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Devotion Time: 2012 Devotions: Luke 8-9, Reflection Questions Only 

                  January 30, 2012 – February 4, 2012

monday, january 30

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary?  Who may live on your holy hill?  He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous, who speaks the truth from his heart and has no slander on his tongue, who does his neighbor no wrong and casts no slur on his fellowman, who despises a vile man but honors those who fear the LORD, 
who keeps his oath even when it hurts, who lends his money without usury and does not accept a bribe against the innocent.  He who does these things will never be shaken. (Psalm 15:1-5) 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 8:1-4  

· Think about those who accompanied Jesus as he went from one town and village to another.  What lessons about discipleship does this short description provide?

 Luke 8:11-15   

· What is same for all four soils?  
· What is the primary difference between the good soil and the three bad soils? 
· What is the relationship between the depth of the root and fruit bearing? 
· What was needed for the seed to bear fruit according to v.13?
· In what ways would “life’s worries, riches and pleasures” choke out the word?  I.e., what does this tell me about the nature of the gospel, and the nature of our world?
· Which of the four soils can I identify with?
· What do I need to do to become the good soil?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


tuesday, january 31

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Let your eyes look straight ahead, fix your gaze directly before you.  Make level paths for your feet and take only ways that are firm.  Do not swerve to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.  (Proverbs 4:25-27)
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 8:16-18 

· If the lamp stands for the word of God, what lesson and warning does this passage contain about how I should listen and apply what I hear?  
Luke 8:19-21

· How does Jesus’ response challenge the world’s view of family? 

· What does Jesus redefinition of human closeness reveal about God’s vision for how we should relate to one another?
· What implication does this have for other tribal-type associations and loyalties?
· Who or what kind of people would be threatened by Jesus’ view of human relational loyalties, and who would be encouraged and comforted?
· What has been my experience of family as Jesus redefined it?
· What is the basis upon which I feel kinship and closeness to someone? 
PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Wednesday, February 1

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. (Proverbs 17:17)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 8:22-25

· Picture Jesus sleeping in the midst of a squall.  What is the significance of this picture?  

Luke 8:27-29

· What was the condition of the demon-possessed man as described in these verses?
· What is the significance of the fact that he had lived in the tombs?  
· How does the life of this demon-possessed man describe my life before Christ?   

Luke 8:30

· Why did Jesus ask him, “What is your name?”
· Given the deep significance of a person’s name in Hebrew culture, how does Jesus’ question give dignity to this demon-possessed man?
Luke 8:31

· What was the significance of the man’s response?  [A Roman legion was composed of 5,000 men.]
· What are some ways in which there are a legion of voices inside of people today, and what are the sources of these voices?

Luke 8:35

· Reflect on the description of the man after his healing.
· How would the demon-possessed man have answered the question “What is your name?” after his healing?

Luke 8:32-37

· What is surprising about the townspeople’s reaction to the man’s healing?
· Many people find the radical change that Christ makes possible threatening, and think that following Christ is fine as long as it stays within certain tame boundaries.  What are some situations today in which someone’s transformation in Christ might not be welcomed because of financial setbacks such transformation may cause?
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, February 2

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  (Romans 12:10) 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 8:40-48

· Why does Jesus want to know who touched him?  
· How must the woman have felt when Jesus asked who touched him?  
· Think about how the woman must have felt as she was going home. 
· What is the significance of the fact that Jesus stopped for this woman while Jairus’s daughter was dying?
· In this large crowd of people, it was only this woman who had a meaningful contact with Jesus that day.  What was the crucial difference between the crowd and this woman?

Luke 8:49-56

· Think about how Jairus might have felt when Jesus was delaying to listen to this woman, and then finally when he heard the news that her daughter is dead.     
· What was Jairus’s response when Jesus told him to not be afraid and just believe?  
· What did Jairus experience as a result of the delay caused by the bleeding woman?  
· What should be my attitude when God seems to be “delaying”?
PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

friday, February 3

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. 
Does he speak and then not act?  Does he promise and not fulfill?  (Numbers 23:19)

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 9:1-9

· Who are the people in my life to whom I need to be sent in order to preach and heal?
· How might the disciples have felt when Jesus told them to take nothing for their journey, including no food, money, or extra clothes? 
· Why do you think the disciples were told to “stay” in one house until they leave that town? 
· Who are the people that God is asking me to “stay” with?
PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday, February 4

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind.  (1 Samuel 15:29) 
reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life

