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Devotion Time: Thanksgiving – Week 1


               November 7 – November 12, 201

monday, NOVEMBER 7 

Prayer For Today’s DT

So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your heart as you did in the rebellion” (Hebrews 3:7-8)

Bible Text:  EXODUS 1-2:10 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· What dangers did baby Moses face from the time of his birth all the way to the point when he was in that basket floating on the Nile River?

· What dangers did you face over the years from the time you were born; i.e., what are all the things that could have gone wrong in your life?
· What was that basket for you during the different stages of your life that God used to protect you?

PERSONAL PRAYER

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for all the ways that God protected you over the years.

tuesday, november 8 

Prayer For Today’s DT

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. (John 6:68)
Bible Text:  exodus 1-2:10 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· Reflect on the following participants in Moses’ story of redemption: 

· Shiphrah and Puah
· Moses’ mom
· Moses’ sister
· Pharaoh’s daughter
· What costs were they willing to bear?  

· What did each person have to do? 

· What lesson is there in this text about fearing God, love and compassion?

· Who are the people God used to “rescue” you and what did it take?

PERSONAL PRAYER

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for all the people that God used to bring you to salvation and for what they did and the costs that they had to pay.

wednesday, november 9 

Prayer For Today’s DT

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. (Hebrews 4:12-13)

BIBLE TEXT: exodus 2:11-3:11 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· What would have been the state of Moses’ heart at the following points of his life?

· When he killed the Egyptian to protect a fellow Israelite.

· Fleeing from Pharoah to go live in the land of Midian

· Time of his son’s birth.

· In the days before his encounter with God at the burning bush.
· What kind of person was Moses when he was leaving Egypt?
· What was God doing with him during the 40 years in the desert?
· What are some shameful or disappointing situations in your life that God used shape you?
· What can you learn from Moses’ response to the burning bush, which is, “I will go over and see this strange sight?”  What are those “strange sights” that you experienced that led you to God?

PERSONAL PRAYER

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for the shameful or disappointing things of the past that God used to prepare you for God’s calling for you life.   

Write a prayer of thanksgiving going back to that time when you first encountered God.
thursday, november 10 

Prayer For Today’s DT

16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

BIBLE TEXT:  exodus 3 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Exodus 3:7-14

· Reflect on the words, “I have indeed seen,” “I have heard,” “I have come down to rescue.”  Are there some situations you are facing for which you need to find strength through these words?
· What is your response to the fact that God chooses to use people to respond to the sufferings of this world?
· Are there some situations in your life where you are saying, “Who am I, that I should go?”
· What can you learn from the fact that God’s response to Moses’ reluctance is, “I will be with you” and “I am who I am?”
PERSONAL PRAYER

Write a prayer of thanksgiving trusting in God’s compassion over some situation in your life about which you sometimes feel hopeless.  

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s invitation to join Him in his work of rescuing people.

friday, november 11 

Prayer For Today’s DT

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 3:14-15)
Bible Text:  exodus 4 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Exodus 4:1-5

“The first sign is turning Moses’ shepherd staff into a snake.  Naturally Moses, being a shepherd, would have a staff in his hand.  God uses the ordinary to do the extraordinary.  God could have performed some mind-boggling trick (make the sun stand still, and earth-quake, a violent storm) to remove any doubt from Moses’ mind that God is with him.  Instead he asks, ‘What’s in your hand? …’”

· Reflect on the words, “What is that in your hand?”  If God asks you this question, how would you answer?
· Given Moses’ past experience with his attempt at delivering the Israelites, why does it make sense that he would be particularly concerned about whether they would believe that God had indeed sent him?
· Are there past failures or disappointments that continue to haunt you today?

Exodus 4:14-17

“[Moses’] earlier objections have been legitimate, and God met these objections head on, one by one.  This last objection, however, is not based on some legitimate circumstance; Moses just doesn’t want to do it.  This is not a complaint God can address.  Moses is not giving him a point that can be debated.  He is simply putting his foot down and saying “no.”  Hence, the Lord becomes angry with him for the first time.  Yahweh not only becomes angry, but he also seems to give in to Moses’ stubbornness.”

· What can you learn about God’s heart through his patient answering of Moses’ many objections, and his final concession to Moses by providing Aaron? 
· How has God dealt with you with the same kind of grace and kindness despite your stubbornness? 
PERSONAL PRAYER

Thank God for how he has used your ordinary self, and ordinary things, to do his loving, saving work.

Write a prayer of thanksgiving to God for how He has dealt with you with grace and kindness despite your reluctance and stubbornness.  
saturday, november 12 

Prayer For Today’s DT

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. (James 1:22)
reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  
� “Exodus,” The NIV Application Commentary. (Zondervan, 2000) 109.  


�  “Exodus,”  The NIV Application Commentary.  (Zondervan, 2000) 112.  





