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Devotion Time: 2012 Devotions: Luke 12-13, Reflection Questions Only 

                 
February 20- February 25, 2012 

Monday, february 20

Prayer For Today’s DT







“…The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation.  He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior—from violent men you save me.  I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.”  (2 Samuel 22:2-4) 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Luke 12:15  

· If a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions, what does it consist of?

Luke 12:16-21  

· What can we learn about the nature of greed from this parable?
· Count the number of times the words “I” and “my” appear in this passage.  What does this reveal about this man?
· What made the man feel so confident and secure?  On what basis do people feel confident and secure?  On what basis do you feel confident and secure? 

· What does it mean to be rich towards God?
· In what ways can I be rich towards God?
PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, february 21

Prayer For Today’s DT






Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  Who is he that condemns?  Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  (Romans 8:33-34).   
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 12:22-23 

· What is Jesus saying about the nature of humanity here?
Luke 12:24-28  

· According to this passage, what truths about God and about life make worrying foolish?

Luke 12:29-32  

· On what basis are we to not worry, but focus instead on seeking God’s kingdom?
Luke 12:33-34  

· What concrete ways of shifting my heart heavenward are suggested by this text?

PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, february 22

Prayer For Today’s DT

And he said to man, “The fear of the Lord—that is wisdom, and to shun evil is understanding.”  (Job 28:28).  
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Luke 12:35-40

· What is surprising about the master’s reward for the servant who is ready when returns?

· What does this response reveal about his heart?

Luke 12:41-46

· What is the master’s expectation for the servant?

· What might have been the unfaithful servant’s thinking as he was saying to himself, “My master is taking a long time in coming”? 

· How is my sensitivity to consequences?  Does my sensitivity diminish as long as it won’t happen today?  Or not until next month?  Next year?  The next decade?

Luke 12:47-48

· Out of the three characters represented in this parable – servant/manager, menservants/maidservants, and unbelievers – who is in the most privileged position?  Why? 

· Which character do I identify with?  

· What has God entrusted me with?  

· How have I been responsible with this privilege?

· What is the cost when I fail to fulfill my responsibility?

· What is my attitude towards my Master’s return?  How is this reflected in my life?

PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

thursday, february 23
Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding.  To him belongs eternal praise.  (Psalm 111:10).  
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Luke 12:51-53

· What kind of peace does Jesus refer to in v. 51?
· Why would living a life for Jesus cause division?  
· Why does Jesus use the family context to describe the division he brings?
Luke 12:54-56

· Why did Jesus call the crowd hypocrites in v. 56? 
Luke 12:57-59

· How should I be interpreting the present time, according to v. 58?
· If going before the judge refers to the final judgment at the end of one’s life, what does being “reconciled to the adversary on the way” refer to?
· According to this passage, what is the only thing that matters in the end?

PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

FRIDAY, february 24

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Stay away from a foolish man, for you will not find knowledge on his lips.  (Proverbs 14:7).  
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 13:1-5

· What false notion was Jesus addressing by asking two rhetorical questions about the victims of these tragic events?
· “Unless you repent…”  With these words repeated twice, Jesus emphasizes that the issue of ultimate importance is that they repent.  In what ways do I need to heed this warning?
Luke 13:6-9

· Why was the owner’s reaction to the fruitlessness of the fig tree appropriate?
· What then does genuine repentance look like?

· The gardener represents Jesus who pleads on our behalf to give us grace.  The gardener says that he’ll “dig around” and “fertilize” the tree.  What would it look like for me to respond to these efforts of the gardener?

PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

saturday,  february 25

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, 
or you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared.  (Proverbs 22:24-25).  
reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or a relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?
PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

