do not know the Lord?

· Reflect on the words "Now leave me alone so that" (v.10) and "Then the Lord relented" (v.14).  What is revealed here about God's heart, and God's relationship with Moses?
Personal Prayer
Write out a prayer of intercession for those who do not know the Lord and then pray that prayer.

wednesday, October 5

Prayer For Today’s DT

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. (Psalm 20:7)

Bible Text: Numbers 11:4–17  
Moses' Prayer of Despondency

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· What can I learn about Moses’ relationship with the Israelites from this incident? 

· What can I learn from Moses’ prayer?

· What can I learn about God from the way God responds to Moses’ prayer?

Personal Prayer
Write a prayer expressing some frustration that you may be experiencing as you are trying to serve God.

thursday, October 6

Prayer For Today’s DT

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures,  he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.  He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. (Psalm 23:1-3)Bible Text

Bible Text: Psalm 32 
David: A Prayer Acknowledging Personal Sin 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· In what ways have I experienced the results of keeping silent as described in these verses?

· Am I keeping silent about some area of sin in my life?


Personal Prayer
Write a prayer of confession & thanksgiving following this psalm, borrowing David’s words:

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, 

whose sins are covered.

Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count 
against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
When I kept silent…

Then I acknowledged my sin….
Therefore let everyone who is godly

 pray to you while you maybe found; 
surely when the mighty waters rise, 

they will not reach him.
You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble 
and surround me with songs of deliverance.

friday, October 7

Prayer For Today’s DT

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters. Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false. (Psalm 24:1-4)

Bible Text: Psalm 51

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· What characteristics of God give David the confidence to appeal to Him for mercy?

· How does my sense of the centrality of my sinfulness compare with the psalmist’s?  What might account for the difference?

Personal Prayer
Write a prayer of confession acknowledging your sinfulness and your desire for cleansing following this psalm starting your prayer with vv.1-3 and ending with vv.10-12.

saturday, October 8

Prayer For Today’s DT

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.(Psalm 130:5-6)

Bible Text: Psalm 40

David: A Prayer Answered 

Personal Prayer
Write a prayer of thanksgiving for your salvation, for how God has delivered you and then write a prayer asking God to deliver you from the sins that are so ever present in your life.  
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