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Devotion Time: 2012 Devotions: Luke 5-6, Reflection Questions Only

                

  January 16-21, 2012

monday, january 16

Prayer For Today’s DT

As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is flawless. He is a shield for all who take refuge in him. (Psalm 18:30)
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 5:12-13   

“The regulations concerning leprosy are in Lev.13-14. The most terrible thing about it was the isolation it bought. The leper was to cry ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ wherever he went; he was to dwell alone; ‘in a habitation outside the camp’ (Lev.13:45-46). He was banished from the society of men and exiled from home. The result was, and still is, that the psychological consequences of leprosy were as serious as the physical.”

· What was the posture and attitude of the leper before Jesus?  
· What is the significance of the words “if you are willing”?  
· What is the significance of Jesus touching the leper in response to his request? 

Luke 5:18-19   
· Who brought the paralytic to Jesus?  What obstacles needed to be overcome for the paralytic to come before Jesus?  
· To what extent do I go about helping someone to come before Jesus?  

Luke 5:20-26  
· What kind of authority does Jesus have?  
· What is more amazing to me: forgiveness of sins or healing of paralysis?  

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, january 17

Prayer For Today’s DT

For who is God besides the LORD? And who is the Rock except our God? It is God who arms me with strength and makes my way perfect. (Psalm 18:31-32)
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 5:27-28  
· Note Levi’s response to Jesus’ calling.   
· What did Levi leave behind in order to follow Jesus?  
· What are the things that I am struggling to leave behind to follow Jesus?
Luke 5:31-32  
· Who did Jesus say needs a doctor?  
· How well do I react to the news that I am “sick”, or that there is something not right about me?  
· When people give me constructive criticism, what is my usual response?  

Luke 5:36-39  

“Those who like old wine do not try the new, for their minds are already made up: ‘The old is good.’ So Jesus expects many not to respond to his new way. They are com​fortable with life and piety as it is. Jesus’ remark is both a description and a warning. John the Baptist came to tell the people that a new era of change was coming, but Jesus knows that some do not want change.”
  

· Why does the new wine need to be poured into a new wineskin?
· What do the new wine and new wineskins symbolize?  
· Are there some ways in which I have I been resisting God because I don’t like to come out of my set “old ways”?
PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Wednesday, january 18

Prayer For Today’s DT

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 6:1-4

· Have there been occasions in which I rigidly followed rules and in so doing failed to love others?
· What is the difference between the Pharisees’ and Jesus’ approach to the Sabbath?  
· Are there ways in which my approach to spiritual life is similar to the Pharisees?  

Luke 6:8 

· How would a person with a withered hand normally feel about standing “in front of everyone”?  
· What areas of my life are “withered”? What do I need to do to receive healing in these areas?
Luke 6:12-13  
· Note what Jesus did before the choosing of the twelve apostles.  What can I learn from Jesus’ example?  
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, january 19

Prayer For Today’s DT

The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. (Psalm 19:8)
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 6:20-22

Note the radically countercultural definition of being blessed.

· Why would these be the ones who are blessed in Jesus’ eyes, and what does this say about discipleship and the world-system?   

Luke 6:22-23  
· What may come to those who follow Jesus in this world?  
· What kind of difficulties and opposition have I faced in following Jesus?  
· Where does my source of joy come from during those times?  

Luke 6:24-25  
· Apart from God, what typical ways do people seek to laugh, be rich, and be satisfied?  Why would being in these conditions be considered a ‘woe’?     
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, january 20

Prayer For Today’s DT

Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. (Psalm 19:12-13)
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 6:27-36
· How did Jesus himself live out these teachings?  
· What can I do to practice these verses in my life?   

Luke 6:34-35  
· According this passage, how should we, as Jesus’ followers, treat our ‘enemies’?  
· In contrast, how are ‘enemies’ usually dealt with in this world?  
Consider how God treated us even though we were enemies against him (cf. Col. 1:21ff). 
· How can God’s message of reconciliation be communicated through my interaction with those who mistreat me?  

Luke 6:36  
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  
· How has God been merciful to me personally?  
· What sins or shortcomings in others do I find it particularly difficult to be merciful toward?  
· How can I become a person of greater mercy?
PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, january 21

Prayer For Today’s DT

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalm 19:14)
reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life
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