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Devotion Time: 2012 Devotions: Luke 8-9, Self-Study


                  January 30, 2012 – February 4, 2012

Luke DT Thematic Approach

This is a new, optional format for the DTs.  Instead of the usual reflection questions, we provided some themes, clues, or phrases from the text for you to think about as you study and apply the passage.  Do not feel limited by what’s provided, and do not try to work on all the clues.  Please do not approach DTs as a worksheet you must complete.  The emphasis should not be on “answering” all the prompts, but in allowing the text to address you. So, please be sure to personalize and apply each day’s text to your life.  Each day, ask: what is God showing me about himself, about life, and about me through this text?

monday, january 30

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary?  Who may live on your holy hill?  He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous, who speaks the truth from his heart and has no slander on his tongue, who does his neighbor no wrong and casts no slur on his fellowman, who despises a vile man but honors those who fear the LORD, 
who keeps his oath even when it hurts, who lends his money without usury and does not accept a bribe against the innocent.  He who does these things will never be shaken. (Psalm 15:1-5) 
Bible Text


Luke 8:1-15

The Parable of the Sower
8     After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means. 

4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6 Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” 

When he said this, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, 
“ ‘though seeing, they may not see; 
though hearing, they may not understand.’a
11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

SOME IDEAS AND WORDS TO CONSIDER
· Traveled, town, village …

· Disciples asked … 

· Seed, four soils …

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, january 31

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Let your eyes look straight ahead, fix your gaze directly before you.  Make level paths for your feet and take only ways that are firm.  Do not swerve to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.  (Proverbs 4:25-27)

Bible Text


Luke 8:16-21

A Lamp on a Stand
16 “No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17 For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. 18 Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him.” 

Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
19 Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. 20 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.” 

21 He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.”
SOME IDEAS AND WORDS TO CONSIDER 

· Lamp, light, listen

· New definition of family

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

Wednesday, February 1

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. (Proverbs 17:17)

Bible Text


Luke 8:22-38

Jesus Calms the Storm
22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger. 

24 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” 

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm. 25 “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples. 

In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.” 

The Healing of a Demon-possessed Man
26 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes,a which is across the lake from Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For Jesus had commanded the evilb spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places. 

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And they begged him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 

32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, and he gave them permission. 33 When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

34 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, 35 and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 37 Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left. 

38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him. 

SOME IDEAS AND WORDS TO CONSIDER

· Jesus asleep in the midst of the storm 

· What is your name?

· Tombs, chained hand and foot … dressed and in his right mind.

· Overcome with fear 

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, February 2

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  (Romans 12:10) 

Bible Text

Luke 8:40-56

A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman
40 Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him. 41 Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus’ feet, pleading with him to come to his house 42 because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. 

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 43 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years,a but no one could heal her. 44 She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 

45 “Who touched me?” Jesus asked. 

When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you.” 

46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me.” 

47 Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 48 Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” 

49 While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. “Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher any more.” 

50 Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.” 

51 When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and mother. 52 Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.” 

53 They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54 But he took her by the hand and said, “My child, get up!” 55 Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56 Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened. 

SOME IDEAS AND WORDS TO CONSIDER
· Crowds … a woman … twelve years …

· Touched …

· Daughter

· Don’t be afraid … 

PERSONAL PRAYER





· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


friday, February 3

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. 
Does he speak and then not act?  Does he promise and not fulfill?  (Numbers 23:19)
Bible Text


Luke 9:1-9 

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve
9     When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 He told them: “Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 4 Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5 If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them.” 6 So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere. 

7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was perplexed, because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, 8 others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life. 9 But Herod said, “I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things about?” And he tried to see him.

SOME IDEAS AND WORDS TO CONSIDER 

· Preach, heal

· No staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic 

· Stay there … 

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


saturday, February 4

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind.  (1 Samuel 15:29) 
reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you, and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel, or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it, or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim, and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER






· Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text, or upon reflection over recent events in your life

a  Isaiah 6:9





a  Some manuscripts Gadarenes; other manuscripts Gergesenes; also in verse 37





b  Greek unclean





a  Many manuscripts years, and she had spent all she had on doctors








