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First Week of the New Year Devotions
   
 January 2 – January 7, 2012
   

Introduction

As we start the new year, we will look at some texts that has to do with the theme of time and new beginnings.

monday, january 2

Prayer For Today’s DT

Your hands made me and formed me; give me understanding to learn your commands. (Psalm 119:73)

Bible TEXT & REFLECTION 

Reflect on the somber yet practical passages below about our approach to the time God has granted us.  What truths do we see here about time, about the future, about our lives, and about the proper response to these truths?
James 4:13–17  

1 Peter 4:7–8  
2 Peter 3:8–13  

personal Prayer

In the light of the precariousness and preciousness of the days you have been granted in this new year, write a personal prayer about your commitments. 
tuesday, january 3

Prayer For Today’s DT

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. (Psalm 119:105)

Bible TEXT & REFLECTION 

God is the God of beginnings.  Reflect on the idea of THE beginning depicted in Genesis 1, and write a personal response.  

Genesis 1   

personal Prayer

Write a prayer based on today’s text.

wednesday, january 4
Prayer For Today’s DT

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. (James 1:22)

Bible TEXT & REFLECTION 

Today’s text depicts the beginning of Jesus ministry.  Study the chapter, and draw some personal applications about what kind of beginning you need to make this year.

Mark 1 

personal Prayer
Write a personal prayer of commitment in light of the first days of Jesus’ ministry on earth.

thursday, januray 5

Prayer For Today’s DT

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. (Matthew 24:35)

Bible TEXT & REFLECTION 

Reflect on the passage below, and note some of the following themes, and how they relate to each other:

Beginning; Time

Witness; proclamation; testimony;

Life; light; fellowship

Father; son; disciples; me

Blood of Jesus; sin; confession

Truth; lie

1 John 1  

Write a personal response to the message of this chapter.

personal Prayer

friday, january 6

Prayer For Today’s DT

He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. (John 14:24)

Bible TEXT & REFLECTION 

Against the frailty of human life, the Bible asserts that, “the word of our God stands forever.”  This eternal, imperishable word has become flesh, and has been preached to us, and we ourselves are called to bring these “good tidings” to others as preachers.  Note these themes in today’s text, and make personal applications from parts of the text that speak to you.

Isaiah 40:6–9  
1 Peter 1:22–25  
Romans 10:8–17  

Personal Prayer

Write a prayer of gratitude toward the fact that the word came to you, and a prayer of commitment to become a proclaimer of the word.

saturday, january 7

Prayer For Today’s DT

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. (John 6:68)
Bible TEXT & REFLECTION 

Reflect on the two lives depicted in this passage, the very first Psalm, and reflect on the practices of the blessed man.


Psalm 1  
Personal Prayer

Write a prayer based on the themes of the blessed man, his refusals, and his delights. 

