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Devotion Time: Thanksgiving - Week 3


                  November 21 – November 26, 2011


monday, NOVEMBER 21

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
除了耶和華，誰是　神呢？除了我們的　神，誰是磐石呢？ 他是那位以能力給我束腰的　神，他使我的道路完全。(詩篇 18:31-32)
For who is God besides the LORD? And who is the Rock except our God? It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect. (Psalm 18:31-32)

Bible Text:  exodus 19:1-19 | 出埃及記 19:1-19
REFLECTION QUESTIONS| 思考問題
Exodus 19:4-6
·  “God has chosen a people to be separate from the rest of the world, not just so that they can ‘belong’ to him in some private sense, but in order that they be used by him for a special purpose. […] Israel’s obedience or disobedience to God’s covenant stipulations has implications beyond simply that of Isreal’s relationship to God, that is, blessing or curse.  It has ramifications for the outworking of God’s redemptive plan for the world.”

· 看到以色列人現在這個樣子，神卻還稱他們為“屬我的產業”以及“君尊的祭司和聖潔的國民”，這對我有什麼樣的鼓勵？
· Given how the Israelites have been so far, what can we learn about God from the fact that God calls them to be his “treasured possession” and “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”?

· 思想一下我被神稱為“屬我的產業”的事實。 被神如此看重有什麼樣的意義？而“屬神的產業”又有什麼意思？
· Reflect on the fact that I am God’s “treasured possession”.  What does it mean to be “treasured” by God?  What does it mean to be a “possession” of God?

Exodus 19:10-13

· 看到神在西奈山展現祂的神聖，我是否在某些方面看輕了神對我發出與他相交的邀請？
· In light of God’s holiness as expressed at Mt. Sinai, is there a way in which I take for granted God’s invitation for me to have a relationship with Him? 

PERSONAL PRAYER

寫一段禱告文，感謝神在祂的神聖中還給予我們的恩典和慈愛。
Write a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s gift of mercy and grace in light of His holiness.

寫一段禱告文，為你在基督中的新身份，新目標，以及成為“君尊的祭司和聖潔的國民”的新身份而感謝神。
Write a prayer of thanksgiving for your new identity and purpose in Christ to be a part of his “kingdom of priests” and a “holy nation.”

tuesday, november 22

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
耶和華的律法是完全的，能使人心甦醒；耶和華的法度是堅定的，能使愚人有智慧。(詩篇 19:7)
The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)

Bible Text:  exodus 20:1-21 | 出埃及記 20:1-21
REFLECTION QUESTIONS| 思考問題
第二節本身並不是一個誡命，而只是一個引子，引出看待這些誡命的正確態度，以及如何看待以色列的存在。它提醒以色列神是誰及神做了什麼。這段經文以“我是耶和華”來開頭。這個神將以色列人帶出了埃及。他們之間的關係已經建立了。現在，他們要學習一個被救贖的生活應該是怎樣的。換句話說，律法是與恩典緊密相連的。律法是建立在神拯救祂子民的恩典上；它並不是成為神的子民的條件，因為在埃及的時候，他們已經是了。現在，他們接受了聖潔生活的誡命，使得他們可以越來越變成神聖潔的子民。這是神對他們的期待。
Verse 2 is not a commandment itself, but is a prologue that properly sets up the frame of mind from which all the commandments, indeed all of Israel’s existence, should be viewed. It reminds Israel who God is and what he has done. It begins with another “I am Yahweh” assertion. This God has brought the Israelites out of Egypt. The relationship between them has already been established. Now they are to learn what a redeemed life should look like. The law, in other words, is connected to grace. It is based on God’s gracious act of saving his people; it is not a condition of becoming God’s people, for that has already happened in the Exodus. They now receive rules for holy living, so they can become more and more God’s holy people. This is what God wants for them.

· 神對祂拯救的人民有什麼樣的遠景？這與世上所充斥的遠景有什麼不同？
· What is the vision of life God has for his redeemed people?  How does this differ from the vision of life that the world throws at me?

· 第一條誡命與剩下的誡命有什麼樣的關係？
· What is the relationship between the first commandment and the rest of the commandments?    

· 貪愛與第六到第九條誡命有甚麼樣的關係？
· What is the relationship between covetousness and the 6-9th commandments?

· 我對神的誡命有什麼樣的回應？我要怎樣可以更加積極的活出神的道？
· What has been my response to God’s commandments?  How can I more actively live out God’s word in my life?

PERSONAL PRAYER

寫出一段禱告文，感謝神在我生活中設立的誡命。
Write a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s commandments in your life.

寫出一段禱告文，感謝神在你拒絕敬拜其它事物之後如何的賜福你。
Write a prayer of thanksgiving for how God has blessed your life as you refuse to bow down to things other than God.

wednesday, november 23

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
耶和華的訓詞是正直的，能使人心快樂；耶和華的命令是清潔的，能使人的眼睛明亮。(詩篇 19:8)

The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. (Psalm 19:8)

BIBLE TEXT: Deuteronomy 4:1-40 |申命記 4:1-40
REFLECTION QUESTIONS| 思考問題
· 這些經文中列出了哪些勸勉？這些勸勉有什麼重要性？從這些“不要忘記你所看到的，經歷過的，感受到的神”的勸勉中，你可以學到人的本性是怎樣的？
· What are the exhortations listed in these verses and what is the significance of these exhortations?  What can you learn about human nature from this strong exhortation not to forget what you have seen, experienced and felt about God?  

· 屬神的人與他人有什麼不同處？我對這樣的特權抱有一個什麼樣的態度？
· What distinguishes the people of God?  What has been my attitude towards this privilege?

· 神的話如何在我的生命中帶給我教導？他的大能如何“趕走那“比你大比你強”的敵人？
· How has the word of God provided discipline in my life?  How does his Presence and his great strength “drive out” enemies that are “greater and stronger” in my life?
PERSONAL PRAYER

寫出一段禱告文，為作為神的子民所有的榮耀和特權感謝神。
Write a prayer of thanksgiving for the privilege and honor of being God’s people.

寫出一段禱告感謝神“趕走那“比你大比你強”的敵人。
Write a prayer of thanksgiving for “his Presence and his great strength” that drove out enemies that are “greater and stronger” in your life?

thursday, november 24

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
誰能知道自己的錯誤呢？求你赦免我隱而未現的過失。 求你攔阻你僕人，不犯任意妄為的罪，不許它們轄制我；我才可以完全，不犯大過。(詩篇 19:12-13)

Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. (Psalm 19:12-13)

BIBLE TEXT:  deuteronomy 6

REFLECTION QUESTIONS| 思考問題
· 為何神要提醒他們，是神將他們從奴役中拯救出來，帶他們進入應許之地的？神將我從哪裡救出，帶了我到哪裡去？
· Why did God remind them of the fact that it was he who saved them out of slavery as they were entering the Promised Land?  What has God saved me out of and into?  

· 從以下的詞句中，我們可以看出神抱有怎麼樣的一顆心：“日子可以長久”，“可以享福”，“人數大大增多”，“不是你建造的，又高大又美麗的城市，有裝滿各樣美物的房子，不是你裝滿的；有鑿成的水池，不是你鑿成的；還有葡萄園和橄欖園，不是你栽種的”？
· What is the heart of God for his people as shown through the phrases “may enjoy long life,” “may go well with you,” and “may increase greatly,” “flourishing cities you did not build, houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant”?

· 我的生命中有哪些祝福“不是我建造的”，“不是我裝滿的”，“不是我鑿成的”，“不是我栽種的”？  
· What are the blessings in my life that I “did not build,” “did not provide,” “did not dig,” and “did not plant?”  Are there ways I’m allowing blessings in my life to cause me to forget God?  
· “吃得飽足”和“忘記耶和華”之間有什麼樣的聯繫？
· What is the connection between “when you eat and are satisfied” and “forgetting the Lord”?

PERSONAL PRAYER

寫出一段禱告為那些“不是我建造的”，“不是我裝滿的”，“不是我鑿成的”，“不是我栽種的”的恩典感謝神。
Write a prayer of thanksgiving for all the things that you “did not build,” “did not provide,” “did not dig,” and “did not plant” that you are enjoying the blessings of. 

friday, november 25

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
耶和華我的磐石、我的救贖主啊！願我口中的言語、心裡的意念，都在你面前蒙悅納。(詩篇 19:14)

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)

Bible Text:  deuteronomy 8

REFLECTION QUESTIONS| 思考問題
· 為何神要帶領他們穿越曠野，讓他們學會謙卑？為何這些讓我們謙卑的經歷是必要的？最近神如何讓我學到謙卑？
· Why did God lead them through humbling experiences in the desert?   Why are times of humbling necessary in our lives?  In what ways has God allowed me to be humbled recently?

· 我是否認為我生命中好的事情是通過“我的力量，是我手的能力使我得著的”？這如何的影響我與神和他人之間的關係？
· In what ways do I think that the good things in my life are the result of “my power and the strength of my hands”?  How does this affect my relationship with God and with others?

寫出你個人的申命記8章，將標明的部分換成你個人的版本。記住提到下劃線的那些話。
Write your personal Deuteronomy 8, replacing the highlighted portion with your personal version.  Be sure to address the words that are underlined.

要記念耶和華你的　神

1  “我今日吩咐你的一切誡命，你們要謹守遵行，使你們可以存活，人數增加，並且可以進去得著耶和華向你們的列祖起誓應許的那地。 2  你也要記念耶和華你的　神這四十年在曠野引導你的一切路程，為要使你受苦，要試煉你，要知道你心裡怎樣，看看你肯守他的誡命不肯。 3  他使你受苦，任你飢餓，把你和你的列祖不認識的嗎哪賜給你吃，使你知道人活著，不是單靠食物，更要靠耶和華口裡所出的一切話。 4  這四十年來，你身上的衣服沒有穿破，你的腳也沒有腫起來。 5  因此你心裡要明白，耶和華你的　神管教你，好像人管教他的兒子一樣。 6  所以你要謹守耶和華你的　神的誡命，遵行他的道路，敬畏他。 7  因為耶和華你的　神快要領你進入那美地；那地有河流，有泉，有源，水從谷中和山上流出來； 8  那地有小麥、大麥、葡萄樹、無花果樹、石榴樹；那地有橄欖樹、油和蜜； 9  你在那地必不缺乏食物，在那裡你必一無所缺；那地的石頭就是鐵；從那裡的山上，你可以挖出銅來。 10  你吃飽了，就要稱頌耶和華你的　神，因為他把那美地賜了給你。 11  “你要自己謹慎，免得忘記耶和華你的　神，不守他的誡命、典章、律例，就是我今日吩咐你的； 12  恐怕你吃飽了，建造美好的房屋居住， 13  你的牛羊加多，你的金銀增添，你所有的一切都增加了， 14  那時，你就心高氣傲，忘記了耶和華你的　神，就是把你從埃及地，從為奴之家領出來的那一位。 15  他引導你走過那大而可畏的曠野，那裡有火蛇，有蠍子，有乾旱無水之地；他曾經為你使水從堅硬的磐石中流出來。 16  他在曠野把你的列祖不認識的嗎哪賜給你吃，是要使你受苦，要試煉你，使你終久得到福樂； 17  恐怕你心裡說：‘這財富是我的力量，是我手的能力使我得著的。’ 18  你要記念耶和華你的　神，因為得財富的能力是他賜給你的，為要堅定他向你的列祖起誓所立的約，像今天一樣。 19  如果將來你真的忘記了耶和華你的　神，去隨從別的神，事奉和敬拜他們，你們必定滅亡，這是我今日警告你們的。 20  耶和華從你們面前怎樣使萬國的民滅亡，你們也必照樣滅亡，因為你們沒有聽從耶和華你們　神的話。”
Deuteronomy 8

Do Not Forget the LORD 

 1 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the LORD promised on oath to your forefathers. 2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you. 

 6 Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and revering him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; 8 a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 9 a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. 

 10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. 

 19 If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. 20 Like the nations the LORD destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the LORD your God.
saturday, november 26

PRAYER FOR TODAY’S DT| 今天的靈修禱告
有人靠車，有人靠馬。我們卻靠耶和華我們　神的名。(詩篇 20:7)

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. (Psalm 20:7)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS / personal Prayer | 思考問題 / 個人禱告
重新回顧申命記4，6，8章，再讀詩篇78章。然後花一些時間禱告，感謝神這些年來對你的帶領。
Re-read Deuteronomy 4, 6, 8 and then read Psalm 78 and spend some time in prayer thanking God for how God has led you all these years.
� Enns, Peter. "Exodus." NIV Application Commentary Series. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000, page 395, 397.
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