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Devotion Time: Thanksgiving - Week 3


                  November 21 – November 26, 2011


monday, NOVEMBER 21

Prayer For Today’s DT

For who is God besides the LORD? And who is the Rock except our God? It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect. (Psalm 18:31-32)

Bible Text:  exodus 19:1-19

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Exodus 19:4-6

 “God has chosen a people to be separate from the rest of the world, not just so that they can ‘belong’ to him in some private sense, but in order that they be used by him for a special purpose. […] Israel’s obedience or disobedience to God’s covenant stipulations has implications beyond simply that of Isreal’s relationship to God, that is, blessing or curse.  It has ramifications for the outworking of God’s redemptive plan for the world.”

· Given how the Israelites have been so far, what can we learn about God from the fact that God calls them to be his “treasured possession” and “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”?

· Reflect on the fact that I am God’s “treasured possession”.  What does it mean to be “treasured” by God?  What does it mean to be a “possession” of God?

Exodus 19:10-13

· In light of God’s holiness as expressed at Mt. Sinai, is there a way in which I take for granted God’s invitation for me to have a relationship with Him? 

PERSONAL PRAYER

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s gift of mercy and grace in light of His holiness.

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for your new identity and purpose in Christ to be a part of his “kingdom of priests” and a “holy nation.”

tuesday, november 22

Prayer For Today’s DT

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)

Bible Text:  exodus 20:1-21

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Verse 2 is not a commandment itself, but is a prologue that properly sets up the frame of mind from which all the commandments, indeed all of Israel’s existence, should be viewed. It reminds Israel who God is and what he has done. It begins with another “I am Yahweh” assertion. This God has brought the Israelites out of Egypt. The relationship between them has already been established. Now they are to learn what a redeemed life should look like. The law, in other words, is connected to grace. It is based on God’s gracious act of saving his people; it is not a condition of becoming God’s people, for that has already happened in the Exodus. They now receive rules for holy living, so they can become more and more God’s holy people. This is what God wants for them.

· What is the vision of life God has for his redeemed people?  How does this differ from the vision of life that the world throws at me?

· What is the relationship between the first commandment and the rest of the commandments?    

· What is the relationship between covetousness and the 6-9th commandments?

· What has been my response to God’s commandments?  How can I more actively live out God’s word in my life?

PERSONAL PRAYER

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s commandments in your life.

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for how God has blessed your life as you refuse to bow down to things other than God.

wednesday, november 23

Prayer For Today’s DT

The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. (Psalm 19:8)

BIBLE TEXT: Deuteronomy 4:1-40
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· What are the exhortations listed in these verses and what is the significance of these exhortations?  What can you learn about human nature from this strong exhortation not to forget what you have seen, experienced and felt about God?  

· What distinguishes the people of God?  What has been my attitude towards this privilege?

· How has the word of God provided discipline in my life?  How does his Presence and his great strength “drive out” enemies that are “greater and stronger” in my life?
PERSONAL PRAYER

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for the privilege and honor of being God’s people.

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for “his Presence and his great strength” that drove out enemies that are “greater and stronger” in your life?

thursday, november 24

Prayer For Today’s DT

Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. (Psalm 19:12-13)

BIBLE TEXT:  deuteronomy 6

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· Why did God remind them of the fact that it was he who saved them out of slavery as they were entering the Promised Land?  What has God saved me out of and into?  

· What is the heart of God for his people as shown through the phrases “may enjoy long life,” “may go well with you,” and “may increase greatly,” “flourishing cities you did not build, houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant”?

· What are the blessings in my life that I “did not build,” “did not provide,” “did not dig,” and “did not plant?”  Are there ways I’m allowing blessings in my life to cause me to forget God?  
· What is the connection between “when you eat and are satisfied” and “forgetting the Lord”?

PERSONAL PRAYER

Write a prayer of thanksgiving for all the things that you “did not build,” “did not provide,” “did not dig,” and “did not plant” that you are enjoying the blessings of. 

friday, november 25

Prayer For Today’s DT

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)

Bible Text:  deuteronomy 8

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

· Why did God lead them through humbling experiences in the desert?   Why are times of humbling necessary in our lives?  In what ways has God allowed me to be humbled recently?

· In what ways do I think that the good things in my life are the result of “my power and the strength of my hands”?  How does this affect my relationship with God and with others?

Write your personal Deuteronomy 8, replacing the highlighted portion with your personal version.  Be sure to address the words that are underlined.

Deuteronomy 8

Do Not Forget the LORD 

 1 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the LORD promised on oath to your forefathers. 2 Remember how the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LORD your God disciplines you. 

 6 Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and revering him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land—a land with streams and pools of water, with springs flowing in the valleys and hills; 8 a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 9 a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. 

 10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that in the end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today. 

 19 If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. 20 Like the nations the LORD destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the LORD your God.
saturday, november 26

Prayer For Today’s DT

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. (Psalm 20:7)

reflection questions / personal Prayer

Re-read Deuteronomy 4, 6, 8 and then read Psalm 78 and spend some time in prayer thanking God for how God has led you all these years.
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