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Devotion Time: 2012 Devotions: Reflection Questions with Text


                  


January 9-14, 2012

Monday, january 9

Prayer For Today’s DT

So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion” (Hebrews 3:7-8)
Bible Text


Luke 3:1-37 
John the Baptist Prepares the Way
3     In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the desert, 

‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

make straight paths for him. 

5     Every valley shall be filled in, 

every mountain and hill made low. 

The crooked roads shall become straight, 

the rough ways smooth. 

6     And all mankind will see God’s salvation.’ ”a
7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 

11 John answered, “The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the same.” 

12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 

13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 

14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your pay.” 

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ.b 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you withc water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them. 

19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20 Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison. 

The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus
21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

23 Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph, 

the son of Heli, 24 the son of Matthat, 

the son of Levi, the son of Melki, 

the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 

25     the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, 

the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, 

the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, 

the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, 

the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 

27     the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, 

the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, 

the son of Neri, 28 the son of Melki, 

the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, 

the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 

29     the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, 

the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, 

the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, 

the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, 

the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 

31     the son of Melea, the son of Menna, 

the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, 

the son of David, 32 the son of Jesse, 

the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, 

the son of Salmon,a the son of Nahshon, 

33     the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram,b
the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, 

the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, 

the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, 

the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 

35     the son of Serug, the son of Reu, 

the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, 

the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, 

the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, 

the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 

37     the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, 

the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, 

the son of Kenan, 38 the son of Enosh, 

the son of Seth, the son of Adam, 
the son of God. 


REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 3:1-3

· Among the people listed here, who would have been considered to be the least important by most people living during that time period?  Whose life turned out to have the most significant impact?  Why?  What does this reveal about the value system of the world?

Luke 3:7-14
· Why would a man of God use such a harsh expression as “brood of vipers”?  How might the people have responded to being called a “brood of vipers”?
· What does this show about what is required for proper repentance?  How humble am I before the truth, regardless of the tone or harshness with which it is delivered?   
cf. 2 Timothy 4:3–4 

3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
· Note the people’s response to John’s message and John’s answer to their question.  What does this passage teach about what genuine repentance looks like?
Luke 3:19-20
· Consider Herod’s response to John.  Have there been instances in which I too have attempted to silence the voices of truth in my life?  What are some ways in which I do this?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, january 10

Prayer For Today’s DT

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. (Hebrews 4:12-13)
Bible Text

Luke 4:1-13

The Temptation of Jesus
4     Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone.’a” 

5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 So if you worship me, it will all be yours.” 

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’b” 

9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: 

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you 

to guard you carefully; 

11     they will lift you up in their hands, 

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’c” 

12 Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’d” 

13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 4:3-12  
· What was Jesus’ basis for responding to each of Satan’s temptations?   
· When I face adversity or personal struggles, what/who do I turn to for answers?  
· What are the areas in my life in which I need to experience victory through the word of God?

Luke 4:5-8  
· What was promised to Jesus in the second temptation?  
One commentator notes, “Though Satan possesses great authority, he really cannot grant his wish.  The proposal is a delusion and a lie, as are all of Satan’s attempts to get us off track….There is no quick and easy road to messianic glory or to spiritual survival in a hostile world.”  

· What are some shortcuts and false promises that I have heard that I am tempted to believe?  

Luke 4:12-13  
· Given that even Jesus was tempted, what should my expectation be about being subjected to temptation?  
· Although we do not face the exact same temptations, Satan employs similar ploys for everyone.  What is Satan’s ploy in each of the temptations Jesus faced?   

· What does Satan want to do to my relationship with God each time he tempts me?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, january 11

Prayer For Today’s DT

16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Bible Text 


Luke 4:14-30

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

18     “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to release the oppressed, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”a 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21 and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 

23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’ ” 
24 “I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosyb in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 

28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 4:18  
Note that Jesus says that he has come to preach good news to the poor.

· What characteristics about the poor make them conducive to responding to the Gospel?  

Consider the following passages:

Matthew 5:3  

3   “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

James 2:5 (NIV84) 

5 Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 

· What implication does this have on those who are not literally poor?

Luke 4:18-19

· What was Jesus sent to do?    
· What are the strongholds in my life that Jesus wants to free me from?  

Luke 4:28-29  
· Why were the people furious at Jesus?  
· Compare their original response to Jesus in v. 15 to their violent response in vv. 28-29.  How can one explain the townspeople’s change of heart?  
· Have I ever suddenly grown cold or hostile toward someone even though they did nothing wrong?  What causes my heart to shift swiftly against someone?  

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.




thursday, january 12

Prayer For Today’s DT

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 3:14-15)

Bible Text

Luke 4:31-44

Jesus Drives Out an Evil Spirit
31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. 32 They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority. 

33 In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evila spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, 34 “Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

35 “Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of him!” Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him. 

36 All the people were amazed and said to each other, “What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!” 37 And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area. 

Jesus Heals Many
38 Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. 39 So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them. 

40 When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 41 Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ.a
42 At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. 43 But he said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.” 44 And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.b
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Luke 4:34 
One commentator notes, “In Greek the question in verse 34 is an idiomatic way of asking, ‘Why do you want to bother us?’ The remark is revealing, since it indicates both the inherent authority Jesus possesses and the demon’s awareness of that power.”  

· Why was Jesus’ presence a bother to the demons?  How do I view the changes Jesus wants to bring about in my life?

Luke 4:31-42

· Review all that Jesus did on this one Sabbath day.  What picture of Jesus emerges from this?

Luke 4:42 
· What did Jesus do at daybreak?  Where did he go? 
· What can I do to find times of solitude and prayer?

Luke 4.43

· Reflect on the purpose of Jesus’ life.  How does this affect my view of my life’s purpose and priorities?
PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

FRIDAY, january 13

Prayer For Today’s DT

My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity. (Proverbs 3:1-2)
Bible Text 


Luke 5:1-11
The Calling of the First Disciples
5     One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret,a with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, 2 he saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let downb the nets for a catch.” 

5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.” 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 5:4-5  
· What does Jesus tell Simon Peter to do?  
· Was this a difficult or easy thing to obey?  
· On what basis did Simon let down the nets? 

Luke 5:6-7  
· What was the result of letting down the nets?  
· What did Simon Peter discover as a result of his obedience to Jesus’ words?   

Luke 5:8,10  

“What Peter does not realize is that admitting one’s inability and sin is the best prerequisite for service, since then one can depend on God. Peter’s confession becomes his résumé for service. Humility is the elevator to spir​itual greatness.”
  

· To what extent do I identify with Peter’s confession?  
· Compare what Peter was fishing for, and what Jesus is inviting him to.  What is my response to Jesus’ invitation to follow him to become a fisher of men?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


saturday, january 14

Prayer For Today’s DT

I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I have set the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. (Psalm 16:7-8)
reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value?  How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

a  Isaiah 40:3-5





b  Or Messiah





c  Or in





a  Some early manuscripts Sala





b  Some manuscripts Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni; other manuscripts vary widely.





a  Deut. 8:3


b  Deut. 6:13


c  Psalm 91:11, 12


d  Deut. 6:16





a  Isaiah 61:1, 2





b  The Greek word was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy.





a  Greek unclean; also in verse 36


a  Or Messiah


b  Or the land of the Jews; some manuscripts Galilee





a  That is, Sea of Galilee





b  The Greek verb is plural.





� Darryll L. Bock, Luke, NIV Application Commentary Series, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996) 154-155.





