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Devotion Time: Sermon on the Mount
                                        
                       October 24 – November 5, 2011

monday, October 24

Prayer For Today’s DT

Rescue me from my enemies, O LORD, for I hide myself in you. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level ground.

(Psalm 143:9-10)

Bible Text:  Matthew 5:1-12

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Read Matthew 5:1-10 and fill out the following chart.

	Beatitudes- 
Blessed are the….
	Clashing worldly value

	poor in spirit
	pride and personal independence

	
	


Matthew 5:1-12

“More than simply a formal literary introduction, the Beatitudes summarize the essence of the sermon’s message, giving in a nutshell the way in which the kingdom makes its impact on the lives of those who respond to it. … Thus the Beatitudes outline an upside-down reality, or — more precisely — they define reality in such a way that the usual order of things is seen to be upside down in the eyes of God.”

· List the characteristics of a blessed person.  Notice the progression in the qualities of a blessed person.  

· Why would being a Christian lead to possessing these characteristics in an increasing measure?  How is this true of my life?

· Which of these qualities am I most sorely missing?

· How does Jesus’ picture of a “blessed” life compare with what the world considers a blessed life?  

· In what ways have I personally experienced or witnessed the paradoxical truths in this passage regarding what is a blessed life?
Personal Prayer
Write a prayer in response to today’s passage. 

tuesday, October 25

Prayer For Today’s DT

O LORD, what is man that you care for him, the son of man that you think of him? Man is like a breath; his days are like a fleeting shadow. (Psalm 144:3-4)

Bible Text:  Matthew 5:13-20

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Matthew 5:13-16

· What are the common characteristics of salt and light and their effect on their surroundings?

· What is the significance of Jesus’ declarations, “You are the salt of the earth” and “You are the light of the world?”  In what ways have I embraced this identity for myself? 
· What are the good deeds in my life and in the life of other Christians that has led to people “praising [our] Father in heaven?”

· In what specific ways is God calling me to “let [my] light shine before men?”
Matthew 5:17-20


· According to v.19, what two types of teachers are there?
· What value does this passage place on obedience? 
· Why is it appropriate that this passage follows the call to be “the salt of the earth” and the “light of the world?”
Personal Prayer
Write a prayer in response to today’s passage. 
wednesday, October 26

Prayer For Today’s DT

Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. (Psalm 25:4-5)

BIBLE TEXT: matthew 5:21-30

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Matthew 5:21-24

· Notice the severity of Jesus’ words against someone who expresses anger, or verbally mistreats a brother.  How painfully have I been aware of the seriousness with which Jesus regards such abuse?
· Notice that v. 23 refers to a situation in which the offending party is aware that a brother has something against him.  What is wrong with the picture of a man offering a gift on the altar while knowing that he has offended a brother?
· Are there these kinds of contradictions in my life?
Matthew 5:27-30

· What is God’s view towards the sins of the heart?
· What is my attitude towards external sins vs. internal sins?
Personal Prayer
Write a prayer in response to today’s passage.
thursday, October 27

Prayer For Today’s DT

 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. Praise be to you, O LORD; teach me your decrees. (Psalm 119:11-12)

BIBLE TEXT:  Matthew 5:31-37

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Matthew 5:31-32

“Jesus goes back to the original intention both for God’s institution of marriage and for the Mosaic regulation.  God intended marriage to be a permanent union of a man and woman into one (Gen. 2:24).  God ‘hates’ divorce, because it tears apart what should be considered a permanent union…However, as did Moses, Jesus allows for an exception.  Even though God sees marriage as permanent, sometimes the marriage bond has been violated to such a degree that a spouse has already torn apart the marriage union…Jesus states unequivocally the sacredness of the marital relationship but allows divorce to protect the nonoffending partner and to protect the institution of marriage from being a vulgar sham”

· How does Jesus’ view of marriage contrast with today’s view of marriage?  Are there ways in which I have adopted worldly attitudes toward the sanctity of marriage?  

Matthew 5:33-37

“Jesus understands the duplicity of the human heart, for people sometimes invoked an oath in order to conceal an attempt to deceive. By contrast, Jesus’ disciples should be people of such integrity of character and truthfulness of heart that whatever they say is absolutely believable and dependable. A person of integrity is one who in daily conversation is so truthful, dependable, genuine, guileless, and reliable that his or her words are believed without an oath. In other words, a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ should be enough for a trustworthy person (cf. 2 Cor. 1:15 – 24), a saying of Jesus that James passes on (James 5:12).”

· What can you say about a person’s character if he needs to swear to guarantee the truth of what he is saying?
· What are the characteristics of a person who cannot simply let their “Yes” be “Yes” and their “No,” “No”? 
· What makes it difficult to simply let my “Yes” be “Yes” and “No,” “No”?
· How reliable are my words?

Personal Prayer
Write a prayer in response to today’s passage. 

friday, October 28

Prayer For Today’s DT

Keep me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me through your law. (Psalm 119:29)

Bible Text:  Matthew 5:38-48

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Matthew 5:38-42

· What surprising or bold initiative does Jesus exhort his followers to exercise in these examples?

· What view of myself, others, of evil, and of God would be required for me to be able to live out these exhortations?

· Are there situations in my life that I need to apply this teaching to?

Matthew 5:43-48

“But we may also see something of a goal and a promise in the future indicative. A present imperative, ‘keep being perfect’ or ‘be continually perfect,’ would place an impossible demand on Jesus’ disciples. Instead, the future tense holds out an emphatic goal that is to shape the disciples’ entire life — they are to set nothing less than the perfection of God as the ultimate objective of their behavior, thoughts, and will. Furthermore, the future tense also implies a promise, because the Father is not only the divine goal but also the divine enabler. Jesus puts his command in such a way that disciples may look for divine help as they press toward God’s goal for them.” 

· What aspect of God is highlighted in this passage before describing him as “perfect?”

· Can anyone be found righteous according to this passage?  How can anyone “be perfect” as God is perfect (cf. Gal 5:14, Gal 6:2)?

· What does this passage say regarding God’s holy standards regardless of our inability to meet them?

Personal Prayer
Write a prayer in response to today’s passage. 
 
saturday, october 29

Prayer For Today’s DT

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. (Psalm 119:105)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week, and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text, and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

Personal Prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


monday, October 31

Prayer For Today’s DT

Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law. (Psalm 119:18)

Bible Text:  Matthew 6:1-13

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Matthew 6:1-4

· Describe the attitude of someone who does not “let your left hand know what your right is doing.”   Compare this attitude to mine when I engage in “acts of righteousness.”  To what extent do I suffer from a desire to draw attention to myself and seek human recognition?

· In what ways can I grow in my awareness of the gaze of God, the “Father, who sees what is done in secret?” 

Matthew 6:5-8

· Why is it absurd to pray “on the street corners to be seen by men?”  Are there these kinds of contradictions in my own spiritual life?

Matthew 6:5-13

· What is implied in praying for God’s holiness and His kingdom before other prayer topics?

· What does Jesus’ instruction to pray for “[God’s] will [to] be done on earth as it is in heaven” imply about what is happening on the earth?

· What can I learn from this about my role in advancing God’s will?  

Personal Prayer
Write a prayer in response to today’s passage.
tuesday, november 1
Prayer For Today’s DT

Let me understand the teaching of your precepts; then I will meditate on your wonders. (Psalm 119:27)

BIBLE TEXT:  Matthew 6:19-34


REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Matthew 6:19-24

· What lessons can I learn regarding the power of the eyes (i.e., what I see / focus on)?  

· What have my “eyes” been full of?  

· What has that done to my heart?

· Why would it be impossible to serve both God and money?  

Matthew 6:25-34

· What is the relationship between worries and storing up treasures in heaven?

· What is the significance of the repeated mention of our “heavenly Father” in this passage?

· Based on this passage, am I living for earthly reward or heavenly reward?  How is this evident in the way I spend my money and what I worry about?

Personal Prayer
Write a prayer in response to today’s passage.
wednesday, november 2

Prayer For Today’s DT

 My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to your word. (Psalm 119:28)

BIBLE TEXT:  Matthew 7:1-12

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Matthew 7:1-5

 “When the disciple removes the plank of self-righteousness, she is then able to see with eyes of humility the speck that other brothers and sisters may have.  A mark of the discipleship community is the responsibility that disciples have to help each other remove the ‘speck’ of sin from each other’s lives, but it must come from a humble and self-examined life that has removed the plank of self-righteous judgment.  Then restoration can occur with the right attitude: ‘after self-criticism takes place, relationships are based on redemptive empathy rather than condemning detachment.’”

· Do I judge myself “in the same way [I] judge others?”
· What is the “speck of sawdust” that I am quick to point out in other people?  
· Are there “planks” I have not paid attention to in myself?   
Matthew 7:6

“Our Christian witness and evangelistic preaching are not to be entirely indiscriminate, therefore.  If people have had plenty of opportunity to hear the truth but do not respond to it, if they stubbornly turn their backs on Christ, if (in other words) they cast themselves in the role of ‘dogs’ and ‘pigs’, we are not to go on and on with them, for then we cheapen God’s gospel by letting them trample it under foot.”

· What sacred things does our society devalue and trample upon on a regular basis?

· In what ways am I involved in this?

Matthew 7:7-12

“This little section concludes the long string of imperatives that constitute the core of the Sermon on the Mount from 5:21 to 7:6.  We have been asked to forgo anger and retaliation, to love our enemies and forgive those who have injured us, and to control our criticism of others.  How can we fulfill all these demands and manifest the higher righteousness of the kingdom?  These verses remind us that for us this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.  That is, only by persistently asking, seeking and knocking at heaven’s door through prayer will we find grace to obey these impossible demands.  Solely through tenacious dependence on God’s graciousness can we deal graciously with those who provoke a negative reaction in us.” 

· What is the significance of the placement of Jesus’ exhortation to “ask,” “seek” and “knock” toward the end of the Sermon on the Mount? 

· What are the good gifts that my Heavenly Father wants to give that I should be asking for according to the Sermon on the Mount?

· Note that Jesus’ rendition of the “Golden Rule” is unique in that it is stated positively, not negatively (i.e., the general ethical teachings of many cultures emphasize that you not do to others what you don’t want them to do to you.)  What difference would there be in following the positive rather than the negative version?
Personal Prayer
Write a prayer in response to today’s passage.
thursday, november 3

Prayer For Today’s DT

Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and obey it with all my heart. Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight. (Psalm 119:34-35)

BIBLE TEXT: matthew 7:13-29

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Matthew 7:15-20

· What are some ways that people deny the simple truth that a bad fruit means a bad tree?

· What has been my attitude towards obedience and fruit bearing?

· Who are the “false prophets” of today that people follow? In what ways do they “come … in sheep’s clothing” and yet are like “ferocious wolves?”  

Matthew 7:21-23

· What would cause these people to say to Jesus, “Lord, Lord” but not do the “will of [the] Father who is in heaven?”

· According to v.23, what defines an evildoer?  How does this challenge my notion of good deeds?
Matthew 7:24-27

· What would motivate the foolish builder to build his house on sand?

· In what ways can I relate to the foolish builder?

· What is the rain and wind that will expose people’s foundation?  

· What would be revealed as my foundation when the rain and wind come in my life?

· What can I do to solidify my foundation?

Personal Prayer
Write a prayer in response to today’s passage.
Friday, november 4

Prayer For Today’s DT

Your hands made me and formed me; give me understanding to learn your commands. (Psalm 119:73)

Bible Text: matthew 5-7

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· Read Matthew 5-7, keeping in mind TWO REALITIES (earthly vs. heavenly) - the Seen and the Unseen, external behavior and internal reality.  Write those sentences or phrases that apply in the columns below.

· Which reality am I living for?  What has been the consequence of this? 

· What warning does column one have for me and what qualities do I need to cultivate in light of these warnings?
	Earthly Reality / 

External Behavior
	Heavenly Reality /

Internal Reality

	Example

· “before men, to be seen by them” (6:1)

	· “your Father in heaven” (6:1)




Personal Prayer
Write a prayer in response to today’s passage.

saturday, NOVEMBER 5

Prayer For Today’s DT

You are my refuge and my shield; I have put my hope in your word. 

(Psalm 119:114)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week, and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text, and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

Personal Prayer
Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.
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