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Devotion Time: Thanksgiving – Week 2


                  November 14 – November 19, 2011


monday, NOVEMBER 14
Prayer For Today’s DT

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. (Matthew 24:35)
Bible Text:  exodus 12:1-28
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Exodus 12:3-7

· What is the significance of the requirement for the kind of animal that was to be sacrificed?  
· What would have been the principle that was instilled into the nation of Israel as they commemorated the Passover annually?
· What is the significance of passing down this ceremony to the next generation?  

· Do I live with this sense of history of what God has done in my life and in the previous generation?  What would living with a sense of history bring about in my life?

Personal Prayer

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for Jesus, the Lamb of God, who died on the Passover to forgive me of my sins.

tuesday, november 15
Prayer For Today’s DT

He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. (John 14:24)

Bible Text:  exodus 14 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Exodus 14:8-14

· Think about what the Israelites were feeling, and the actual words they used in their response.  How is this true to how people typically respond when things don’t go as they had hoped?  What is behind this kind of response? 

· Have I experienced being “terrified,” at some unforseen consequence of obeying God?  How did I respond?

· Are there some situations in my life where God is saying “Stand firm and you will see” and “The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still?”

Personal Prayer

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for the ways that God led you through some fearful times.

Write a personal prayer of repentance regarding fickleness, blaming, and lack of trust in God for you.

wednesday, november 16
Prayer For Today’s DT
May my cry come before you, O Lord; give me understanding according to your word. (Psalm 119:169)

BIBLE TEXT: Exodus 15:22-16:8
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Exodus 15:22-27
· Reflect on the fact that immediately after the mighty deliverance of the Red Sea, the Israelites wander for three days in the desert without finding water.  How is this true to life?

· What does the fact that they “grumbled against Moses” show about the character of the Israelites?

· What is the significance of God revealing himself as “the Lord who heals” in the context of changing the bitter waters of Marah into sweet, drinkable water?  Have I experienced this kind of healing in my own Marah-like heart?
Exodus 16:1-8

· What are some elements in the Israelite’s grumblings?

· Which of these aspects can I most identify with?

Personal Prayer

Write a prayer of repentance regarding all the ways that you grumble in your heart due to wrong recollection of the past as well as attributing wrong motives to God and to people.

Write a prayer of thanksgiving regarding how God brought healing in your life.  

thursday, november 17
Prayer For Today’s DT

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity. (Proverbs 3:1-2)

BIBLE TEXT:  exodus 16
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Exodus 16:4-11

· What is surprising about God’s gracious response to the Israelites’ grumbling?

Exodus 16:19-35

· Reflect on the words “However, some of them paid no attention to Moses” and “Nevertheless, some of the people went out…”  What does this reveal? 

· In what ways am I like the Israelites, failing to make connection to God for all that God has provided for me?

· Reflect on the words “The Israelites ate manna forty years.”  In what ways have I experienced this kind of faithfulness from God?   

Personal Prayer

Write a prayer of repentance regarding all the ways you fail to make a personal connection with God for all that He provides for you.

Write a prayer of thanksgiving regarding God’s steadfast provisions for everything you have in your life.
friday, november 18
Prayer For Today’s DT

I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I have set the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. (Psalm 16:7-8)

Bible Text:  exodus 17
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Exodus 17:1-4

· What are the Israelites implying in their question to Moses?

· Given their history with God already, how is it that they can respond this way?   

Exodus 17:5-7

· What is the attitude behind the question “Is the LORD among us or not?”  Why would this be offensive to God?
Personal Prayer

Write a prayer of repentance regarding your mistrust and demanding attitude toward God or toward people in disregard of history.

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s continual daily provision of all your needs.

saturday, november 19

Prayer For Today’s DT

As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless. He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. (Psalm 18:30)

reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week, and review your DTs.  

