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Devotion Time: 2012 Devotions: Luke 9-10, Reflection Questions with Text 

                 
February 6- February 11, 2012 

Monday, february 6

Prayer For Today’s DT







One generation will commend your works to another;  they will tell of your mighty acts.  They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty, and I will meditate on your wonderful works. They will tell of the power of your awesome works, and I will proclaim your great deeds.(Psalm 145:4-6)

Bible Text


Luke 9:10-27

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
10 When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 11 but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing. 

12 Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here.” 

13 He replied, “You give them something to eat.” 

They answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd.” 14 (About five thousand men were there.) 

But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” 15 The disciples did so, and everybody sat down. 16 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people. 17 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 

Peter’s Confession of Christ
18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” 

19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.” 

20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “The Christa of God.” 

21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 

23 Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God.” 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Luke 9:10-17

· What can I learn about love from the following phrases?

· “…but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them…”

· “You give them something to eat.”

· “He gave thanks and broke them…”

· “They all ate and were satisfied.”

· “The disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.”

· What are my five loaves and two fish?

Luke 9:18-27

· “But what about you?” is the same question that Jesus asks of me today.  Who is Jesus to me?

· What are the implications of my answer?

Luke 9:22-25

· Why did Jesus begin talking about the cross upon Peter’s confession?

· Jesus clearly commands those who made the same confession as Peter to follow him to the cross.  How can Jesus be so confident to invite us to die with him?  

PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

tuesday, february 7

Prayer For Today’s DT






Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.(Micah 7:18-19)
Bible Text


Luke 9:28-45
The Transfiguration
28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, 31 appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.) 

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen. 

The Healing of a Boy With an Evil Spirit
37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him. 38 A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. 39 A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him. 40 I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.” 

41 “O unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you and put up with you? Bring your son here.” 

42 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the evila spirit, healed the boy and gave him back to his father. 43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. 

While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples, 44 “Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.” 45 But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it. 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 9:28-36

· What is the significance of Jesus talking to Moses and Elijah, two figures from the Old Testament representing OT prophecies, about his departure?
· What is the problem with Peter’s response in this text?
· In what ways am I like Peter?

Luke 9:37-45

· In what ways does sin “seize” people and cause them to do things that they had not intended, leaving them powerless over their own life?
· How is the father’s love for his son manifested?
· How can I best love the people in my life?
· What is the significance of Jesus telling the disciples about his impending death while everyone was marveling at what he had done?
PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

wednesday, february 8

Prayer For Today’s DT

He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see and fear and put their trust in the LORD. (Psalm 40:2-3)
Bible Text


Luke 9:46-62
Who Will Be the Greatest?
46 An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest. 47 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand beside him. 48 Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is least among you all—he is the greatest.” 

49 “Master,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop him, because he is not one of us.” 

50 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for whoever is not against you is for you.” 

Samaritan Opposition
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy thema?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56 andb they went to another village. 

The Cost of Following Jesus
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 

58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 

59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” 

But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 

60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family.” 

62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 9:46-48

· In what ways am I preoccupied with this argument that broke out among the disciples?
· What kind of person will welcome a “little child”?

Luke 9:57-62

· None of these three men ended up following Jesus.  What did they value?
· How does Jesus describe one who is unfit for the service in the kingdom of God?  Are there ways in which I am “looking back”?
· Why does Jesus seem to discourage these men from following him?  

PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


thursday, february 9

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. (John 8:32, 34-36)
Bible Text


Luke 10:1-24
Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-two
10     After this the Lord appointed seventy-twoa others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 
5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house. 
8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’ 10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 
13 “Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.b
16 “He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 

17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” 

18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. 
22 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 

23 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Luke 10:1-2  

· Jesus saw this world as a harvest field.  Contrast this to how I view this world.
· According to this passage, what must my life be about as a follower of Jesus?
· What is my harvest field? 

Luke 10:7-8

· What should be the attitude of the disciples about basic necessities of life? 

Luke 10:17-21

· What is the source of their joy in v. 17?
· What is the source of joy Jesus refers to in v. 20?
· How do these two differ?

· Why was Jesus full of joy (v. 21)?

· What about “the wise and learned” makes it difficult for them to see “these things” which the “little children” easily see?


Luke 10:23-24

· What is true blessing?

PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

FRIDAY, february 10

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. (Proverbs 3:3)

Bible Text


Luke 10:25-37
The Parable of the Good Samaritan
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

27 He answered: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’a; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’b” 

28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coinsc and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Luke 10:30-37

· What reasons might the priest and the Levite have cited for their avoidance?
· According to this parable, what is Jesus’ answer to the question “Who is my neighbor”?
· In what ways does sin rob, strip and beat people?

· In what ways was Jesus like this Good Samaritan for me?
· In what ways is the “inn” a metaphor for the church?
· How have I responded to Jesus’ command: “Go and do likewise.”

PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.


saturday,  february 11

Prayer FOR TODAY’S DT

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8)
reflection questions

Reread the passages from this week and review your DTs.  Consider the themes in the text and what lessons emerged for you and write a personal reflection based on this week’s DT.  The questions below are provided as prompts to help you.

Did the text provide:

· a truth, wisdom or lesson I need to affirm or apply?

· some aspect of the Gospel or God’s salvation plan that I learned in a fresh way?

· a biblical norm, standard or value? How do I measure up to it or what is my response to it?

· a picture of God’s heart that I need to appreciate or more deeply embrace?

· a description of folly, sin, or a relational problem that I need to address?

· a mirror that shows me an aspect of my life that is contrary to God’s word?

· a promise that I can claim and place my trust in?

· a corrective to ideas or tendencies in today’s culture?

· a course of action I need to commit to?

PERSONAL PRAYER






Please write out a prayer of commitment or confession either based on today’s text or upon reflection over recent events in your life.

a  Or Messiah





a  Greek unclean


a  Some manuscripts them, even as Elijah did


b  Some manuscripts them. And he said, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of, for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” And





a  Some manuscripts seventy; also in verse 17


b  Greek Hades


a  Deut. 6:5


b  Lev. 19:18


c  Greek two denarii





