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Devotion Time: 2012 Devotions: Luke 3-5, Reflection Questions Only

                  


January 9-14, 2012

Monday, january 9

Prayer For Today’s DT

So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion” (Hebrews 3:7-8)
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 3:1-3

· Among the people listed here, who would have been considered to be the least important by most people living during that time period?  Whose life turned out to have the most significant impact?  Why?  What does this reveal about the value system of the world?

Luke 3:7-14
· Why would a man of God use such a harsh expression as “brood of vipers”?  How might the people have responded to being called a “brood of vipers”?
· What does this show about what is required for proper repentance?  How humble am I before the truth, regardless of the tone or harshness with which it is delivered?   
cf. 2 Timothy 4:3–4 

3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
· Note the people’s response to John’s message and John’s answer to their question.  What does this passage teach about what genuine repentance looks like?
Luke 3:19-20
· Consider Herod’s response to John.  Have there been instances in which I too have attempted to silence the voices of truth in my life?  What are some ways in which I do this?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, january 10

Prayer For Today’s DT

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. (Hebrews 4:12-13)
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 4:3-12  
· What was Jesus’ basis for responding to each of Satan’s temptations?   
· When I face adversity or personal struggles, what/who do I turn to for answers?  
· What are the areas in my life in which I need to experience victory through the word of God?

Luke 4:5-8  
· What was promised to Jesus in the second temptation?  
One commentator notes, “Though Satan possesses great authority, he really cannot grant his wish.  The proposal is a delusion and a lie, as are all of Satan’s attempts to get us off track….There is no quick and easy road to messianic glory or to spiritual survival in a hostile world.”  

· What are some shortcuts and false promises that I have heard that I am tempted to believe?  

Luke 4:12-13  
· Given that even Jesus was tempted, what should my expectation be about being subjected to temptation?  
· Although we do not face the exact same temptations, Satan employs similar ploys for everyone.  What is Satan’s ploy in each of the temptations Jesus faced?   

· What does Satan want to do to my relationship with God each time he tempts me?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, january 11

Prayer For Today’s DT

16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 4:18  
Note that Jesus says that he has come to preach good news to the poor.

· What characteristics about the poor make them conducive to responding to the Gospel?  

Consider the following passages:

Matthew 5:3  

3   “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

James 2:5 (NIV84) 

5 Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 

· What implication does this have on those who are not literally poor?

Luke 4:18-19

· What was Jesus sent to do?    
· What are the strongholds in my life that Jesus wants to free me from?  

Luke 4:28-29  
· Why were the people furious at Jesus?  
· Compare their original response to Jesus in v. 15 to their violent response in vv. 28-29.  How can one explain the townspeople’s change of heart?  
· Have I ever suddenly grown cold or hostile toward someone even though they did nothing wrong?  What causes my heart to shift swiftly against someone?  

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, january 12

Prayer For Today’s DT

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 3:14-15)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Luke 4:34 
One commentator notes, “In Greek the question in verse 34 is an idiomatic way of asking, ‘Why do you want to bother us?’ The remark is revealing, since it indicates both the inherent authority Jesus possesses and the demon’s awareness of that power.”  

· Why was Jesus’ presence a bother to the demons?  How do I view the changes Jesus wants to bring about in my life?

Luke 4:31-42

· Review all that Jesus did on this one Sabbath day.  What picture of Jesus emerges from this?

Luke 4:42 
· What did Jesus do at daybreak?  Where did he go? 
· What can I do to find times of solitude and prayer?

Luke 4.43

· Reflect on the purpose of Jesus’ life.  How does this affect my view of my life’s purpose and priorities?
PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

FRIDAY, january 13

Prayer For Today’s DT

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity. (Proverbs 3:1-2)
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 5:4-5  
· What does Jesus tell Simon Peter to do?  
· Was this a difficult or easy thing to obey?  
· On what basis did Simon let down the nets? 

Luke 5:6-7  
· What was the result of letting down the nets?  
· What did Simon Peter discover as a result of his obedience to Jesus’ words?   

Luke 5:8,10  

“What Peter does not realize is that admitting one’s inability and sin is the best prerequisite for service, since then one can depend on God. Peter’s confession becomes his résumé for service. Humility is the elevator to spir​itual greatness.”
  

· To what extent do I identify with Peter’s confession?  
· Compare what Peter was fishing for, and what Jesus is inviting him to.  What is my response to Jesus’ invitation to follow him to become a fisher of men?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, january 14

Prayer For Today’s DT

I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I have set the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. (Psalm 16:7-8)
reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value?  How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

� Darryll L. Bock, Luke, NIV Application Commentary Series, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996) 154-155.





