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PRAYER REQUESTS

PHILIPPIANS 4:6
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
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1.

Read the text several times.
•
1st reading: Read the text
•
2nd reading: Annotate the text by marking key words & phrases. Remember that key word
phrase is one that is essential to the text, and is often repeated.
•
3rd reading: Chunk the text. This step will help you identify the flow of the text. Bracket the
verses that seem to go together into sections and make a five-word maximum heading or title
for each section.

2.

Organize your key words and phrases into lists or groups, noting the following:
•
Parallelism
ex: series of “I will” statements and series of “You will” statements (Jeremiah 29:11-13)
•
Contrast
ex: “house which is called by my name” vs. “den of robbers” (Jeremiah 7:8-11)
•
Progression
ex: “bend their tongue”à “falsehood” à “not truth” à “from evil to evil” à “not know me”
(Jeremiah 9:1-3)
•
Repetition
ex: “my people” (Jeremiah 9:1-3)
•
Commands
ex: “Fear Not” (Isaiah 43:1-3)
•
Notable phrases
ex: “trust in deceptive words” (Jeremiah 7:8-11); “violence and destruction” (Jeremiah
20:7-9)
•
Themes
ex: Truth About Mankind; No One Calls Upon God (Isaiah 64:6-9)
•
Words of Causation & Effect
ex: “I speak” “I cry out” has resulted in “Reproach” “Derision” (Jeremiah 20:7-9)

3.

Develop OBSERVATION QUESTIONS. These are “right there” questions, because the answers
can be located directly in the text.
•
ASK THE 5 W’s and H
o
Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?
o
FOLLOW THE FLOW of the passage when coming up with questions rather than
generating questions based on each key word. (Using the headings/titles you made
helps.)
o
Write questions for which the answers are the keywords or lists, patterns, commands,
and notable phrases.
o
Example question sets:
§
“What are the characteristics of idols?” “How are idols created?” “What does
idolatry lead to?” (Isaiah 44:9-22)
§
“What does the man do with the idol he made?” “Why is this folly?” (Isaiah
44:9-22)

4.

Develop DISCUSSION QUESTIONS. These are “text & me” questions, because they require you
to search the text and think as you make connections, inferences, and consider context through
synthesizing evidence from throughout the text.
•
Ask the WHY questions not obvious from the text.
o
Why does God hide his face from us? (Isaiah 64:6-9)
o
Why does Jeremiah say God has deceived him? (Jeremiah 20:7-9)
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Ask the HOW questions…
o
How does one repent from idolatry? (Isaiah 44:9-22)
o
How would these people have felt as they heard God saying, “I know the plans I have
for you…for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope?” (Jeremiah
29:11-13)
Explore relationships between various observations
o
What do you think is the relationship between investment and worship? (Isaiah 44:922)
o
What is the relationship between using your speech as a weapon and falsehood?
(Jeremiah 9:1-3)
Explore relationships between commands & truths
o
What is the relationship between “Do not fear” and the following:
§
What God has already done?
§
“I will be with you?”
§
Who God is?
§
God’s view of his people?
§
What he is willing to do for you? (Isaiah 43:1-3)
Explore the relevance or meaning of certain phrases that you are not sure of (You
may want to use the ESV Study Bible or other Bible verses that may further explain)
o
What does “Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you” mean? (ESV
Study Bible) God will move history for the sake of his people. “Egypt” alludes to the
exodus. The more remote Cush and Seba may imply that God wil go to any length and
alter the history of any nation for the sake of his people’s salvation. (Isaiah 43:1-3)
Explore the significance of repetitions or patterns
o
Describe the progression of these treacherous men (Jeremiah 9:1-3)

Develop APPLICATION QUESTIONS. These are “on my own” questions, where you are using
your study of the text to make connections to your own life.
•
Utilize the discussion questions to come up with applications
o
1) What is God’s view of me? What is it based on? 2) What is the world’s view of me?
What is it based on? 3) What is my view of myself? Does it match more with God’s
view or the world’s view of me? (Isaiah 43:1-3)
o
In what ways am I using my speech to make excuses for my sin? How has this led to
more falsehood in my life? (Jeremiah 9:1-3)
o
How do I feel about the fact that this (searches and tests the heart) is what God does?
Is this a good thing? (Jeremiah 17:9-10)
•
As a way to generate broader applications, think about how this message would
apply to different groups of people (eg. lonely elderly, frustrated teenager, insecure
woman, someone facing financial worries, feeling stuck spiritually, unthinking, or
someone with past traumas, hurts…)
o
Who are the people who are feeling alone, overwhelmed or consumed? What promises
of God can I minister to them with? (Isaiah 43:1-3)
•
Does scripture expose any error in your belief or your behavior?
o
What am I investing in? What am I worshiping? What idolatry am I engaged in?
(Isaiah 44:9-22)
o
How does this picture of what it takes to be a prophet sit with me? (Jeremiah 9:1-3)
•
What instruction is God giving you as his child?
o
What is the personal “exile” I need to impose on myself so that I am regularly calling
upon God, coming and praying and seeking God? (Jeremiah 29:11-13)
o
Whom do I listen to when I am afraid? Whom should I listen to? How much does
“Thus says the LORD” have authority in my life when facing fears? (Isaiah 43:1-3)
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BIBLE STUDY
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2016

GALATIANS 1 (ESV)
1 Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus
Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the
brothers who are with me,
To the churches of Galatia:
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ, 4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil
age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in
the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there
is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort
the gospel of Christ.8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be
accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is
preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be
accursed.
10 For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I
trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be
a servant of Christ.
11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached
by me is not man's gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor
was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For
you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church
of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14 And I was advancing in Judaism
beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was
I for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when he who had set me
apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace,16 was pleased to
reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles,
I did not immediately consult with anyone; 17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem
to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and
returned again to Damascus.
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and
remained with him fifteen days. 19 But I saw none of the other apostles
except James the Lord's brother. 20 (In what I am writing to you, before
God, I do not lie!) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and
Cilicia. 22 And I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that
are in Christ. 23 They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute
us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they
glorified God because of me.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2016

GALATIANS 2 (ESV)
1 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking
Titus along with me. 2 I went up because of a revelation and set before them
(though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I
proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had
not run in vain.3 But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be
circumcised, though he was a Greek. 4 Yet because of false brothers secretly
brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ
Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— 5 to them we did not yield in
submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be
preserved for you. 6 And from those who seemed to be influential (what they
were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, I say, who
seemed influential added nothing to me. 7 On the contrary, when they saw
that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter
had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked
through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also
through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John,
who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave
the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the
Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the
poor, the very thing I was eager to do.
11 But

when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he
stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he was eating
with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself,
fearing the circumcision party. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically
along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But
when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I
said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and
not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”
15 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know
that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus
Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by
faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no
one will be justified.
17 But

if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be
sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I rebuild what I
tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19 For through the law I died
to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It
is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the
law, then Christ died for no purpose.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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PRAYER OF REPENTANCE & COMMITMENT

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

11

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

BIBLE STUDY

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2016

GALATIANS 3 (ESV)
1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes
that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you only
this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with
faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being
perfected by the flesh?4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed
it was in vain? 5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works
miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith—
6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness”?
7 Know

then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And
the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the
nations be blessed.”9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along
with Abraham, the man of faith.
10 For

all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is
written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in
the Book of the Law, and do them.” 11 Now it is evident that no one is
justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by
faith.” 12 But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall
live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is
hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham
might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised
Spirit through faith.
15 To

give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant,
no one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. 16 Now the
promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say,
“And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your
offspring,” who is Christ. 17 This is what I mean: the law, which came 430
years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so
as to make the promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it
no longer comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.
19 Why

then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the
offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and it
was put in place through angels by an intermediary. 20 Now an
intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.
21 Is

the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a
law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed
be by the law.22 But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so
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that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who
believe.
23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned
until the coming faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was
our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by
faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a
guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through
faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs
according to promise.

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 2016

GALATIANS 4 (ESV)
4 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a
slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians
and managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we also,
when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the
world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his
Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.6 And because
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son,
then an heir through God.
8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that
by nature are not gods. 9 But now that you have come to know God, or
rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and
worthless elementary principles of the world, whose slaves you want to be
once more? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years! 11 I
am afraid I may have labored over you in vain.
12 Brothers,

I entreat you, become as I am, for I also have become as you
are. You did me no wrong. 13 You know it was because of a bodily ailment
that I preached the gospel to you at first, 14 and though my condition was
a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an
angel of God, as Christ Jesus.15 What then has become of your
blessedness? For I testify to you that, if possible, you would have gouged
out your eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I then become your enemy
by telling you the truth? 17 They make much of you, but for no good
purpose. They want to shut you out, that you may make much of
them. 18 It is always good to be made much of for a good purpose,
and not only when I am present with you, 19 my little children, for whom I
am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 20 I
wish I could be present with you now and change my tone, for I am
perplexed about you.
21 Tell

me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the
law? 22 For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman
and one by a free woman. 23 But the son of the slave was born according
to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born through
promise. 24 Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are
two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she
is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the
present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the
Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written,
“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear;
15
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break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor!
For the children of the desolate one will be more
than those of the one who has a husband.”
28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at
that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was
born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30 But what does the
Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the
slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” 31 So,
brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the free woman.

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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REFLECTION
Please review this week based on one of the reflection prompts below.
1.

How did God speak to you through the DTs this week?

2. Review significant difficulties or struggles of the past week. What stands out? Has there been some conflict,
difficulty, or a conversation that you need to review, process, resolve, or respond to more fully?
3. Review significant triumphs or joys of the past week. What stands out? What about that event or experience is
particularly noteworthy? What can you learn about yourself, about God, or about life from this? What applications for
the future flow from this?
4. Review any relational problems you are in the midst of. If God placed people in your life to help you see yourself,
what message about yourself emerges from considering your relationships?
5. Examine your fears. What are you afraid of? List them. (e.g., is there something you’ve dreaded, or someone
you’ve avoided this past week?) What has been your response to these fears this past week? How will you respond
better to these fears in the coming week?
6.
Examine your desires or discontents. Describe them honestly. Write a reflection based on what these reveal to
you, as you interact with this past week’s DT passages.
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BIBLE STUDY

MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2016

GALATIANS 5 (ESV)
1 For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.
2 Look:

I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of
no advantage to you. 3 I testify again to every man who accepts
circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. 4 You are severed
from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away
from grace. 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for
the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love.
7 You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the
truth? 8 This persuasion is not from him who calls you. 9 A little leaven
leavens the whole lump.10 I have confidence in the Lord that you will take
no other view, and the one who is troubling you will bear the penalty,
whoever he is. 11 But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still
being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been
removed. 12 I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, watch
out that you are not consumed by one another.
16 But

I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh.17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of
the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to
keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18 But if you are led by
the Spirit, you are not under the law.19 Now the works of the flesh are
evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity,
strife,
jealousy,
fits
of
anger,
rivalries,
dissensions,
divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you,
as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness,
goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, selfcontrol; against such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
25 If

we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us
not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
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y MONDAY, AUGUST 15

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2016

GALATIANS 6 (ESV)
1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest
you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he
deceives himself. 4 But let each one test his own work, and then his reason
to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. 5 For each will
have to bear his own load.
6 Let

the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one
who teaches. 7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one
sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will
from the Spirit reap eternal life.9 And let us not grow weary of doing good,
for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who
are of the household of faith.
11 See

with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 12 It is
those who want to make a good showing in the flesh who would force
you to be circumcised, and only in order that they may not be persecuted
for the cross of Christ. 13 For even those who are circumcised do not
themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they
may boast in your flesh. 14 But far be it from me to boast except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to
me, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision counts for anything,
nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And as for all who walk by this
rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.
17 From

now on let no one cause me trouble, for I bear on my body the
marks of Jesus.

18 The

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?

24

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

y TUESDAY, AUGUST 16

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

y TUESDAY, AUGUST 16

PRAYER OF REPENTANCE & COMMITMENT

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

25

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2016

EPHESIANS 1 (ESV)
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus:
2 Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined
us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of
his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us
in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,8 which
he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in
Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things
in heaven and things on earth.
11 In

him
we
have
obtained an
inheritance, having
been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things
according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to
hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
15 For

this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for
you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of
revelation in the knowledge of him,18 having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who
believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and
gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.
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BIBLE STUDY

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2016

EPHESIANS 2 (ESV)
1 And

you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of
the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—
3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out
the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because
of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no
one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in
them.
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called
“the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in
the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated
from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers
to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who
has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall
of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the
two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came
and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who
were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the
Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of
God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also
are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
11
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 2016

EPHESIANS 3 (ESV)
1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles—2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's
grace that was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to
me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can
perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery
is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7 Of

this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace,
which was given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am
the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things, 10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of
God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access
with confidence through our faith in him. 13 So I ask you not to lose heart
over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory.
14 For

this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every
family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of
his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his
Spirit in your inner being,17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length
and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
20 Now

to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask
or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.
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Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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y SATURDAY, AUGUST 20

REFLECTION
Please review this week based on one of the reflection prompts below.
1.

How did God speak to you through the DTs this week?

2. Review significant difficulties or struggles of the past week. What stands out? Has there been some conflict,
difficulty, or a conversation that you need to review, process, resolve, or respond to more fully?
3. Review significant triumphs or joys of the past week. What stands out? What about that event or experience is
particularly noteworthy? What can you learn about yourself, about God, or about life from this? What applications for
the future flow from this?
4. Review any relational problems you are in the midst of. If God placed people in your life to help you see yourself,
what message about yourself emerges from considering your relationships?
5. Examine your fears. What are you afraid of? List them. (e.g., is there something you’ve dreaded, or someone
you’ve avoided this past week?) What has been your response to these fears this past week? How will you respond
better to these fears in the coming week?
6.
Examine your desires or discontents. Describe them honestly. Write a reflection based on what these reveal to
you, as you interact with this past week’s DT passages.
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BIBLE STUDY

MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2016

EPHESIANS 4 (ESV)
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy
of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body
and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to
your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in all.7 But grace was given to each
one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.8 Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,
and he gave gifts to men.”
9 (In

saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also
descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who descended is the
one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all
things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,
the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by
every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body,
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when
each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself
up in love.
17 Now

this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as
the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance
that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19 They have become
callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice
every kind of impurity. 20 But that is not the way you learned Christ!—
21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the
truth is in Jesus, 22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former
manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires,23 and to be
renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created
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after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.
25 Therefore,

having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the
truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26 Be angry
and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no
opportunity to the devil.28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him
labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have
something to share with anyone in need. 29 Let no corrupting talk come
out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the
occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve
the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day
of redemption.31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and
slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave
you.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2016

EPHESIANS 5 (ESV)
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in
love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.
3 But

sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be
named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness
nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let
there be thanksgiving.5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is
sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has
no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive
you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God
comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become
partners with them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found
in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing
to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but
instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that
they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes
visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
15 Look

carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making
the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the
Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks
always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.
22 Wives,

submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband
is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body,
and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also
wives should submit in everything to their husbands.

25 Husbands,

love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to
himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she
might be holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should
love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves
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himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of
his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold
fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is
profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the
church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let
the wife see that she respects her husband.
HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2016

EPHESIANS 6 (ESV)
1 Children,

obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your
father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a
promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the
land.” 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up
in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
5 Bondservants,

obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a
sincere heart, as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service,
as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God
from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not
to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive
back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. 9 Masters, do
the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both
their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.
10 Finally,

be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put
on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the
schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers
over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand
firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having
put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet,
having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all
times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert
with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19 and also for
me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in
chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.
21 So that you also may know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus
the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord will tell you
everything. 22 I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may
know how we are, and that he may encourage your hearts.
23 Peace

be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ
with love incorruptible.
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BIBLE STUDY

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2016

PHILIPPIANS 1 (ESV)
1 Paul

and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and
deacons:
2 Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3I

thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer
of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of
this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion
at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all,
because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of
grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of
the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the
affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound
more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of
Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
12 I

want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has
really served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known
throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my
imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, having become
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak
the word without fear.
15 Some

indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good
will.16 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the
defense of the gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish
ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my
imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense
or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.
Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as
it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but
that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my
body, whether by life or by death.21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die
is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet
which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two.
My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to
remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.25 Convinced of
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this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress
and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.
27 Only

let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the
faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents.
This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and
that from God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of
Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his
sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that
I still have.

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 2016

PHILIPPIANS 2 (ESV)
1 So

if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy
by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and
of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but
in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of
you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of
others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.
12 Therefore,

my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as
in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both
to will and to work for his good pleasure.
14 Do

all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst
of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in
the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I
may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to
be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith,
I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad and
rejoice with me.
19 I

hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too
may be cheered by news of you. 20 For I have no one like him, who will be
genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own
interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy's proven
worth, how as a son with a father he has served with me in the gospel. 23 I
hope therefore to send him just as soon as I see how it will go with
me, 24 and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will come also.
25 I

have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and
fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my
need, 26 for he has been longing for you all and has been distressed
because you heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, near to death. But
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God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should
have sorrow upon sorrow. 28 I am the more eager to send him, therefore,
that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less
anxious. 29 So receive him in the Lord with all joy, and honor such
men, 30 for he nearly died for the work of Christ, risking his life to
complete what was lacking in your service to me.

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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REFLECTION
Please review this week based on one of the reflection prompts below.
1.

How did God speak to you through the DTs this week?

2. Review significant difficulties or struggles of the past week. What stands out? Has there been some conflict,
difficulty, or a conversation that you need to review, process, resolve, or respond to more fully?
3. Review significant triumphs or joys of the past week. What stands out? What about that event or experience is
particularly noteworthy? What can you learn about yourself, about God, or about life from this? What applications for
the future flow from this?
4. Review any relational problems you are in the midst of. If God placed people in your life to help you see yourself,
what message about yourself emerges from considering your relationships?
5. Examine your fears. What are you afraid of? List them. (e.g., is there something you’ve dreaded, or someone
you’ve avoided this past week?) What has been your response to these fears this past week? How will you respond
better to these fears in the coming week?
6.
Examine your desires or discontents. Describe them honestly. Write a reflection based on what these reveal to
you, as you interact with this past week’s DT passages.
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BIBLE STUDY

MONDAY, AUGUST 29, 2016

PHILIPPIANS 3 (ESV)
1 Finally,

my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you
is no trouble to me and is safe for you.
2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit
of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh—
4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone
else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;6 as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,
blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of
Christ.8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from
the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power
of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his
death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the
dead.
12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God
in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in
anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let
us hold true to what we have attained.
17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who
walk according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have
often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the
cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they
glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship
is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who
will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power
that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
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BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2016

PHILIPPIANS 4 (ESV)
1 Therefore,

my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.

2 I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, I ask you
also, true companion, help these women, who have labored side by side with
me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow
workers, whose names are in the book of life.
4 Rejoice

in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness
be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. 9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
10 I

rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your
concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no
opportunity. 11 Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in
whatever situation I am to be content. 12 I know how to be brought low, and I
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret
of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through
him who strengthens me.
14 Yet

it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves
know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church
entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you
only. 16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and
again. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your
credit. 18 I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice
acceptable and pleasing to God.19 And my God will supply every need of
yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father
be glory forever and ever. Amen.
21 Greet

every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet
you. 22 All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's household.

23 The
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grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
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BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2016

COLOSSIANS 1 (ESV)
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our
brother,
2 To

the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we
pray for you,4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love
that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in
heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the
gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing
fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it
and understood the grace of God in truth, 7 just as you learned it
from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of
Christ on your behalf 8 and has made known to us your love in the Spirit.
9 And

so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you,
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the
Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God.11 May you be strengthened with all
power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and
patience with joy, 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to
share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us
from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He

is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For
by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the
body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in
everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order
to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if
indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting
from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in
all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
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24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am
filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body,
that is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister according to the
stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of
God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now
revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone
mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he
powerfully works within me.

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2016

COLOSSIANS 2 (ESV)
1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at
Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, 2 that their hearts may
be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full
assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is
Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I
say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible
arguments. 5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit,
rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ.
6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.
8 See

to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world,
and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the whole fullness of deity
dwells bodily,10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule
and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made
without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of
Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised
him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having
forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the
cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame,
by triumphing over them in him.
16 Therefore

let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink,
or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17 These are a shadow
of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let no
one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in
detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous
mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body,
nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a
growth that is from God.
20 If

with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you
were still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations— 21 “Do not handle,
Do not taste, Do not touch” 22 (referring to things that all perish as they are
used)—according to human precepts and teachings? 23 These have indeed an
appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and asceticism and
severity to the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of
the flesh.
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BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2016

COLOSSIANS 3 (ESV)
1 If

then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is
your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
5 Put

to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On
account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In these you too once
walked, when you were living in them.8 But now you must put them all
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your
mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old
self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
12 Put

on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness
in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.
18 Wives,

submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands,
love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your
parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke
your children, lest they become discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in
everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service,
as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the
Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for
men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as
your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will
be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality.

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

67

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?

68

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

y FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

y FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

PRAYER OF REPENTANCE & COMMITMENT

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

69

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016
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REFLECTION
Please review this week based on one of the reflection prompts below.
1.

How did God speak to you through the DTs this week?

2. Review significant difficulties or struggles of the past week. What stands out? Has there been some conflict,
difficulty, or a conversation that you need to review, process, resolve, or respond to more fully?
3. Review significant triumphs or joys of the past week. What stands out? What about that event or experience is
particularly noteworthy? What can you learn about yourself, about God, or about life from this? What applications for
the future flow from this?
4. Review any relational problems you are in the midst of. If God placed people in your life to help you see yourself,
what message about yourself emerges from considering your relationships?
5. Examine your fears. What are you afraid of? List them. (e.g., is there something you’ve dreaded, or someone
you’ve avoided this past week?) What has been your response to these fears this past week? How will you respond
better to these fears in the coming week?
6.
Examine your desires or discontents. Describe them honestly. Write a reflection based on what these reveal to
you, as you interact with this past week’s DT passages.
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BIBLE STUDY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2016

COLOSSIANS 4 (ESV)
1 Masters,

treat your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also
have a Master in heaven.

2 Continue

steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with
thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to
us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of
which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to
speak.
5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. 6 Let
your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how you ought to answer each person.
7 Tychicus

will tell you all about my activities. He is a beloved brother and
faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. 8 I have sent him to you
for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that he may
encourage your hearts,9 and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved
brother, who is one of you. They will tell you of everything that has taken
place here.
10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and Mark the cousin of
Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructions—if he comes
to you, welcome him), 11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only
men of the circumcision among my fellow workers for the kingdom of
God, and they have been a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you,
a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your behalf in
his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of
God. 13 For I bear him witness that he has worked hard for you and for
those in Laodicea and in Hierapolis. 14 Luke the beloved physician greets
you, as does Demas. 15 Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and
to Nympha and the church in her house. 16 And when this letter has been
read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see
that you also read the letter from Laodicea. 17 And say to Archippus, “See
that you fulfill the ministry that you have received in the Lord.”
18 I,

Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my
chains. Grace be with you.
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BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2016

1 THESSALONIANS 1 (ESV)
1 Paul,

Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
2 We

give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you
in our prayers, 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen
you, 5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of
men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much
affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only has the
word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but
your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say
anything. 9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception
we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the
living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.
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BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2016

1 THESSALONIANS 2 (ESV)
For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in
vain.2 But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at
Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the
gospel of God in the midst of much conflict. 3 For our appeal does not
spring from error or impurity or any attempt to deceive, 4 but just as we
have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak,
not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts. 5 For we never
came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—
God is witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory from people, whether from you or
from others, though we could have made demands as apostles of
Christ. 7 But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care
of her own children. 8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were
ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own
selves, because you had become very dear to us.
1

9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and
day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to
you the gospel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and
righteous and blameless was our conduct toward you believers. 11 For you
know how, like a father with his children, 12 we exhorted each one of you
and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of
God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.
13 And

we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the
word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word
of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you
believers. 14 For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God
in Christ Jesus that are in Judea. For you suffered the same things from
your own countrymen as they did from the Jews, 15 who killed both the
Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out, and displease God
and oppose all mankind 16 by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles
that they might be saved—so as always to fill up the measure of their sins.
But wrath has come upon them at last!
17 But

since we were torn away from you, brothers, for a short time, in
person not in heart, we endeavored the more eagerly and with great
desire to see you face to face, 18 because we wanted to come to you—I,
Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered us. 19 For what is our hope
or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not
you? 20 For you are our glory and joy.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2016

1 THESSALONIANS 3 (ESV)
Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left
behind at Athens alone, 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's
coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your
faith, 3 that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves
know that we are destined for this. 4 For when we were with you, we kept
telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come
to pass, and just as you know. 5 For this reason, when I could bear it no
longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter
had tempted you and our labor would be in vain.
1

6 But

now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the
good news of your faith and love and reported that you always remember
us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you— 7 for this reason,
brothers, in all our distress and affliction we have been comforted about
you through your faith. 8 For now we live, if you are standing fast in the
Lord. 9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the
joy that we feel for your sake before our God, 10 as we pray most
earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what
is lacking in your faith?
11 Now

may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our
way to you, 12 and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for
one another and for all, as we do for you, 13 so that he may establish your
hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
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BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2016

1 THESSALONIANS 4 (ESV)
1 Finally,

then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you
received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you
are doing, that you do so more and more. 2 For you know what
instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of
God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that
each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness
and honor, 5 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know
God; 6 that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter,
because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you
beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called us
for impurity, but in holiness.8 Therefore whoever disregards this,
disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.
9 Now

concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to
you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one
another, 10 for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers
throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and
more, 11 and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to
work with your hands, as we instructed you, 12 so that you may walk
properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one.
13 But

we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who
are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no
hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen
asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede
those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with
the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always
be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
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Write out your key verses from this chapter.
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REFLECTION
Please review this week based on one of the reflection prompts below.
1.

How did God speak to you through the DTs this week?

2. Review significant difficulties or struggles of the past week. What stands out? Has there been some conflict,
difficulty, or a conversation that you need to review, process, resolve, or respond to more fully?
3. Review significant triumphs or joys of the past week. What stands out? What about that event or experience is
particularly noteworthy? What can you learn about yourself, about God, or about life from this? What applications for
the future flow from this?
4. Review any relational problems you are in the midst of. If God placed people in your life to help you see yourself,
what message about yourself emerges from considering your relationships?
5. Examine your fears. What are you afraid of? List them. (e.g., is there something you’ve dreaded, or someone
you’ve avoided this past week?) What has been your response to these fears this past week? How will you respond
better to these fears in the coming week?
6.
Examine your desires or discontents. Describe them honestly. Write a reflection based on what these reveal to
you, as you interact with this past week’s DT passages.
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BIBLE STUDY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2016

1 THESSALONIANS 5 (ESV)
1 Now

concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need
to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully aware
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people
are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will
come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they
will not escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to
surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all children of light, children of the
day. We are not of the night or of the darkness.6 So then let us not sleep,
as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who sleep,
sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since we
belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has not
destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we
might live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one
another up, just as you are doing.
12 We

ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are
over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly
in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we
urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help
the weak, be patient with them all. 15 See that no one repays anyone evil
for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to
everyone. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not
quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything;
hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil.
23 Now

may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.
25 Brothers,
26 Greet

pray for us.

all the brothers with a holy kiss.

27 I put you under oath before the Lord to have this letter read to all the
brothers.
28 The

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2016

2 THESSALONIANS 1 (ESV)
1 Paul,

Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:
2 Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We

ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right,
because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of
you for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore we ourselves boast about
you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your
persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring.
5 This

is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may
be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also
suffering— 6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction
those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well
as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know
God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They
will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence
of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 10 when he comes on that
day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have
believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 11 To this end
we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling
and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his
power, 12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and
you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2016

2 THESSALONIANS 2 (ESV)
Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being
gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken
in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming
to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no
one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the
rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of
destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god
or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of
God, proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that when I
was still with you I told you these things? 6 And you know what is
restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. 7 For the
mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it
will do so until he is out of the way.8 And then the lawless one will be
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and
bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. 9 The coming of the
lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and
wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing,
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God
sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12 in
order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.
1

13 But

we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by
the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 14 To this he called you
through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you
were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter.
16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who
loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through
grace, 17 comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and
word.
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What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2016

2 THESSALONIANS 3 (ESV)
1 Finally,

brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead
and be honored, as happened among you, 2 and that we may be delivered
from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful.
He will establish you and guard you against the evil one. 4 And we have
confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the
things that we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of
God and to the steadfastness of Christ.
6 Now

we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness
and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7 For you
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle
when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying
for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not
be a burden to any of you. 9 It was not because we do not have that right,
but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. 10 For even when we
were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing
to work, let him not eat. 11 For we hear that some among you walk in
idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 12 Now such persons we
command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly
and to earn their own living.
13 As

for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 14 If anyone
does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person,
and have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Do not
regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.
16 Now

may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every
way. The Lord be with you all.
17 I,

Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This is the sign of
genuineness in every letter of mine; it is the way I write. 18 The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
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BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2016

1 TIMOTHY 1 (ESV)
1 Paul,

an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of
Christ Jesus our hope,
2 To

Timothy, my true child in the faith:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
3 As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so
that you may charge certain persons not to teach any different
doctrine, 4 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies,
which promote speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is
by faith. 5 The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart
and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Certain persons, by swerving
from these, have wandered away into vain discussion,7 desiring to be
teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are saying or
the things about which they make confident assertions.
8 Now
we know that the law is good, if one uses it
lawfully, 9 understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but
for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the
unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for
murderers, 10 the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality,
enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound
doctrine, 11 in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed
God with which I have been entrusted.
12 I

thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because
he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13 though formerly I
was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received
mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our
Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the
foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to
those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and
ever. Amen.
18 This

charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the
prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the
good warfare, 19 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this,
some have made shipwreck of their faith, 20 among whom are Hymenaeus
and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan that they may learn
not to blaspheme.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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y SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

REFLECTION
Please review this week based on one of the reflection prompts below.
1.

How did God speak to you through the DTs this week?

2. Review significant difficulties or struggles of the past week. What stands out? Has there been some conflict,
difficulty, or a conversation that you need to review, process, resolve, or respond to more fully?
3. Review significant triumphs or joys of the past week. What stands out? What about that event or experience is
particularly noteworthy? What can you learn about yourself, about God, or about life from this? What applications for
the future flow from this?
4. Review any relational problems you are in the midst of. If God placed people in your life to help you see yourself,
what message about yourself emerges from considering your relationships?
5. Examine your fears. What are you afraid of? List them. (e.g., is there something you’ve dreaded, or someone
you’ve avoided this past week?) What has been your response to these fears this past week? How will you respond
better to these fears in the coming week?
6.
Examine your desires or discontents. Describe them honestly. Write a reflection based on what these reveal to
you, as you interact with this past week’s DT passages.
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BIBLE STUDY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2016

1 TIMOTHY 2 (ESV)
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in
every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our
Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for
all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 7 For this I was
appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
1

8I

desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands
without anger or quarreling; 9 likewise also that women should adorn
themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with
braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 10 but with what is proper
for women who profess godliness—with good works. 11 Let a woman
learn quietly with all submissiveness.12 I do not permit a woman to teach
or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13 For
Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam was not deceived, but the
woman was deceived and became a transgressor. 15 Yet she will be saved
through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness,
with self-control.
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BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2016

1 TIMOTHY 3 (ESV)
1 The

saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he
desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the
husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household
well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive,5 for if someone does
not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's
church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up
with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace,
into a snare of the devil.
8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to
much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery
of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 And let them also be tested first;
then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 11 Their
wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but soberminded, faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons each be the husband of one
wife, managing their children and their own households well. 13 For those
who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also
great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.
14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so
that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the
household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and
buttress of the truth. 16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of
godliness:
He was manifested in the flesh,
vindicated by the Spirit,
seen by angels,
proclaimed among the nations,
believed on in the world,
taken up in glory.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2016

1 TIMOTHY 4 (ESV)
Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from
the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of
demons, 2 through the insincerity of liars whose consciences are
seared, 3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know
the truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 for it is made holy by the
word of God and prayer.
1

6 If

you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of
Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith and of the good
doctrine that you have followed. 7 Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly
myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; 8 for while bodily training is of
some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the
present life and also for the life to come. 9 The saying is trustworthy and
deserving of full acceptance. 10 For to this end we toil and strive, because
we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people,
especially of those who believe.
11 Command

and teach these things. 12 Let no one despise you for your
youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in
faith, in purity.13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of
Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift you have,
which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their
hands on you. 15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so
that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on
the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself
and your hearers.

112

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

y WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

y WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

113

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

PRAYER OF REPENTANCE & COMMITMENT

114

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

y WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

y THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

BIBLE STUDY

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2016

1 TIMOTHY 5 (ESV)
Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a
father, younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, younger
women as sisters, in all purity.
3 Honor widows who are truly widows. 4 But if a widow has children or
grandchildren, let them first learn to show godliness to their own
household and to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing in
the sight of God. 5 She who is truly a widow, left all alone, has set her
hope on God and continues in supplications and prayers night and
day, 6 but she who is self-indulgent is dead even while she
lives. 7 Command these things as well, so that they may be without
reproach. 8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially
for members of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than
an unbeliever.
9 Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having
been the wife of one husband, 10 and having a reputation for good works:
if she has brought up children, has shown hospitality, has washed the feet
of the saints, has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every
good work. 11 But refuse to enroll younger widows, for when their
passions draw them away from Christ, they desire to marry 12 and so incur
condemnation for having abandoned their former faith.13 Besides that,
they learn to be idlers, going about from house to house, and not only
idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying what they should not. 14 So
I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their
households, and give the adversary no occasion for slander. 15 For some
have already strayed after Satan. 16 If any believing woman has relatives
who are widows, let her care for them. Let the church not be burdened,
so that it may care for those who are truly widows.
17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture
says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The
laborer deserves his wages.” 19 Do not admit a charge against an elder
except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 20 As for those who
persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may
stand in fear. 21 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the
elect angels I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing
nothing from partiality. 22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands,
1
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nor take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure. 23 (No longer drink
only water, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your
frequent ailments.) 24 The sins of some people are conspicuous, going
before them to judgment, but the sins of others appear later. 25 So also
good works are conspicuous, and even those that are not cannot remain
hidden.
HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2016

1 TIMOTHY 6 (ESV)
1 Let

all who are under a yoke as bondservants regard their own masters as
worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and the teaching may not be
reviled.2 Those who have believing masters must not be disrespectful on
the ground that they are brothers; rather they must serve all the better
since those who benefit by their good service are believers and beloved.
Teach and urge these things. 3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and
does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the
teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is puffed up with conceit
and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy
and for quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension, slander,
evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction among people who are depraved in
mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of
gain. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought
nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the
world.8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be
content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare,
into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is
through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many pangs.
11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of
the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about
which you made the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all
things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate
made the good confession, 14 to keep the commandment unstained and
free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which
he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has
immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever
seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.
17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty,
nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who
richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 They are to do good, to be
rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up
treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they
may take hold of that which is truly life.
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20 O

Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent
babble and contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge,” 21 for by
professing it some have swerved from the faith.
Grace be with you.
HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

119

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

PRAYER OF REPENTANCE & COMMITMENT

120

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

y FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

y SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

REFLECTION
Please review this week based on one of the reflection prompts below.
1.

How did God speak to you through the DTs this week?

2. Review significant difficulties or struggles of the past week. What stands out? Has there been some conflict,
difficulty, or a conversation that you need to review, process, resolve, or respond to more fully?
3. Review significant triumphs or joys of the past week. What stands out? What about that event or experience is
particularly noteworthy? What can you learn about yourself, about God, or about life from this? What applications for
the future flow from this?
4. Review any relational problems you are in the midst of. If God placed people in your life to help you see yourself,
what message about yourself emerges from considering your relationships?
5. Examine your fears. What are you afraid of? List them. (e.g., is there something you’ve dreaded, or someone
you’ve avoided this past week?) What has been your response to these fears this past week? How will you respond
better to these fears in the coming week?
6.
Examine your desires or discontents. Describe them honestly. Write a reflection based on what these reveal to
you, as you interact with this past week’s DT passages.
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BIBLE STUDY

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2016

2 TIMOTHY 1 (ESV)
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according to the
promise of the life that is in Christ Jesus,
1

2 To

Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
3 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience,
as I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 As I
remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. 5 I
am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in
you as well. 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of
God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave
us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.
8 Therefore

do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor
of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of
God, 9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our
works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in
Christ Jesus before the ages began,10 and which now has been manifested
through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death
and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 11 for which I
was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher, 12 which is why I suffer
as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I
am convinced that he is able to guard until that Day what has been
entrusted to me. 13 Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have
heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 By the
Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you.
15 You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, among
whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes. 16 May the Lord grant mercy to the
household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not
ashamed of my chains, 17 but when he arrived in Rome he searched for me
earnestly and found me— 18 may the Lord grant him to find mercy from
the Lord on that Day!—and you well know all the service he rendered at
Ephesus.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2016

2 TIMOTHY 2 (ESV)
1 You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ
Jesus, 2 and what you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others
also. 3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier gets
entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who
enlisted him. 5 An athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to
the rules. 6 It is the hard-working farmer who ought to have the first share
of the crops. 7 Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you
understanding in everything.
8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as
preached in my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a
criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10 Therefore I endure
everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation
that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 The saying is trustworthy, for:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
we endure, we will also reign with him;
if we deny him, he also will deny us;
13 if we are faithless, he remains faithful—
for he cannot deny himself.
12 if

14 Remind

them of these things, and charge them before God not to
quarrel about words, which does no good, but only ruins the
hearers. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of
truth. 16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and
more ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them
are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 18 who have swerved from the truth, saying
that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the faith of
some. 19 But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord
knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of
the Lord depart from iniquity.”
20 Now

in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but
also of wood and clay, some for honorable use, some for
dishonorable. 21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is
dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy,
useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work.
22 So

flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and
peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23 Have
nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they
breed quarrels. 24 And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome
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but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 25 correcting
his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to
their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured
by him to do his will.
HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

127

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

PRAYER OF REPENTANCE & COMMITMENT

128

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

y TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

y WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2016

2 TIMOTHY 3 (ESV)
But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of
difficulty. 2 For
people
will
be lovers
of
self, lovers
of
money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,
unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control,
brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with
conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the
appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 6 For
among them are those who creep into households and capture weak
women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, 7 always
learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 8 Just
as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the
truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith. 9 But
they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of
those two men.
1

10 You,

however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life,
my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and
sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—
which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued
me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to
worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what
you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you
learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for
every good work.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2016

2 TIMOTHY 4 (ESV)
1I

charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach
the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming
when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off
into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
6 For

I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of
my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me
on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his
appearing.
9 Do

your best to come to me soon. 10 For Demas, in love with this
present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has
gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and
bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry. 12 Tychicus I
have sent to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the cloak that I left with
Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the
parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord
will repay him according to his deeds. 15 Beware of him yourself, for he
strongly opposed our message. 16 At my first defense no one came to
stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged against
them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear
it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me
from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To
him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
19 Greet

Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus
remained at Corinth, and I left Trophimus, who was ill, at Miletus. 21 Do
your best to come before winter. Eubulus sends greetings to you, as do
Pudens and Linus and Claudia and all the brothers.

22 The

132

Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2016

JAMES 1 (ESV)
1 James,

a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:
Greetings.
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for
you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all
without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with
no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is
driven and tossed by the wind.7 For that person must not suppose that he
will receive anything from the Lord;8 he is a double-minded man, unstable
in all his ways.
9 Let

the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his
humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. 11 For the
sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and
its beauty perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his
pursuits.

12 Blessed

is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has
stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised
to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being
tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself
tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed
by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin,
and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.
16 Do

not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with
whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will
he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind
of firstfruits of his creatures.
19 Know

this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow
to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the
righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant
wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able
to save your souls.
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is
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like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he
looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But
the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres,
being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his
doing.
26 If

anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but
deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is
pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?

136

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

y FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

y FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

PRAYER OF REPENTANCE & COMMITMENT

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

137

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

y SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1

REFLECTION
Please review this week based on one of the reflection prompts below.
1.

How did God speak to you through the DTs this week?

2. Review significant difficulties or struggles of the past week. What stands out? Has there been some conflict,
difficulty, or a conversation that you need to review, process, resolve, or respond to more fully?
3. Review significant triumphs or joys of the past week. What stands out? What about that event or experience is
particularly noteworthy? What can you learn about yourself, about God, or about life from this? What applications for
the future flow from this?
4. Review any relational problems you are in the midst of. If God placed people in your life to help you see yourself,
what message about yourself emerges from considering your relationships?
5. Examine your fears. What are you afraid of? List them. (e.g., is there something you’ve dreaded, or someone
you’ve avoided this past week?) What has been your response to these fears this past week? How will you respond
better to these fears in the coming week?
6.
Examine your desires or discontents. Describe them honestly. Write a reflection based on what these reveal to
you, as you interact with this past week’s DT passages.
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BIBLE STUDY

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2016

JAMES 2 (ESV)
1 My

brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine
clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing
also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine
clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor
man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not
then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil
thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who
are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which
he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the
poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones
who drag you into court?7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the
honorable name by which you were called?
8 If

you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show
partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one
point has become accountable for all of it.11 For he who said, “Do not
commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit
adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.12 So
speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of
liberty.13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy.
Mercy triumphs over judgment.
14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not
have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly
clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for
the body, what good is that?17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have
works, is dead.
18 But

someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me
your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my
works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons
believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person,
that faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father
justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You
see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by
his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a
friend of God. 24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by
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faith alone.25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute
justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by
another way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith
apart from works is dead.

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2016

JAMES 3 (ESV)
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2 For we all
stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he
says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3 If we
put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their
whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: though they are so large and
are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great things.
1

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a
fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of
life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no
human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly
poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse
people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth
come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be
so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt
water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce
figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.
13 Who

is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let
him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have
bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be
false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above,
but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish
ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the
wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
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What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2016

JAMES 4 (ESV)
1 What

causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this,
that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so
you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You
do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive,
because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous
people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that
the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to
dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes
the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God,
and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify
your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let
your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble
yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.
11 Do

not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks
against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and
judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but
a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save
and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?
13 Come

now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and
such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet
you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are
a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought
to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you
boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the
right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.
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Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2016

JAMES 5 (ESV)
Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming
upon you.2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are motheaten. 3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be
evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up
treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed
your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you,
and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of
hosts. 5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You
have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned
and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.
1

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it,
until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also, be
patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do
not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged;
behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an example of suffering
and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You
have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of
the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.
12 But

above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth
or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so
that you may not fall under condemnation.

13 Is

anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let
him sing praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of
the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick,
and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be
forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has
great power as it is working. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours,
and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six
months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven
gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.
19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and
someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a
sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a
multitude of sins.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?

150

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

y THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

y THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6

PRAYER OF REPENTANCE & COMMITMENT

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

151

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2016

1 PETER 1 (ESV)
1 Peter,

an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God
the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ
and for sprinkling with his blood:
May grace and peace be multiplied to you.
3 Blessed

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to
his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven
for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though
now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various
trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than
gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result
in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though
you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him,
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with
glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
10 Concerning

this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace
that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what
person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was
revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the
things that have now been announced to you through those who
preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven, things into which angels long to look.
13 Therefore,

preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded,
set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to
the passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy,
you also be holy in all your conduct,16 since it is written, “You shall be
holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on him as Father
who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves
with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown
before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last
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times for the sake of you 21 who through him are believers in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope
are in God.
22 Having

purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere
brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you
have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable,
through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for
“All flesh is like grass
and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers,
and the flower falls,
25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.”
And this word is the good news that was preached to you.

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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REFLECTION
Please review this week based on one of the reflection prompts below.
1.

How did God speak to you through the DTs this week?

2. Review significant difficulties or struggles of the past week. What stands out? Has there been some conflict,
difficulty, or a conversation that you need to review, process, resolve, or respond to more fully?
3. Review significant triumphs or joys of the past week. What stands out? What about that event or experience is
particularly noteworthy? What can you learn about yourself, about God, or about life from this? What applications for
the future flow from this?
4. Review any relational problems you are in the midst of. If God placed people in your life to help you see yourself,
what message about yourself emerges from considering your relationships?
5. Examine your fears. What are you afraid of? List them. (e.g., is there something you’ve dreaded, or someone
you’ve avoided this past week?) What has been your response to these fears this past week? How will you respond
better to these fears in the coming week?
6.
Examine your desires or discontents. Describe them honestly. Write a reflection based on what these reveal to
you, as you interact with this past week’s DT passages.
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BIBLE STUDY

MONDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2016

1 PETER 2 (ESV)
1 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all
slander.2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it
you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the
Lord is good.
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of
God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in
Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”
8 and
“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not
a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.
11 Beloved,

I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against
you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the
day of visitation.
13 Be

subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be
to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish
those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will
of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of
foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a
cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.
18 Servants,

be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the
good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing,
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when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering
unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a
gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been
called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so
that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was
deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in
return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting
himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body
on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his
wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2016

1 PETER 3 (ESV)
1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some
do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of
their wives,2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let
your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of
gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the
hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and
quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the
holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting
to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And
you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is
frightening.
7 Likewise,

husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way,
showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs
with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.
8 Finally,

all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender
heart, and a humble mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for
reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you
may obtain a blessing. 10 For
“Whoever desires to love life
and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from speaking deceit;
11 let him turn away from evil and do good;
let him seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
and his ears are open to their prayer.
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is
good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be
blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts
honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense
to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it
with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when
you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be
put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be
God's will, than for doing evil.
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the
flesh but made alive in the spirit,19 in which he went and proclaimed to the
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spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in
which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through
water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and
powers having been subjected to him.

HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

161

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

PRAYER OF REPENTANCE & COMMITMENT

162

THE EPISTLES DEVOTIONALS

y TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11

GRACEPOINT DEVOTIONALS 2016

y WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12

BIBLE STUDY

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2016

1 PETER 4 (ESV)
1 Since

therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same
way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from
sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human
passions but for the will of God. 3 For the time that is past suffices for
doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions,
drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect
to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood
of debauchery, and they malign you; 5 but they will give account to him
who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is why the gospel
was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh
the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does.
7 The

end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and soberminded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another
earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one
another without grumbling.10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve
one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks,
as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by
the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But
rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice
and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are insulted for the name
of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an
evildoer or as a meddler. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not
be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 17 For it is time for
judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what
will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And

“If the righteous is scarcely saved,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”
19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God's will entrust their
souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2016

1 PETER 5 (ESV)
1

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be
revealed:2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have
you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in
your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of
glory. 5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe
yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
6 Humble

yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at
the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him,
because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the
world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion
forever and ever. Amen.
12 By

Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written briefly to
you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm
in it. 13 She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings,
and so does Mark, my son. 14 Greet one another with the kiss of love.
Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2016

2 PETER 1 (ESV)
1 Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,
To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:
2 May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and
of Jesus our Lord.
3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory
and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of
sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your
faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with selfcontrol, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with
godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly
affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing,
they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted
that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former
sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling
and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For in
this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you
know them and are established in the truth that you have. 13 I think it right,
as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder, 14 since I
know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus
Christ made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort so that after my
departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from
God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic
Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we
ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him
on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic word more fully
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts,20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes
from someone's own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were
carried along by the Holy Spirit.
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What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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REFLECTION
Please review this week based on one of the reflection prompts below.
1.

How did God speak to you through the DTs this week?

2. Review significant difficulties or struggles of the past week. What stands out? Has there been some conflict,
difficulty, or a conversation that you need to review, process, resolve, or respond to more fully?
3. Review significant triumphs or joys of the past week. What stands out? What about that event or experience is
particularly noteworthy? What can you learn about yourself, about God, or about life from this? What applications for
the future flow from this?
4. Review any relational problems you are in the midst of. If God placed people in your life to help you see yourself,
what message about yourself emerges from considering your relationships?
5. Examine your fears. What are you afraid of? List them. (e.g., is there something you’ve dreaded, or someone
you’ve avoided this past week?) What has been your response to these fears this past week? How will you respond
better to these fears in the coming week?
6.
Examine your desires or discontents. Describe them honestly. Write a reflection based on what these reveal to
you, as you interact with this past week’s DT passages.
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BIBLE STUDY

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2016

2 PETER 2 (ESV)
1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift
destruction. 2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them
the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 And in their greed they will exploit
you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and
their destruction is not asleep.
4 For

if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into
hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until
the judgment; 5 if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah,
a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood
upon the world of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an
example of what is going to happen to the ungodly;7 and if he rescued
righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the
wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he
was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and
heard);9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to
keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and
especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise
authority.
Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious
ones,11 whereas angels, though greater in might and power, do not
pronounce a blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 12 But
these, like irrational animals, creatures of instinct, born to be caught and
destroyed, blaspheming about matters of which they are ignorant, will also
be destroyed in their destruction, 13 suffering wrong as the wage for their
wrongdoing. They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots
and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with
you. 14 They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice
unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed
children! 15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have
followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from
wrongdoing, 16 but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless
donkey spoke with human voice and restrained the prophet's madness.
17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the
gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. 18 For, speaking loud boasts of
folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are
barely escaping from those who live in error. 19 They promise
them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. For whatever
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overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they have
escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and
overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it
would have been better for them never to have known the way of
righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy
commandment delivered to them. 22 What the true proverb says has
happened to them: “The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after
washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.”
HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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BIBLE STUDY

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2016

2 PETER 3 (ESV)
1 This

is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both
of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you
should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the
commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 3 knowing
this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with
scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the
promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For they
deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the
earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of
God, 6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged
with water and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth
that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment
and destruction of the ungodly.
8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not
slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned
up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be
exposed.
11 Since

all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought
you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening
the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set
on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they
burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and
a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
14 Therefore,

beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be
found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 15 And count the
patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also
wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his
letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in
them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist
to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 17 You therefore,
beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away
with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be
the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
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HOW IS GOD ADDRESSING ME TODAY?
What is the theme of this chapter in one sentence?

Write out your key verses from this chapter.
How is God speaking to you through the key verses or the chapter?
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